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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propos~: Archi~ecture preranane 
astur~enne. 

Lieu: Santa Maria del Naranco, 
-- San Miguel de Lillo, 

Santa Cristina. de lena. 

Eta t partie: Espagne 

Dat.e: 30 Decanbre 1983 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que ces biens culturels soient inscrits 
sur la Liste du Patrim:>ine Mondial au 
titre des criteres I, II et IV. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Au lendanain de la conquete de l'Espagne 
par les kabes, la reconstitution, dans 
les rrontagnes des Asturies, du minuscule 
royaume chretien de Pelage revet une im­
portance historique et culturelle dispro­
portionnee ~ sa signification politique : 
l'existence de cette principaute issue du 
royaume wisigoth fut longtemps precaire 
et ce n' est pas sans. parti -pris que l' on 
a voulu faire de la bataille de Oovadonga 
(718) la premiere victoire d 'une guerre 
de hui t siecles contre l' Islam, achev~ 
en 1494 avec la prise de Grenade par les 
Rois Catholiques. 

En revanche, Ie royaume des Asturies, 
quoique fr~emnent menac~ par les raids 
arabes (Oviedo fut prise en 789, puis sac 
cag~ ~ nouveau en 794), devint des Ie 
IXane sieele une serte de bastion avanc~ 
de la chr~tient~ et une archi tecture s~ 
cifique s 'y d~eloppa, oonnaissant son 
a~~ sous Ie regne de Ramire Ier (842-
850) que les sources narratives 
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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomina tion: Pre-rananesque Architecture 
in Asturias. 

Location: Santa Maria del Naranco, 
San r.1iguel de Lillo, 
Santa Cristina de Lena. 

State Darty: Spain 

Da te: December 30, 1983 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That these cultural properties be inclu­
ded on the World Heritage List on the 
basis of criteria I, II and IV. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

On the rrorrow of the Arab conquest of 
Spain, the reconstitution in the rrountains 
of Asturias of the tiny Christian kingdan 
of Pelage is of historical and cultural 
irrportance which greatly overshadows its 
political significance. For a long tirre, 
the existence of this principality which . 
was an offshoot of the Visigoth kingdan 
ranained precarious ant it is not without 
a certain prejudice that the battle of 
Covadonga (718) was portrayed as the first 
victory in a war against Islam which las­
ted eight centuries, drawing to a close 
as it did with the taking of Granada by 
the catholic Kings. 

However, the K~dan of Asturias, though 
frequently threatened by Arab raids 
(Oviedo was captured in 789, then sacked 
again in 794), becane a sort of stronghold 
of Christianity in the 9th century ~ a 
special brand of architecture took Jroot 
there, reach~ its apogee under the reigr. 
of Ramire I (842-850) whan the narrative 

11·( )\10'1· l/(i!~1 "ainl·Ai~n.ll1, :~ RUl' JlI Tl'mrll'. ~~(~)1 I'lm· Tel. ~77.J5'6 C.lt-Ie: ,ldJrc,~ \(lrl"'~ (~I~graphique ICOMOS PARIS 



- 2 -

(Chroniques d' Albelda, de S@)astien, de 
Silos) oous pr~sentent ccmne un grand 
batisseur. 

Des trois 6difices propos~s par Ie gou­
verI'lE!Ient espagool pour inscription sur 
la liste du Patr:i.noine Mondial, deux sont 
datables du r~ de Ramire : ce sont 
Santa Maria del Naranco et San Miguel de 
Lillo, sanctuaires si tu~s aux arords im­
mediats de la capitale du royaume, Ovie­
do, sur les flancs du nont Naranco ; Ie 
troisiane, l~erement posiliieur, tire 
les lec;ons des innovations spatiales, 
structure lIes et d~oratives de l'e,poque 
ramirienne : c'est l'~lise de Santa 
Cristina de Lena, a 37 kIn au sud d 'Ovie­
do, sur la route de Ie6n. 

