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LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propos~: Grotte d'Altamira 

Lieu: Santi11ana del Mar, can~re 

Eta t partie: Espagne 

)ate: 30 D€cembre 1983 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que ce bien cu1 turel soi t inscri t sur la 
Liste du Patr.im:>ine Morrlial au titre des 
criteres I et III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Decouverte fortuitement en 1869, fouil 
lee des 1875, la grotte d'Altamira -dont 
les peintures reconnues en 1879 suscite
rent d'abord la mefiance des specialistes 
en raison rneme de leur stupefiante quali
tc et de leur etat de conservation excep-
tionnel- s'est litposee, des Ie debut du 
XXeme siecle, conroe 1 'une des references 
majeures de 1 'art paleolithique. 

Cette caverne, creusee dans un pla
teau calcaire proche de Santi 1 lana del 
Mar, est consti tuee par une serie de cou
loirs et de salles disposees en S sur 
270 m de longueur environ. Elle a ete 
habi tee des l' €poque aurignacienne, a 
laguelle remontent les premieres repre
sentations figurees tracees sur ses pa
rois, mais la phase d 'occupation la plus 
intense s'etend entre Ie solutreen et Ie 
magdalenien, comme Ie prouve Ie materiel 
Ii thique tres litportant recueilli dans Ie 
"vestibule", ou la majorite des restes 
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WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° 310 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: The Altamira cave 

Loca tion: Santi1lana del Mar, cantabria 

State Darty: Spain 

Date: December 30, 1983 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That this cultural property be included 
on the w:>r1d Heritage List on the basis 
of criteria I and III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Discovered by chance in 1869 and exca
vated as early as 1875, the cave of Alta
mira - whose paintings, recognized in 
1879, were the subject of suspicion on 
the part of specialists owing to their 
astounding quality and their exceptional 
state of conservation - became, in the 
early 20th century, one of the leading 
references of paleolithic art. 

The cavern, which was dug in a lime
stone plateau not far fran Santillana del 
Mar, consists of a series of corridors and 
roans laid out in the shape of an S and 
stretching over a distance of approxima
tely 270 rreters. It was inhabited as early 
as the Aurignacian period, which is the 
period back to which date the first figu
rative representations depicted on its 
walls. However, the rrost intense phase of 
occupation spans the Solutrian and Magda
lenian periods as is proved by the very 
substantial lithic materials found in the 
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organiques a ~t~ dat~ c. 13.540 avant 
J .C. par la IOOthode du Carbone 14. 

C' est ~alanent au d~t de la p&iode 
ma.gdal~menne que la grande salle de 1a 
caverne a ~t~ d~r~, sur sa vofite, de 
superbes peintures polychranes de bisons, 
de chevaux, de cervid~s et de sang1iers. 
Ces images ~ grande ~elle (celIe de la 
biche mesure 2m20 de long) ~tonnent par 
leur naturalisme, les caracteres ~ifi
ques et les caracteres sexuels secondai
res ont ~t~ scrupuleusement observ~s ; la 
vari~te de texture des pelages et des cri
meres rendue avec un maximum d'efficacite 
et un minimum de noyens, dans une palette 
lirni t~ a quelques tons (ceres, rouges et 
noirs) ; les attitudes, d'une extreme va
ri~t~, exaltees par l'utilisation judi
cieuse des reliefs et des anfractuosites 
de la paroi, qui cr~nt d'~tonnants effets 
de tranpe-l' oeil. 

Dans un espace unique et limite (la 
grande salle mesure approximativarent 
18x9 m ), la grotte d' Al tarnira offre un 
raccourci saisissant de la "grande pein
ture" magdaH~menne, telle qu 'on peut ega
lement l' admirer dans les grottes ornees 
da la vallee de la Vezere (inscri tes en 
1979 sur la liste du Patrirroine Horrlial) ou 
dans des sites asturiens carme San Ranan de 
Carrlano. 

L'ICOMOS recammande l'inscription de la 
grotte d' Al tarnira sur la liste du Patrinoi
ne Morrlial au titre des criteres I et III. 

Critere I. Par sa qualite esthetique, Alta
mira, "chapelle Sixtine de la Prehistoire" , 
represente, pour cette periode, une reali
sation artistique unique. 

