
l~\l EF;\.ATIONAL COUNCIL ON MONUMENTS AND SITES 

ICOM,OS 

LISI'E DU PATruMJINE mNDIAL 

A) IDENl'IFlCATION 

, 

Bien profQse: Maisons traditionnelles 
Asante 

Lieu: Abetifi, Abirim, Akokoanbong, Asawase 
Asenanaso, Bogyease, Darkwa Jachie, 
(A)dwenase, Kentenkrono, Patakro (2), 
Obaneng, (A) saaman (g). Pays Asante Ghana 

Etc,!.... partie: Le Ghana 

Date: 10 Juillet 1978 

B) REnl-1MANDATION DE L' ICCM)S 

1) Que les biens cuI turels profQses soient 
inscrits sur la liste du Patrimoine Mondial 
2) Que toutes les procedures administrati ves 
necessaires soientprises par les autorites 
concernees afin que ces bien soient inscrits 
sur la liste du Patrimoine r-bndial en danger. 

C);, JUSI'IFlCATION 

L' inscription sur la liste du Patrimoine r-bn­
dial ne peut etre envisagee qu I au titre du 
critere nOS ,qui se trouve parfaiternent il­
lustre: les batiments tradi tionnels Asante 
dissemines au Nord-Est de Kumasi et enumeres 
sur la liste sont les derniers teroins mate­
riels, extr~t vulnerables, de la grande 
civilisation des Ashanti. 
La plupart des vi lIes Ashanti ont ete detrui­
tes au XIXEme siecle, au cours des guerres 

Isoutenues par ce peuple contre la danination 
anglaise de 1806 a 1901. C'est ainsi que Ie 
mausole royal, ou Barem, rot incendie par 
Baden-Powell en 1895. 
II ne subsiste qu'un tres petit narnbre de 
structures traditionnelles , maisons d'habi­
tation des hammes ou des divinites, dont la 
plupart n' exedent pas cent ans d' age. 

35 IDRID HERITAGE LISI' N° ---------------4 

A) IDENl'IFlCATION 

Nanination: The traditional Ashanti 
Houses 

Iocation: Abetifi, Abirirn, Akokoanbong, 
Asawase, Asenanaso, Bogyease, 

Darkwa Jachie, (A) dwenase, Kentenkrono, 
Patakro (2) Obcmeng , (A) saaman(g) 
State party: Ghana 

Date: July, 10 1978 

B) IC(M)S REXXM4ENJ)ATION 

l)That the naninated property be included 
on the World Heritage List. 
2) That all the necessary administrative 

procedures be taken by the concerned autho­
rities in order that these properties be 
included on the World Heritage List of 
,onn: ..:I 'i~~ 

C) JUSI'IFlCATION 

.. 

~e inclusion of the naninated property on 
the World Heritage List may only be envi­
sioned in conju~tion with criterion 5 6f 
which it is a perfect illustration. The 
traditional Ashanti buildings, which are 
enumerated in the above list, are spread 
ft,hroughout the North/Northeast of Kumasi. 
[rhese buildings, which are extremly vulne­
Irable, are the last ranaining material tes­
~ament of the great Ashanti civilization. 
~e majority of the Ashanti villages were 
~estroyed during the 19th century in the 
~ars undertaken by these people against the 
IEnglish danination fran 1806 to 1901. It 
~as during this period that the royal maso­
D-eum (or Barem) was burned by Baden-Powel " 
in 1895. 
~ere exists today only a small number of 
Ithe traditional structures ,habitats of menl 
and go ds, of which the majority are less 
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Les dispositions de ces batiments sent bien than roo years old. The disposition of these 
connues, par les tfuoignages anciens de voya- structures is well known through eyewitness 
geurs europeens, qui se sont multiplies depuis reports of early European travelers which -were 
celui de T.Edward Bawdich (I819), et par les added tot), T.Fdwards BcMdich (1819) and py __ nlar 
releves et les ~tudes IrCdernes. Une serie de as well as contenpory studies. A series of 
JX>teaux et d r :i.rt'q:oste de bois relies par des poles and v.ooden in'posts linked by bamboo 
lattes de bambou, foment un cadre de charpen- slats fom the fr~~rk which supports the 
te qui suPfXJrte un toit de·'cna~.Le sol est en thatched roof. The floor is of puddled clay. 
pise. Une riche decoration de terre , plaquee A rich decor of earth-facing over a core of 
sur une arre de bois, regne au droit de la fa- v.a:xl reigns over the principal facade; this 
~ade principale; elle catlpJrte une bahlStra- .- is canprised of a balustrade, uprights, 
de, des m:>ntants et des iropostes, parfois des iInpJsts and sanetimes windows "Whose decorati VE 