Santa Maria del Naranco est une ancienne 
r€siaerlCe royale a deux niveaux, OU les 
fouilles de 1930-1934 ont revele l'exis­
tence de bains dans 1 'une des salles 
basses. Transfonne en ~lise entre 905 et 
1065, ce palais ramirien de plan rectan­
gulaire, fla.IXJUe d' escaliers exterieurs 
au nord et d' un balcon au sud, s' ouvrai t 
largement a l'est et a l'ouest par des 
sortes de loggias, veri tables miradors 
regnant sur une travee et perces sur 
trois faces. 

San Miguel de Lillo, conc;u des l' origine 
pour ~tre une ~lise, ne conserve que les 
deux premieres travees, admirablement 
€quilibrees, d'un edifice anU::>itieux dont 
la parente avec Ie palais du Naranco est 
evidente. 

Santa Cristina· de Lena, reduction hanna­
nieuse mais plus nodeste de ces creations 
exoeptionnelles represente l'ultime phase 
de cette inc::arq;>arable architecture astu­
rienne, vers 850-866, s'il est vrai qu'il 
s'agit de 1a chapelle d'un damaine royal 
d 'Ordono Ier. 

L'IOOMOS recammande l'inscription de ces 
trois edifices sur 1a liste du Patrinoi­
ne Morrlial au titre des cri teres I, II et 
IV. 

- critere I : l' architecture preramane 
asturienne represente une realisation ar­
tistique unique qui n'est ni un avatar de 
1 'art paleochretien, ni un facies de 
1 'art caroliD3'ien. Ces €glises de plan 
basilical, entierement voutees, faisant 
usage de colonnes au lieu de piles, 

sources (Chronicles of Albelda, Sebastian 
and Silos) portray as a great builder. 

Of the three edifices proposed by the Spa­
nish government for inclusion on the Wbrld 
Heri tage List two can be traced back to the 
reign of Ramire. They are Santa Maria del 
Naranco and San Miguel de Lillo, sanctuaries 
which are located in the inmediate vicinity 
of the capital of the kiD3'dan, Oviedo, on 
the slopes of Mount Naranco. The third, which 
is slightly nore recent, nakes use of the 
spacial, structural and decorative innova­
tions of the Ramirian period. It is the church 
of Santa Cristina de Lena, 37 kilaneters 
south of Oviedo on the road to Leon. 

. SantaMaria· del Naranco is a fonner royal 
residence built on two levels. Excavations 
in 1930-1934 revealed the existence of baths 
in one of lower roans. This rec~ar Ramt­
rian palace which was converted into a chU' 
between 905 and 1065 and which has exterior 
stairways at the north em and a balcony at 
the south em opens to the east and west via 
loggias which act as lookout points poised 
upon bays and open at all three sides. 

. san ·Miguel·de ·Lillo which has been a church 
right fran the very start, only has retained 
the first two admirably balanced bays of an 
ambitious buildiD3' which bears a stroD3' res~ 
blance to the Naranco Palace. 

santa·Cristirtade Lena, a harroc>nious but 
smaller version of these exceptional creations 
anbodies the final phase of this incarparable 
Asturian architecture (ca. 850-866), if it is 
indeed true, as believed ,that this was the 
chapel of the royal danain of Ordono I. 

ICCM)Srecormends the inclusion of these three 
edifices on the Wbrld Heritage List on the 
basis of criteria I, II and IV. 

- criterion I : Pre-Rananesque Asturian archi­
tecture represents a unique artistic achieve­
ment which is neither a metarrorphosis of Paleo­
Christian art nor a feature of CaroliD3'ian art. 
These churches which are of basilical layout, 
entirely vaulted, and which make use of columns 
instead of piers have very rich decors which 
contain Visigothic reminiscences, Arabic ele­
ments as well as shapes which associate them 
with the great sanctuaries of Asia Minor. 

-criterion ·11 : Asturian rronuments have exer­
ted decisive influence on the development of 
medieval architecture on the Iberic peninsula. 
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v&iculent dans leur tr~s riche d~a­
tion des r€miniscences wisigothiques et 
des trouvailles arabes aussi bien que 
des fonnes qui. les apparentent aux grams 
sanctuaires d' Asie Mineure. 