Critere III. Altarnira apporte un tffioignage 
exceptionnel sur les civilisations ma.gdale
mennes de l'Europe meridionale. 

"vestihlle", where the ma.jority of the organic 
rema.ins were dated at ca. 13,540 B.C., using 
the Carbon 14 nethod. 

It was also at the start of the Magdale
man period that the largest roan in the ca
vern was deoorated. Under its vault there 
are superb polychranatic paintiIlJs of bisoru?, 
oorses, cervidae and boars. These large ima
ges (the doe is 2.2 meters long) are stri
king in their naturalism, and their specific 
features and secondary sexual characteristics 
were sCnlpulously reproduced. They are also 
outstandiIlJ in the variety of fur and mane 
textures which are extranely well rendered 
using a minimum of means and a palette of ce
lors consisting of only several shades 
(ochres, reds and blacks) ; and the extrenely 
varied poses which are exalted by the ma.ster
ly use of wall relief and crevices which pro
vide surprising tranpe-l 'oeil effects.-

In a unique and limited space (the largest 
rcx:m measures roughly 18 x 9 meters), the 
cave of _Altarnira provides a gripping synopsis 
of the best of Magdalenian painting, as it 
can also be admired in the decorated caves of 
the Vezere valley (which were included on the 
w:>rld Heritage List in 1979) or in Asturian 
si tes such as San Ronan de Candarro. 

ICCMOS reccmnends the inclusion of the 
cave ofAltarnira on the ~rld Heritage List 
on the basis of criteria I and III. 

. cri terion I. Fran the standpoint of its 
aesthetic quality, Altarnira, "the Sistine 
Chapel of Prehistory", represents a unique 
artistic achieverrent for this period. 

. criterion III. Al tarnira bears exceptional 
testlltony to the Magdalenian civilizations 
of southern Europe. 

ICOMOS, Mal/May 1985. 
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J\) IDENTIFICATION A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: The Altamira cave 

It..ieu: >antillana del Mar, cant$re Loca tion: Santi11ana del Mar, cantabria 

State oarty: Spain 

JDate: 30 D€canbre 1983 Date: December 30., 1983 
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JB) RECOMMANDATION DE L' ICOMOS 

Que ce bien culturel soit inscrit sur 1a 
List.e du PatriIroine Mondial au titre des 
cri t.eres I et III. 

C) JUS~rIFICATION 

Decou\Terte fortui tanent en 1869, fouil 
lee des 1875, la grotte d'Altamira -dont 
les peintures reconnues en 1879 suscite
rent: d'abord la mefiance des specialistes 
em J:'aison mEme de leur stupefiante quali
to E!t de leur etat de conservation excep-
tiormel- s' est imposee, des 1e debut du 
XXeme siecle, ccmne l'une des references 
majE!ures de 1 'art pal€olithique. 

Cette: caverne, creusee dans un pla
teau calcaire proche de Santillana del 
l~ l' est. consti tuee par une serie de cou
lo~~s et~ de salles disposees en S sur 
270 m d.e longueur environ. Elle a ete 
hab:Ltee des l' epoque aurignacienne, a 
1~lel1e! rernontent les premieres repre
sentations figurees tracees sur ses pa
roi::;, mGlis la phase d'occupation la plus 
inbmse s' etend entre 1e solutreen et 1e 
ma.gda1erllen, carme Ie prouve Ie materiel 
1ithique tres :irrq:xJrtant recuei11i dans 1e 
"vestibule", ou la majorite des restes 

B.) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That this cultural property be included 
on the trbr1d Heritage List on' the basis 
of criteria I and III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Discovered by chance in 1869 and exca
vated as early as 1875, the cave of Alta
mira· - whOse paintin:Js, recognized in 
1879, were the subject of suspicion on 
the part of specialists owing to their 
astounc1in;J quality and their exceptional 
state of conservation - became, in the 
early 20th century, one of the leading 
references of paleolithic art. 

