
ICOMOS 
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON YlONUMENTS AND SITES 

CON S ElL I N T ERN A T ION A L DES \1 0 N U MEN T SET DES SIT E S 

CON S E J 0 I N T ERN A C ION A L D E :-'1 0 N U MEN T 0 S Y SIT lOS 

ME)I(llYHAPOllHblA COBET no BonpOCAM nAM~THHKOB H llOCTonPHME4ATEJIbHbIX MECT 

LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose: Qusair Amra 

Lieu: Region d'Azraq 

Etat partie: Jorllimde 

Date: 10 Mai 1984 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que Ie bien culturel propose soit ins­
cri t sur la Liste du PatrinDine Mondial 
au titre des cri teres I, III et IV. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

A environ 85 kIn a I 'est d'AIrman, a pro­
xlluite de la piste caravaniere passant 
par Azrak, Kharaneh et Tubah, Qusair 
Amra est l'une des multiples residences 
que les califes orceyyades firent cons­
truire dans Ie desert de la Syrie et 
de la Jorllimde actuelles. Ces "chAteaux 
du desert" assumaient plusieurs fonc­
tions : celIe de forteresses pouvant 
hererger, au rroins occasionnellercent, 
une garnisan, celIe de lieux de detente 
oU les califes avaient plaisir a renou­
er avec la vie traditionnelle des 
bedouins IlC>I'Pa.de1D. 

La forteresse de Qusair Amra, de plan 
carre, est ruinee et seules en subsis­
tent les fondations; mais Ie petit cM­
teau de plaisance, catprenant une salle 
d'audience a trois nefs et un hamnam, 
subsiste avec san extraordinaire decor 
de peintures rmrales. Celles-ci, decou­
vertes en 1898 par I' autrichien Alois 
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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomina tion: Qusair Amra 

Location: Azraq Region 

S ta te Darty: Jordan 

Da te: Ma.y 10, 1984 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the proposed cultural property be 
included on the World Heritage List on 
the basis of criteria I, III and IV. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Approx:inately 85 kilorceters east of AIman 
not far fran the caravan trail which 
passes through Azrak, Kharaneh and Tubah, 
Qusair Amra is one of the many residences 
which the Orrayyad caliphs bull t in the 
desert of present-day Syria and Jordan. 
'!hese "castles of the desert" had various 
roles. '!hey were fortresses where garri­
sons could be lodged, on at least an 
occasional basis; they were places of 
relaxation where the caliphs could carre 
back into contact with the traditional 
existence of Bedouin narads. 

'!he fortress of Qusair Amra, square in 
shape, is in ruins with nothing nore 
than the foundations rerraining. But the 
small ~untry house with its tl'1..ree-nave 
reception h.all and -ihamnam still :exists wi Fh 
its extraordinary rmral decorations. 
'!hese rmrals, which were discovered by 
the Austrian, Alois Musil in 1898, who 
made them known in 1907, were recently 
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Husil qui les fit connaitre en 1907, 
ont ere recemrrent restaurees par une 
equipe de specialistes espagnols di­
riges par I' archoologue ~1artin Alma­
gro. 
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L' inrer~t de Qusair Amra, probablenent 
Mti sous Walid Ier (705-715), bien 
qu' une hypothese recente suggere Ie 
regne de Walid II (743-744), tient 
d' abord a la structure architecturale 
rernarquable de la salle d' audience et 
a la presence d' un canplexe balnea.rre 
tres canplet. 
Desservi par une noria et un aqueduc, 
il conporte, comre dans des t:henres 
romains, les trois salles du vestiaire 
(apcxlyterium) du bain tiede (tepidarium) 
et du bain chaud (caldarium), ainsi 
qu' une salle de service. 