- Cri ~re II : les m:muments asturiens 
ont exerc~ une influence d~terminante 
sur Ie dareloppement de l' architecture 
mMi~le dans la ¢ninsule ib&ique. 

- Crit~re IV : les palais et ~lises des 
environs d 'OViedo offrent un t€moignage 
ffilinent sur la civilisation du petit 
royaUl'!¥:! chr~tien des Asturies ~ l' ~poque 
de la splendeur de l' €mirat de Cordoue. 

- criterion IV : the palaces am churches in 
the surrouncUDls of Oviedo provide eminent 
testimony to the civilization of the small 
Christian Kirgdan of Asturias durin] the 
splendor of the emirate of Cordoba. 

Paris, lcamos, Mai/May 1985. 



Santa r.1aria del Naranco. 



San Miguel de Lillo. 
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Que ces biens culturels soient inscrits 
sur la Liste du Patrinoine Mondial au 
titre des criteres I, II et IV. 

That these cultural properties be inclu­
ded on the World Heritage List on the 
basis of criteria I, II and IV. 

~'--'----------'-------------------'----r-------------------------------------; 
C) JUSTIFICATION C) JUSTIFICATION' 

~'--'----------'-------------------'----r--------------------------------------; 
Au lendemain de la ronquete de 1 'Espa.gne 
par les h:-abes, la reconstitution, dans 
les montagnes des Asturies, du minuscule 
royaume chretien de Pelage revet une im­
portance historique et culturelle dispro­
portionnee a sa signification politique : 
I' existence de cette principaute issue du 
rayaume wisigoth fut longtanps precaire 
et ce n' est pas sans parti -pris que l' on 
a voulu faire de la bataille de Covacbnga 
(718) la premiere victoire d 'une guerTe 
de huit siecles contre l'Islam, achevee 
en 1494 avec la prise de Grenade par les 
Rois Catholiques. 

Er.: revanche, Ie royaurne des Asturies, 
qu.oique frequemnent menace par les raids 
arabes (OViedo fut prise en 789, puis sac 
ca.gee a nouveau en 794), devint des Ie 
IXeme siecle une sorte de bastion avance 
dE! la chretiente et une architecture sp§­
cifique s 'y developpa, ronnaissant son 
apogee sous le regne de Ramire Ier (B42-
8~iO) que les sources narratives 

On the norraw of the Arab conquest of 
Spain, the reconstitution in the nountains 
of Asturias of the tiny Christian kingdan 
of Pelayo is of historical and cultural 
in"portance which greatly overshadows its 
political significance. For a long time, 
the existence of this principality which 
was an offshoot of the Visigoth kingdom 
remained precarious ant it is not without 
a certain prejudice that the battle of 
Covadonga (718) was fOrtrayed as the first 
victory in a war against Islam which las­
ted eight centuries, drawing to a close 
as it did with the taking of Granada by 
the catholic Kings in 1494. 

However, the Kingdom of Asturias, though 
frequently threatened by Arab raids 
(Oviedo was captured in 789, then sacked 
again in 794), became a sort of strongholc 
of Christianity in the 9th century and a 
special brand of architecture took root 
there, reaching its apogee under the reigr 
of Ramiro I (842-850) whO'!'. the narrative 
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(Chroniques d' Albelda, de S~tien, de 
Silos) nous presentent centre un grand 
b:itissEmr. 

Des trois edifices prq:oses par Ie gou­
ve:rn.em::mt espagool pour inscription sur 
1a lis1:e du Patrircoine Mondial, deux sont 
datablE~ du regne de Ramire : ce sont 
SaJlta ~laria del Naranco et San Miguel de 
Lillo, sanctuaires si tues aux abords 1m­
mediats de la capitale du royaume, OVie­
do, sur les flancs du nont Naranco ; Ie 
troisiEme, legeranent posterieur, tire 
les l~;ons des innovations spatiales, 
structurelles et decorati ves de l' epoque 
ramiriE!llI1e : c' est l' eglise de Santa 
Cristina de Lena., a ,37 kIn au sud d 'OVie­
do" sw~ 1a route de Ie6n. 