The .cavern, which was dug in a 1ime
stonepiateau not far fran Santi1lana del 
Mar, 'ebnsists of a series of corridors and 
roomS "'i~~d out in the shape of an S and 
stretching over a distance of approxima
tely 270 meters. It was inhabited as early 
as the Aurignacian period, which is the 
period back to which date the first figu
rative representations depicted on its 
walls. However, the nost intense phase of 
occupation spans the Solutrian and Magda
lenian periods as is proved by the very 
substantial lithic materials found in the 



\ 
I, 

------------~--~---------------- --
- 2 -

orqaniques a ~t~ dat~ c. 13.540 avant 
~l.C. par 1a IOOthode du Carbone 14. 

C I est ~a1ement au d@:)ut de la periode 
magdalWenne que 1a grame salle de 1a 
caverne a ~t~ decor~, sur sa vo1lte, de 
superbes peintures po1ychrates de bisons, 
de chevaux, de cervid~s et de sangliErrs. 
Ce:s images a grande €chelle (celIe dE~ la 
bi.che mesure :>m20 de long) ~tonnent par 
1E!ur naturalisme, les caracteres spec::ifi
ques et 1es caracteres sexuels secondai
rE!S ont ~t~ scrupuleusement observes ; 1a 
veLri~te de texture des pelages et des cri
ru.eres rendue avec un m.axi.rnum d 'efficacite 
e1: uri mirrlmum de noyens, dans une palette 
Umi tAe a quelques tons (ocres, roug,es et 
noirs) ; les attitudes, d 'une extreme va
rie~, exaltees par 1 'utilisation judi
c:leuse des reliefs et des anfractuosi tes 
de la paroi, qui cr~t d' etonnants effets 
dl: trarq;>e-1' oeil. 

Dans un espace unique et 1:i.mit~ (la 
grande salle nesure approximativanent 
18x9 m ), la grotte d 'Altamira offre un 
raccourci saisissant de la "grande pein
ture" magdaleru.enne, - telle qu 'on peut ega-
1ement l' admirer dans les grottes ornOO5 
aa 1a va1l~ de 1a Vezere (inscrites en 
1979 sur la lis~ du Patrinoine r.t:>n:lia1) ou 
clans des sites asturiens ccmne San Hernan de 
C:aMano. 

"vestib.lle", where the majority of the orgar 
remains ~re dated at ca. 13,540 B.C., usini 
the Carbon 14 nethod. - . 

It was also at the start of the Magdale
nian period that the largest roan in the ca· 
vern was decorated. Under its vault there 
are superb polychranatic pain~s of bison 
oorses, cervidae am boars. These large ima
ges (the doe is 2.2 meters long) are stri
king in their naturalism, and their specifi' 
features and secondary sexual characteristi, 
were scrupulously reproduced. They are also 
outst.andi.nJ in the variety of fur and mane 
textures which are extremely well rendered 
using a minimum of means and a palette of c 
10rs consisting of only several shades 
(ochres, reds and blacks) ; and the extr~ 
varied poses which are exalted by the maste 
1y use of wall relief and crevices which pI 
vide surprising tranpe-l 'oeil effects. 

In a unique and limited space (the large 
roan measures roughly 18 x 9 meters), the 
cave of _Al tamira provides a gripping synop!: 
of the best of Magda1enian pain~, as it 
can also be admired in the decorated caves 
the Vezere valley (which were included on 1 
w::>rld Heritage List in 1979) or in Asturiar 
sites such as San Ranan de" Candam::>. 

IC<:f.DS reccmnends the inclusion of the 
cave oLAltamira on the W:>rld Heritage Lis1 
on the basis of criteria I and III. 

L'ICCMOS recarmande 1 'inscription de 1a -criterion I. Fran the standpoint of its 
~rrotte d'Altamira sur la liste du Patrinoi- aesthetic quality, Altamira, "the Sixtine 
ne Morrlial au titre des criteres I I:t III. Chapel of Prehistory", represents a unique 

artistic a.chievenent for this period. 
Cri tere I. Par sa quali te esthetique, Al ta- - - -
inira, "chapel1e Sixtine de la Prem.stoire", -criterion III. Altamira bears exceptional 
represente, pourcette periode, une reali- testim:my to the Magdalenian civilizations 
:;ation artistique unique. of southern Europe. 

Crit~re III. Altamira apporte un terroignage 
~exceptionnel sur 1es civilisations magdale
niennes de 1 'Europe meridionale. 

ICOMOS,Jui1Iet / July 1985. 
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