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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose: Cite punique de 
Kerkouane 

Li eu : Gouvernorat de Nabeul 

Eta t partie: Tunisie 

Date: 5 Octobre 1984 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que Ie bien cuI turel propose soi t ins
cri t sur la Liste du Patrirroine Mondial 
au titre du critere III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomina tion: Punic town of 
Kerkuane 

Loca tion: Nabeul Governorate 

State oarty: Tunisia 

Date: October 5, 1984 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

332 

That the proposed cultural property be in
cluded on the World Heritage List on the 
basis of criterion III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

A 1 'extr€mite du cap Bon, presque a mi- At the tip of the cape Bon, alnost halfway 
chanin entre El Haouaria et Kelibia, Ie between E1 Haouaria anl Kelibia, the archae
site archeologique de Kerkouane reconnu ological site of Kerkuane, which was reeo-
en 1957, fouille depuis par 1 'Institut gnized in 1957 and which has been excavated 
National d'Archeologie et d'Art, a renou since then by the National Instituteof Ar
vele nos connaissances sur 1 'urbanisme chaeology and Art, has enriched our knowled
punique en revelant une ville (Tarrezrat? ge in the area of Punic town planning thanks 
fossilisee a la suite de son abandon de- to the discovery of a city ( Tarrezrat?) whic:1. 
finitif au cours de la premiere guerre was fossilized after being definitively a
punique (vers 250 avant J.C.) bandoned during the first Punic war ( ca. 

250 B.C. ). 
Au contraire de ce qui s' est passe a 
Carthage (inscrite en 1979 sur la liste Contrary to what took place in Carthage (in
du Patrimoine Mondial) a Tyr ou a Byblos cluded on the World Heritage List in 1979 ), 
(inscrits en 1984), aucune agglcmeration in Tyre or in Byblos ( both included in 1984), 
rcmaine ne s'est surimposee a la ville a Reman city was not built upon this Phoeni 
phenicienne dent Ie port, les remparts, cian city whose port, ranprrts, residential 
les quartiers d 'habitation, les bouti- districts, shops, workshops, streets, squa
ques, les ateliers, les rues, les pla- res, t.eIrt>les and necropolis ( discovered in 
ces, les temples et 1a necropole (decou- 1968) clearly rerra.in as they were in the 3rc 
verte en 1968) se dessinent nettement, century. 
dans leur etat du IIIeme siecle. 
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Les maisons, de plan rectangulaire, can
portent une entree, un corridor donnant 
acces a une cour interieure pow:vu.e d 'un 
pui ts, d' un evier et d' une baignoire. 
Autour de cette cour, s' organisent les 
differentes pieces de I 'habitation, dont 
une salle de reception. En prouvant Ie 
caractere repetitif de ce plan-type 
(certaines rnaisons se distirguent seule-

ment par la presence d 'un autel dans la 
cour), la fouille a permis d'etablir 
l'existence d'un veritable programme 
d 'urbanisme, faisant la part belle a 
I 'hydraulique et a I 'hygiene. 

'Ihe rectangular houses have a single entrance 
and a corridor which afford access to an in
terior courtyard replete with a well, a wash
basin and a bath. Around the courtyard radiate 
the various rooms of the ~lling, including 
a reception roan. In proving the repetitive 
nature of this p:rrticular plan which was taken 
to be a typical plan (the only distinguishing 
feature for same houses being the presence 
of an altar in the courtyard ), the excavation 
made it possible to confinn the existence of 
an authentic town planning program which gave 
considerable importance to hydraulics and hygi
ene. 

L'etude du petit materiel archoologique 'Ihrough the study of small artifacts ( coins, 
(nonnaies, ceramiques, outils, dechets ceramic pieces, tools and various waste matter, 
divers, etc.) revele, came celIe du etc.) and of the constructions, we ccma into 
bati, une ville coupee de son arriere- contact with a city which was cut off from the 
pays et depourvue d'activites agro- hinterland· and which was lacking in agricul-
pastorales, ayant tout mise sur I' indus- tural and pastoral occupations, having prefered 
trie (fabrication de la pourpre par trai- to focus its efforts on industry ( manufacture 
t.emmt du murex) et sur I' artisanat of purple dye through murex process~) and arts 
(tailleurs de pierre, mac;ons, stucateurs, and crafts ( stonecutters, nasons,stucco \\Urkers 
potiers et coroplathes y vivaient nan- potters and eoroplasts abounded there). It is 
breux). Ce port phenicien parait avoir believed that this Phoenician tDrt traded with 
camerce, des Ie VIerre siecle, avec les the Punic cities of Sicily, p:rrticularly MJzia, 
cites puniques de Sicile, notarment as early as the 6th century. 
MJzia. 

Les rapports entre la culture punique, 
la culture hellenique et les cultures 
autochtones peuvent etre analyses sur 
une duree de trois siecles a partir des 
fonnes archi tecturales (ainsi Ie grand 
tanple est tout a fait confonne au node
Ie semitique) et a partir de multiples 
documents iconographiques (gargouilles, 
pavanents, petits objets votifs, autels 
de terre cui tel OU se decelent tour a 
tour des influences assyro-babylonien
nes, pheniciennes, grea::rues, sicilien
nes, etc. 

L'ICCM)S reccmnande 1 'inscription du si
te de Kerkouane sur la liste du Patri
noine Mondial au titre du cri tere III, 
dans la mesure ou cette ville, jarnais 
reoccupee depuis son abandon, apporte 
un tenoignage exceptionnel sur l' urba
nisme phenico-punique. 

'Ihe links between Punic culture, Hellenic cul
ture and natives cultures can be analyzed over 
a period of three centuries on the basis of 
architectural fonns ( the great temple is in_ 
perfect conformity with the Semitic plan) and 
on the basis of a ntlIIiJer of iconographic docu
ments ( gargoyles, ornamental tiling, srcall 
votive objects and baked clay al tars~) which 
illustrate Assyro-Babylonian, Phoenician, Greek 
and Sicilian, etc. influences. 

Icoms recarcm:mds that the Kerkuane site be in
cluded on the World Heritage List on the basis 
of criterion III in so far as this_city, which 
has never been reinhabited since it was aban
doned, bears exceptional witness to Phoenician
Punic town planning. 

IC(M)S, Juillet / July 1985. 
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