Sal''ltal'laria del Naranco est une ancienne 
re:ndence royale a deux niveaux, OU les 
f01lillE~S de 1930-1934 ont revele I' exis­
tence de bains dans 1 tune des salles 
basses. Transfonne en eglise entre 905 e't 
1065, c:e palais ramirien de plan rectan­
gulairE~, flaJXIUe d' escaliers exterieurs 
au nord et d 'un balcon au sud, s' ouvrai t 
laJrgem:mt aI' est et aI' ouest par des 
SOJrtes de loggias, veritables miradors 
reqnan1: sur une travee et perces sur 
trois faces. 

SaJ1Micruel de Lillo, COn<;ll des I 'origine 
pol~:re une €glise, ne conserVe que les 

sources (Chronicles of Albelda, Sebastian 
and Silos) portray as a great ruilder. 

Of the three edifices proposed by the Spa­
nish government for inclusion on the WOrld 
Heri tage List two can be traced back to the 
reign of Ramiro. They are Santa Maria del 
Naranco and San Miguel de Lillo, sanctuaries: 
which are located in the iImediate vicinity,; 
of the capital of the kingdan, OViedo, on ' •• ' ','~~?~"' 
the slopes of !-bunt Naranco..- The third, whicl . 
is slightly nore recent, nakes use of the '''c' 

SJ?B.cial, structu:a~ and d~rativ~ innova- .: /,,,,,,,,!,. 
tions of the Ramir1an per1od. It 1S the churc 
of Santa Cristina de Lena, 37 kilaneters'" ::::i::: :a:::.~l • 
resideoce built on two levels. Excavations "'r 
in 1930-1934 revealed the existence of baths.' ,"""',"" 
in one of lCMer roans. This rec'l::a.ngular Rami - /'~" . 
rianpalace which was converted into a church "I 

between 905 and 1065 and which has exterior .is;],. 

stairways at the north end and a balcony at 
the south end opens to the east and west via '~1 
loggias which act as lookout points poised 
upon bays and open at all three sides. 

. 'san . Miguel 'de 'Lillo which has been a church 
right fran the very start, only has retained 
the first two admirably balanced bays of an 
ambitious ruilding which bears a strong resem­
blance to the Naranco Palace. 

deux premieres travees, admirablem:mt .. santa 'cristirtade Iena, a harrrbnious rut 
~lilibrees, d'un edifice ambitieux dont smaller version of these exceptional "",.",",~f-' 
1a parEmte avec Ie palais du Naranco est an1:xxlies the final phase of this 
eviden1:e. Asturian architecture (ca. 850-866), if it is 

SaJ1taCristina:de rena, reduction harrro­
nr.~use mais plus nodeste de ces creations 
exc::epti.ormelles represente 1 'ultime phase 
de cet1:e inoc:xrg;>arable architecture astu­
ri(:mIle,. vers 850-866, s' il estvrai qu' il 
s'agit de 1a chapelle d'un danaine royal 
d 'Orooiio Ier. 

L'ICCMOS recanmande l'inscription de ces 
trois ~ilifices sur la liste du Patrinoi­
ne Mondial au titre des cri teres I, II et 
IV. 

- Cri tE~re I : I' architecture preranane 
as~tw .. iEmne-represente une realisation ar­
tistiql.le unique qui n' est ni un avatar de 
l',art 1:a1eochretien, ni un facies de 
l',art earolingien. Ces eglises de plan 
basiJieal, entieranent vofitees, faisant 
usage de colonnes au lieu de piles, 

indeed true, as believed ,that this was the 
chapel of the royal danain of Ordono I. 

ICCM:>S reccmrends the inclusion of these three 
edifices on the WOrld Heritage List on the 
basis of criteria I, II and IV. 

~criterioh I : Pre-Rcmanesque Asturian 
tecture represents a unique artistic achieve­
nent which is neither a IretaIrorphosis of 
Christian art nor a feature of Carolingian art. 
These churches which are of basilical layout, 
entirely vaulted, and which make use of '"'U' ............ , .. 
instead of piers have very rich decors which 
contain Visigothic reminiscences, Arabic ele­
ments as well as shapes which associate than 
with the great sanctuaries of Asia Minor. 

