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LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose: Sire archeo1ogique de 
Chav:ln 

Lieu: Province de Huari, departement de 
Ancash 

Eta t partie: Perou 

Date: 23 AoUt 1984 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que ce bien cu1ture1 soit inscrit sur 
1a Liste du Patrirroine Mondia1 au titre 
du cri tere III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Le village de Chav:ln de Hua'ntar, situe 
a 3.177 m d'a1titude dans une haute val
lee des Andes peruviennes, est bati au
pres de l'un des sites preco1ambiens 1es 
plus ancieIll'l€!OOIlt connus et admires. 
Se10n Antonio Vasquez de Espinosa, qui 
1e visita en 1616, "Tout pres du village 
de Chavrn, se trouve un grand batiment 
en pierres tai11ees d tune grar.deur re
marquab1e. C'etait l'un des plus cele
bres sanctuaires -ccmne pour nous RaTte 
et Jerusalem- oil 1es Indiens venaient 
offrir leurs sacrifices" (~iO y 
descripcion de1aslndias~tales, 
1628). 

Ce site a donne son ran a 1a culture de 
Chavrn qui se d~e1oppa entre 1500 et 
300 avant J.C. environ (les analyses au 
carbone 14 tendant a en faire rem.:mter 
l'origine vers 1800) et qui preceda 1es 
premieres civilisations regionales camme 
ce11es de Sa1inar, de Maranga et de Nas-

ca. 

WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° 330 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomina tion: Archaeological Site of 
Chav:ln 

Location: Province of Huari, Depart:rrent 
of Ancash 

State Darty: Peru 

Da te : August 23, 1984 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That this cultural property be included 
on the World Heritage List on the basis 
of criterion III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

The village of Chavln de Huantar, located 
in a high valley of the Peruvian Andes 
at an al ti tude of 3, 177 neters, was cons
tructed near one of the oldest known 
and rrost admired preco1ambian sites. In 
the words of Antonio Vasquez de Espinosa 
who visited it in 1616, "Close by the 
village of Chavln there is a large buil
ding remarkably huge free stones. It 
was one of the rrost fanous sanctuaries -
having the sane importance as Rare and 
Jerusalem for us - where Indians went 
to offer up their sacrifices." (Carpm
dio y descripci6n de las Indias occiden
tales, 1628). 

This site gave its nane to the culture 
of Chavln which developed roughly bet
ween 1500 and 300 B.C. (Carbon 14 ana
lyses would indicate a starting date of 
ca. 1800). It preceded the first regional 
civilizations such as that of Salinar, 
Maranga and Nasca. 
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Chav1TI, regulierement visite par des 
voyageurs au XIXeme siecle, fut fouille, 
a partir de 1919, par l' archeologue pe
ruvien Julio C. Tello, dont les travaux 
contribuerent a la renoomee rrondiale du 
site. En 1945, un glissement de terrain 
desastreux recouvri t un grand nanbre de 
rronurnents. En 1970, Chavln a ete en ou
tre affecte par un tranblernent de terre. 

Le "projet archeologique de Chavln" qui 
associe depuis 1980 l'Universite Federi
co Villareal et la Fondation Volkswagen, 
a permis la reprise des fouilles et 
1 'elaboration, sous Ie contrOle de 
1 I Insti tuto Nacional de CUI tura, d 'un 
plan d I exploration et de sauvegarde du 
si te, qu!. couvre une superficie de 
12.000 m2 environ et regne sur un en
semble de terrasses et de places auteur 
desquels s' organisent les constructions 
en pierre appareillee. 

Le caractere cererroniel et culture 1 d~ 
minant de II ensemble de Chav1n ne fait 
pas de OOute et marque aussi bien l' ar
chitecture du "temple du Lanzon" et de 
la "pyramide Tello" etablis sur un re
seau canplexe de galeries, que Ie decor 
sculpte des immenses megalithes omes : 
Ie Lanzon, mono lithe granitique de plus 
de 4 m de haut, la stele Rawndi, bloc 
de diorite de 2 m, l'obelisque Tello,etc. 

La. sculpture en bas-relief des dalles, 
des linteaux, des colonnes se caracte
rise par un repertoire omernental essen
tiellernent zOClIOrphique (jaguars, ser
pents, condors, caimans) auquel se mele 
accessoirement la figure humaine. Les 
celebres "cabezas clavas", sortes d' enor
roes modi lIons en ronde bosse encastres 
dans l'appareil des murs (l'une subsiste 
in situ dans Ie mur du "Castillo" dresse 
sur Ie flanc sud du teq:>le) sent 1 'une 
des creations les plus saisissantes de 
l' art monumental de Chav!'n. 

L'ICQMOS recammande essentiellement l'ins
cription sur la liste du PatrinDine Mon
dial du site de Chavtn, site eponyme d'une 
des civilisations anciennes de l'Amerique 
du SUd, au titre du critere III. 

Visited on a regular basis by travellers 
during the 19th century, Chavln was exca
vated from 1919 by the Peruvian archaeo
logist, Julio C. Tello, whose ~rk con
tributed to the site I s international repu
tation. In 1945, a gCXJd many of the rronu
nents were covered up by a desastrous 
landslide. r-Dreover, Chavln was affected 
by an earthquake in 1970. 

The "archaeological project of Chavm" 
which since 1980 has been the focus of 
joint efforts on the part of Federico 
Villareal University and the Volkswagen 
Foundation, has made possible the resurrp
tion of excavation and the creation of 
an exploration and safeguard plan for 
the site under the supervision of the 
Instituto Nacional de Cultura. The site 
covers a surface area of rooghly 12,000 m2, 
consisting of a number of terraces and 
squares having constructions of bonded 
stones. 

The prevailing cererronial and cultural 
nature of the entire Chav1n canplex is 
very clear. It characterizes the archi
tecture of the "Lanzon terrple", the "Tello 
pyramid" which are both built upon a 
canplex network of galleries, and the 
sculpted decor of the :ilmense ornate 
rregaliths : the Lanzon, a granite rronolith 
of rrore than 4 rreters in height, the Rai
rrondi stele, a 2 rreter block of diorite, 
the Tello obelisk, etc. 

The bas-relief sculptures on slabs, 
lintels and columns is characterized by 
an essentially zoorrorphical repertory 
(jaguars, snakes, condors and cayrcans) 
to which human faces are added here and 
there. The renowned "cabezas c1avas", 
which are a sort of round corbel em
bossed on the wall stones (one of which 
still exists in situ on the "Castillo" 
wall at the terrple' s soothern flank) are 
one of the rrost gripping creations of the 
rconurrental art of Chavin. 

IC(M)S wholeheartedly recontrends the 
inclusion on the World Heritage List of 
the site of Chav:!n, eponym of one of the 
ancient civilizations of SOUth America, 
on the basis of criterion III. 

ICOMOS, Juillet I July 1985. 
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ESQUEMA PANORAMlCO DE LAS RUI
NAS CHAVIN DE HUANTAR. 
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