fen~tres a claire-voie decorees sui vant Ie openwork maybe Ii. kened to that of the 
principe des transennes. I.es rrotifs du decor "transenna" (a heavy grill-v.JOrk closing off 
sent geanetriques, floraux, aniroaux ou anthro- the tanbs of Christian martyrs ). The decora­
pomorphiques. tion consists of geometric, floral, animal or 
La conservation de ces ensenbles construi ts a anthropomorphic rroti ves. The preservation of 
partir de materiaux heterogenes pose un pro- these structures built fran heterogenous mate-
pIerre difficile, sinon insoluble. rial poses a difficult ,if not insolvable, 

~ chaurre des toitures constitue eviderrnent problem. The thatched roofs are made fran 
materiau Ie plus fragile. II y a diX ans , obviously fragile material. Ten years ago, at 

au rrarent ou fut publie Ie livre fondamental the time of the Pllblication of Michael SWi then-
de Michael SWi thenbank, Ashanti Fetish Houses bank's basic book, Ahanti Fetish Houses {Accra 
(Accra, Ghana Universities press, 1969), la Ghana Universities Press, 1969), the majority 
plupart des maisons avaient re~ un toit pro- of the houses have been given a roofing of 
visoire en tOle ondulee. Depuis, un effort de corrugated iron. Since then, roaintance efforts 
maintenance a ete consenti par Ie Ghana Muse- have been agreed to by the Ghana Museums and 
uns and Monuments Board. ~t:muments Board. 
I.e bois de charpente, essentiellanent emprunte The v.a:xl of the framework of the roof, essen­
a deux essences tropicales (Hippocratea Africa- tially derived fram 2 tropical elements 
na et HippocrateaRowlandii) est connu pour sa (Hippocratea Africana, and Hi~ratea RcMlan-
resistance aux tennites mais ne parait pas dii), is known for its resistance against 
durable. L r existence des rev@tanents d r argile tenni tes. But it does not appear to be very 
sur arre de: bois ne peut etre non -p:Lus, garantie durable, ewing to the process of biological 
em cours des decemues qui "<.7ont· sui vre, corrpte deterioration at this latitude. The existence 
tenu du processus biologique de d.egradation of the clay facings covering the v.a:xl core car. 
observe a la ~ latitude. likewise not be guaranteed over the earning 
-Tout en donnant l' avis Ie plus favorable aI' in-decennia. 
~ription sur la liste c1u Patrinoine Mondial, While giving the rrost favorable opinion for tl 
loamos recammande donc que toutes les procedu-inclusion of these structures on the World 

res administrati ves necessaires soient prises p. Heritage List, ICXMJS \\QuId recarrnend that thE 
Par le~-gouvernerrent. du_Ghara afin que ces biens necessary procedures be taken by the goverment 
soient inscrits sur lei liste du PatriIroine Mon- of Ghana, in order that these properties be 
dial en danger. Elle recarmande en outre que lesincluded in the World Heritage List of endan­
rnaisons traditionnelles Asante fassent l'objet gered properties. Moreover, it ~uld reccmnen( 
d I une etude scientifique approfondie avant mE3ne that the traditional Ashanti houses be made tl 
que de nouvelles mesures ne soient prises. subject of a thorough scientific study even 

before new measures of conservation are taken 
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INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON MONUMENTS AND SITES' 

ICOMOS 

1 Novanber 1978 

1'DRID HERITAGE LIsr (CULTURAL PROPERTY) 
Irons TOCHNICAL REVIEW NarES . 

N.B. All oo."1tnel1ts are keyed am numbered acoording to the \'Orld Heritage 
Nomination Fonns. Information requested is urrlerlined. 

1. (a) Country: Ghana 
(c) Asante Traditional Buildings/Ibuses (Identification 035) 

2. (a) CMner: Spec;i.fy 'dle n&lle a."1d address of the current owner (s) of prorzrty. 