~criterioh 'II : Asturian nonumants have 
ted decisive influence on the develq::.m:mt of 
nedieval architecture on the Iberic peninsula. 
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v~H1icu.lent dans leur tres riche decora­
tion des reminiscences wisigothiques et 
dE~s trouvailles arabes aussi bien que 
des formes qui les apparentent aux grands 
scmctuaires d' Asie Mineure. 

- Cri t:ere II : les rocmtnnents asturiens 
ont exerce une influence detenninante 
sur IE! developpement de l'architecture 
mi'klie'vale dans la peninsule iberique. 

- Crit:ere IV : les palais et (§glises des 
environs d'OViedo offrent un temoignage 
a:rrinent sur la civilisation du petit 
royaume chretien des Asturies aI' ep::x;rue 
de la splendeur de l'Emirat de Cordoue. 

Dill1S une note transmise a l'ICCM:>S lors 
do la reunion du Bureau du Comi te du 
I'iltrirroine rrondial, Ie Couvernanent 
('spagrnl a souhai te 11 inscription de 
l.rois rnuveaux edifices : les eglises 
d(~ San Salvador de valdedios et de San 
,flliian de los Prados, ainsi que la 
<"mura Santa d'Oviedo. Cette dernande 
(,(]l1pH§mentaire se justifie pleinanent 
elll point de vue de la connaissance his-
t (Jriqlle de l' art du roya1.llre des Asturies. 
I,' ('glise San Salvador de Valdedios, con­
:dcree en 893, proche par sa structure 
':(' San ~1iguel de Lillo, offre un bel 
, ';.:( ~nple de decor "prerornan" influence 
I' tr- 11 art rrozarabe. 

:' dCJissant des deux autres edifices, 
I ' I COI"K)S rappel Ie , sans que ces remarques 
:( ) i cn t dirimantes : 

I) (1U() les peintures murales de San 
, J II \ ian de los Prados (Santullano) ne sub­
: , i : ; tent quia 11 etat de vestiges archeolo­
'I i( Illes 

.') qu'il serait regrettable de dissocier 
t L 111~; 1 I ensemble celebre de la camara Santa 
d'()viedo la Salle du Palais dlAlphonse II 
I,' ('haste (788-842) de la Salle du XIIe 
: ; i ( " .\ c, bien connue par ses statues d I ap6-­
tIt ':; d i sposees en paires a la ret.c:.rnbee des 
, II t ':; (joubleaux. 

- Criterion IV : the palaces and churches in 
the surroundings of OViedo provide eminent 
testimony to the civilization of the small 
Christian Kingdon of Asturias during the 
splendor of the emirate of Cordoba. 

In a menorandum which it forwarded to 
ICCM:>S during the World Heritage Corrrni. ttee I s 
Bureau rreeting, the Spanish governrrent 
expressed its wish that three further 
rron1.llrents be included : the churches of 
San Salvador de Valdedios and San Julian 
de los Prados as well as the camara Santa 
in OViedo. This further request is fully 
justified fram the standpoint of historical 
knowledge of the art of the Kingdam of 
Asturias. The structure of the Church of 
San Salvador de Valdedios, consecrated.in 
893, is very similar to that of San Miguel 
de Lillo and it constitutes a handsare 
exarrple of "pre-Rom:mesque" decor influenced 
by Mozarabic art. . 

As for the other two buildings, ICCM)S 
would like to rrake two <XJIttrents which should 
not be ronsidered nullifying : 

1) the wall paintings in San Julian de los 
Prados (Santullano) as they exist today 
can only be considered as archaeologiCal 
vestiges 

2) it would be indeed unfortunate within 
the farrous ensemble of the Camara Santa 
in OViedo to split up the Roan in the 
Palace of Alfonso II the Chaste (788-842) 
and the 12th century Roam which is renCMIled 
for its statues of the apostles grouped 
two by two at the springing of the 
transverse arches. 

ICOMOS, Juillet / July 1985. 
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