Mais ce qui assure I 'unicire de Qusair 
Amra, c'est Ie decor de peintures figu­
rati ves des nurs et des voiltes de la 
salle d' audience et du hanmarn. Aux 
sujets historiques (personnages royaux 
vaincus par Ie calife oneyyade) repon­
dent des representations Irlftllologiques 
(les nuses de la Poesie, de la Philo-
sophie et de I'Histoire sont designees 
en grec), un zodiaque, des scenes de 
chasse, des scenes de harnrnam, des sujets 
de fantaisie (anirraux musiciens, chas­
seur chasse par un lion) etc. 

L'ICOms recomnande I' inscription de 
Qusair Amra sur la liste du Patrircoine 
r.bndial au titre des criteres I, III et 
IV. 

Critere I : I 'ensenble des peintures de 
QusaIr Amra est une realisation artisti­
que unique de I' epcx:jlle orreyyade 

Critere III : Qusair Amra. apporte un te­
neignage exceptiannel sur la civilisation 
orreyyade inpregnee d' une culture profane 
preislamique dent Ie rigorisme des mili­
eux religieux de l'epcx:jlle abasside n'a 
laisse subsister que des traces insigni­
fiantes dans les arts plastiques. 

Critere IV : si I 'on se sruvient que les 
gypseries du Qasr el 1-1sch.atta ont ete 
transporrees au nusee de Berlin, que les 
nesaiques du Qasr Hischarn (Khirbet al­
~1afjar) sont aujrurd'hui au rrusee arche­
ologique palestinien de Jerusalem, que 
les ruines de Qasr al I<hayr al-Sharqi et 

restored by a team of Spanish specialists 
headed by the archaeologist, Martin Alrra­
gro. 

Qusair Amra, which was probably built 
under Walid I (705-715), though a nere 
recent theory suggests the reign of 
Walid II (743-744), is interesting first 
of all due to the remarkable architectural 
structure of the reception hall and also due 
the existence of a very extensive bath 
canplex. Supplied by a noria and an aque­
duct, it resembles ranan baths with its 
three rooms, the changing-room (apodyte­
rium) , the tepid bath (tepidarium) and 
the hot bath (caldarium), in addition to 
the service room. 

What gives Qusair Amra its uniqueness, 
h~ver, is the figurative painting decor 
on the walls and vaults of the reception hall 
and hammam. There are historical therres 
(royal figures who were defeated by the 
Qnayyad caliph) and Irlftllological repre­
sentations as well (the ImlSes of Poetry, 
Philosophy and History, with their nanes 
in Greek), a Zooiac, hunting scenes and 
harrmam scenes as well as sorre iroaginal:y 
therres (animal musicians, a hunter being 
chased by a lion) etc . 

ICQM)S recomrends the inclusion of Qusair 
Amra on the World Heritage List on the 
basis of criteria I, III and IV. 

Criterion I : theQusair Amra paintings 
constitute a unique achieverrent in the 
Ctrayyad perioo. 

Criterion III : QusairArnra bears excep­
tional testinony to the Omayyad civili­
zation which was imbued with a pre-Islamic 
secular culture whose austere religious 
environment only left behind insignificant 
traces in the visual arts. 

Criterion IV : If you will recall that 
the gypsum work of Qasr el Mschatta was 
sent to the Berlin museum, that the 
nesaics of Qasr Hischarn (Khirbet al-Mafjar) 
are nCM on display at the Palestinian 
archaeological museum in Jerusalem and 
that the ruins of Qasr al Khayr al-Sharqi 
and Qasr al Khayr al~i only possess 
rare decorative elenents, then you will 
agree that Qusair Amra is the best conser­
ved architectural enserrble, if not the 
nest carrplete, of all the Ctrayyad palaces 



- 3 -

Qasr al Khayr al ~bi ne COllpOrtent 
que de rares elerrents de decor, Qusair 
Amra est I' ensemble architectural Ie 
rnieux conserve, sillon Ie plus carg;:>let, 
de tous les chAteaux et palais orreyya­
des de Jordanie et de Syrie. 

and castles in Jordan and Syria. 

Paris, lCOMDS, Juillet / July 1985. 


