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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose: La ville-rrosquee histo
rique de Bagerhat . 

Lieu: Khulna 

Etat partie: Bangladesh 

Date: 30 decernbre 1983 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que Ie-bien culture I propose soit ir~crit 
sur la liste du Patrliroine ~"ondial aprps 
que la c.efinition d'un rerm.etre 
de ~otection et d 'un plan de gestion Cll 
site archcologique nrcsrecte, rrais non 
int-6nri"llpTY1pnt f'nuillp aft Atp :"',..."rn;':'. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Au cours de la premiere rroitie du 
}IN erre siecle, Ie general turc Ulugh 
Khan Jahan fonda dans la zone inhospita
liere des bouches du Gange et du Braluna
poutre, la ville qui, par la suite, al
lai t prendre Ie nom de Khalifatabad. 

Englobee aujourd'hui dans les fau
bourgs de Bagerhat, cette ville ancienne, 
creee en quelques annees et retoumee a 
la jtmgle apres la rrort de son fondateur 
en 1459, frappe par quelques traits ex
ceptionnels : 
- la densite des rronuments religieux is
lamiques. Elle s'explique par la piete 
de Khan Jahan, dent tenoigne I' inscrip
tion gravee sur sa tornbe. 
- I' absence de fortifications, rendues 
inutiles par les possibilites de retrai
tes dans les marecages :i.rrpenetrables des 
Stmder.bans. 
- la qualite des infrastuctures : adduc
tions et evacuations d'eau, citemes et 
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A) IDENTIFICATION 

-----

Nomination: The Historic Mosque City of 
Bagerhat 

Loca tion: Khulna 

State Darty: Bangladesh 

Date: December 30, 1983 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the nrarosed cultural ryroperty be 
included on the ~~70rld Feritacre List 
after the definition of-a nrotected 

area and of a rn.anaqertEI1t nlan of the ar
chaeolOC"ical site (not vet fully excavated) 
has been nroduced. . .. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

During the course of the first half 
of the 15th centw:y, the Tul:kish general 
Ulugh Khan Jahan fotmded, in the inhospita 
ble area of the rrouth of the Ganges and 
the Brahna.putra, the city which, thereaf
ter, cane to be known as Khalifatabad. 

Today, included wi thin the suburbs 
of Bagerllat, this old city, created within 
a feN years and swallowed up by the jungle 
after the death of its fotmder in 1459, 
strikes one by certain unccrnnon features: 
- the density of Islamic religious nonu
rrents. 'Ihese nonurrents are explained by 
the piety of Khan Jahan, which is attested 
to by the engraved inscription on his tomb 
- the lack of the fortifica,tions, ren
dered useless by the IX>ssibili ties of re
treat into the iIrpenetrable swarrps of the 
Sunder.bans • 
- the quality of the infrastructures : the 
conveying and evacuation of water, cis-;. 
terns and reservoirs, roads and bridges, 

ICOMOS Hllld SaiIllAi~nall. 7S Rue du Temple. -SOO3 Paris Tel. 277 ~S 7h Cable address / Adresse ldc~raphiquc ICOMOS PARIS 



- 2 -

reservoirs, routes et ponts, revEHant 
me parfaite maitrise des techniques d' 
am§nagerrent et me volonte d' organisation 
de l' espace . 

AI' heure actuelle, les rronurrents de 
Khalifatabad partiellerrent degages de la 
vegetation se repartissent en deux zones 
principales I distantes de 6,5 krn environ : 
autour de la rrosquee de Shait Gurrbad, ce
lebre par sa grande salle de prieres di
visee en sept nefs longitudinales a l' 
ouest et autour du rrausolee de Khan Jahan 
a l'est. 

Plus de cinguante rronurrents ant ete 
repertories • Citons dans Ie premier grou
pe, les rrosquees Singar, Bibi Pegni et 
Chmakkola, dans Ie second, les rrosquees 
Reza Khoda , Zindavir et Ranvijoypur. 

La. conservation de cet enserrble vulne
rable ou l'architecture de brique predamine, 
l' am§nagerrent d' me zone archeologique et 
touristique ont fait l'objet, en 1983, d' 
me mission de 1 'UNESCO conduite par John 
sanday. 

Ies rronurrents sont tous rre:n.aces a rroyen 
tenre, du fait de l'extrerre salinite du sol 
et de l' atrrosphere. Ie projet d' me large 
route "touristiqu.e" de Bagerhat a Khalifa
tabad parait contestable. 

L' lCaDS, tout en estirnant que la ville 
de Khalifatabad pourrai t etre inscrite sur 
la Liste du Patrirroine Mondial au titre du 
critere IV soUhaiterait la definition prea
lable d' m perirnetre de protection et la 
constitution d'm plan de conservation et 
de gestion dont Ie rapport de l' UNESCO con
tient seulerrent Ie projet. 

revealing a perfect rrastery of the tech
niques of planning and a will toward spa
tial organization. 

Today, the rronurrents of Khalifata
bad, which have been partially disenga- (i. 
ged from the vegetation, rray be divided 
into tw::> principal zones 6.5 krrs. apart : 
to the West, aIOmd the nosque of Shait 
Gurrbad, renowned for its large prayer :room, 
divided into seven longitudinal naves; 
and to the East, arolIDd the rrausoleum of 
Khan Jahan. 

MJre than 50 nonurrents have been 
catalogued here: for example, in the 
first group, the rrosqtEs of Singar, Bibi 
Begni and Clumakkola; in the second group, 
the nosques of Reza ~da, Zindavir and 
Ranvijoypur • 

A UNESCO mission in 1983 mder 
John Sanday had, as its objective, the 
preservation of this vulnerable enserrble, 
where brick architecture preCbminates, 
and the planning of an archaeological 
and touristic zone. 

All of these ncnurrents are threate
ned wi thin the near future, owing to the 
extrerre salinity of the soil and the atnos
phere. The projected wide "touristic" 
road from Bagerhat to Khalifatabad appears 
debatable. 

While considering that it would be 
p::>ssible to include the city of Khalifa
tabad on the vorld Heritage List based 
on criterion rv, 19:)f·{)S would wish to ha
ve the preliminary definition of an area 
of protection and the incorporation of a 
plan for its preservation and administra
tion, for which the report of UNESCO en
closes only guidelines. 
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