3. (a) Description and inventory: A rrore detailed inventory \'.QuId l:;e useful 
particularly if individual buildings (or groups of buildings fonning a 
ooherent whole rould Ca) be described and (b) be precisely located 
on appropriate scale maps. 

(b) Maps am/or plans: Detgile::1 ma..,ps sl'!Q~_the location and rourrlaries of 
the property (see section ld of the \'brld Heritage Ncmination Form) 
should be attached to the ''bi~~)~.e:f£ta<.re~~I!_Form ref~~ ~ 
.official survey maps where FOssible. 
For pro~~s w~ch are located in urban areas, it may be neces~_to_ 
use in addition to snall_~~}llap_On which geographi~_~rdinatE% will 
be- irrlicata:l, a large scale map or detaila:l plan so ~~ the l~<:1.!:.~<?nof the 
~~~_"!il:l,be ~tely _ ~j.c;::p.~~_:!-§~~er itan 3b_gf the vorld 
Heritage Nanination Form ~~p~arrlL<?r plans attached. 

(c) Pootographic arrl/or cinematographic Cbcumentation: Supp;>rting doc~entatiot:l 
in the form of ph:>!:Pgraphs, ,slides, etc., may be attacha:l. List under 
section 3c of the \'brld Heritage -Nanination FOrm all suCh aocumentary itans, 
and in.1icate therr--Source. - - ---- -

N.B. In order to be considered by the \'brld Heritage Ccmnittee during 1979, 
au materials re:jUested nust be forwarded to The Secretariat 

on or before 1 March 1979. 

\'brld Heritage Ccrrrnittee 
Division of Cultural Heritage; 
Unesco 
7, place de Fonten:>y 
75700 Paris 

leo MOS - Hlltd Satnt - Aignan. 75 RUe' <iu Temple. 75003 Paris-Tt'l. 277 35 76 



INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON MONUMENTS AND SITES 
, 

ICOMOS 

6 April 1979 

'\'K)RLD HERITAGE LL...~ (CULTURJlL PROPERTY) 
ICO~OS·TFC}-JNlCF.L REVJEI'!NJTES 

N .B. All, comments are keyed and numbered aocording to the vlorld Heritage 
Nomination Forms. Info~tion requested is underlined. 

I 

1. (a) Cou .. '1triY: GrEna 
,I 

~ I 

(c:)"tJame of property: Asante Traditional wildings (Identification 0 35) 
/ 

' I 
; J~ t I 

1/ . . ~ 
5. JUs'~.li-fication:theWorld 'Heritage 'NominationFonncalls 'for 'a 'justification 

.... v'ntch can be 'evaluated :m terms of the crlterl2 for lncluslon :m the hor J.d 
PErita eListadoted 'b ' 'the '1V'orld 'Perita 'eCcin1rriittee 'arid 'set 'forth \irider 
5 a5(b) . ,. 

11 ---' 

,',I 

Information requested above should be forwarded to: 

The Secretariat 
World PEritage Committee 
Division of Cultural Heritage 
UNEXO 
7, place de Fontenoy 
75700 Paris 

;... 

' . . , 

l~ 

~ . 

, , 



Ar~il 10 lS79 

Yo::::i::2.tions foY:' the I'Terld Feritarr,e List 

?::e Traditior.al P.'ouses/wi!dir.gs-. - Ghana. - °35· 

?-;a r-a.:'ity· of tr.e hot.:.ses in Gha!"la. need to be r.'lore clearly scm'ln 
by photographs a.-:d explanations :ir.. crder to cO:1sider the';'.. better 
a::d to pe!':':lit t::.ei: inclusion a.ilOr'.g the ''universal. tnonurr.ents't • 

-:!:-
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Panel:. 

M. Andrii Chastel 

r-rr-. F.eI".ry: Millon· 

M. Jean Taralon 
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CONSEILINTERNATIONAL DES MONUMENTS ET DES SITES 

ICOMOS 
10 Avril 1979 

Propositions d'inscription a la liste du patrimoine mondial 

FICHE CRITIQUE 

~aisons traditionnelles - Ghana - n035 

La rarete des rnaisons du Ghana aurait besoin de photographies et 
d'explications pour rnieux en rendre compte et permettre de les 
inserer parmi les monuments universels. 

Panel : 

M. Andre Chastel 

r'Ir. Henry Millon 

M. Jean Taralon 
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