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I COlvlOS 

l1r. Firouz 13agerzadeh 
Chairman, World Heritage Committee 
UNESCO 
Place Fontenoy 
75007 Paris 

Dear YJr. Chairman: 

Paris, 7 June 1978 

Having revie~]ed the nominations of cultural properties ...... duly subtnitted 
- by States' party to the Convention Concerning the Protection of the Hor1d 
Cultural and Natu.ral Heritage, for consideration by the Bureau or the 
vlor1d Heritage COIilmi ttee, meeting in its first' session, for the purpose 
of inclusion in the World Heritage List, the following have been founi . 
(in the opinion of IC01'-1OS) to ceet minimum standards of documentation 'and 
ther.3fore (in the opinion of ICOHoo) to be eligible for consideration at 
this timeo They are listed in the order gi van in documents CC-78jCOlW.009/3 
and GC-78j~0i~ 0009/3 Add.le 

o l'Anse aux Meadoi:./"S National Historic rark (4) Canada -
t ~ i " l!.cua: or o Ci ty of Quito (2) , 

Ethiopia o Rock HekLl Churches of l~libela (18) 
Fasil Ghebbi, Gandar ragion (19) 

Poland o Historic Urban and Architectural Center of Cracow (29) 
Historic Center of Vlarsav (30) 

o Auschwitz, concentration camp (31) 
o Wie1iczka, salt mine (33) 

United States o Mesa Verde 

Of the no:nir..ations listed above, those marked (0) have been found (in the 
opin~Lon of ICO:,:03) to satisfy the criteria for cultural properties. It is 
)elioved that the Fasil Ghebbi" Gondar region, Ethiopia, while plainly of 

national significance, needs further expert opinion regardip..g its 't.:orld 
ir.:portance. There is a question as to whether the Historic Center of Ylarsav 
r::.::;cts the general -rule or authenticity, and it is accordingly believed that 
fu..'"ther expert opinion is required on this nomination. 

Adciitionally, the following tyro nominations (in the opinion of ICOHoo) have .. 
been found to meet the criteria for cultural properties although they lack 
the required photographic and c<.:.r-tographic documentations 

Fecarc.J.. Gormany 
Serog<!.l 

Aachen Cathedral 
Island of Goreo 

(3 ) 
(26) 

It is suggested tha.t the two prcceding-:nominations be provisio~lly recoru':' 
mended, subject to receipt of adequate additional documentation. 

The re:naining eight nOr:1inations of cultural properties, all from Ethiopia, 
are deficient in tenns of aocll.."';lentation. 

A separate report on the technical aspects of nominations is beir.g prepared 
for your considerati on. ICO:-~OS remains ready to assist the World Heritage 
CO~lm:i tteo in every Hay PQssible. ~ince~ m . 
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CO~SEIL INTER.l.~ATIONAL DES 110NUMENTS ET DES SITES 

ICOlv.fOS 

LISTE DU PATRI~OINE MONDIAL WORLD HERITAGE LIST N0 31 -----

I I~ 
A) IDENTIFICATION A) IDENTIFICATION ~ 

"!---------t-----1...---------l 

I 
Bien propos~: Mus~e National Nomination: The National Musaum of 

d'Auschwitz-Birkenau Auschwitz-Birkenau 
Panstwowe Muzeum Panstwowe r1uzeum 

j Oswiecim-Brzezinka Oswiecim-Brzezinka 

( Lieu: Partie m~ridionale de la vOl-I Location: The southern part of the 
-vodie de Bielsko-Biala! Volvodie of Bielsko-Biala 

( 

( 

Etat partie: Republique Populaire 
de Pologne 

Date: 6 juin 1978 

B) RECO~i~N~ATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que Ie bien culturel propose soit 
inclus sur la liste du Patrimoine 
Mondial, au titre du crit~re VI 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Les enceintes, les barbeles, les 
miradors, les baraquements, les pO-, 
-tences, les charnbres a gaz, les I 
fours crematoires, conserves dans 
l'etat ou ils se trouvaient en 1947, 
au moment de la fondation du musee, I 
attestent les conditions dans les- 1 
-quelles fo~ctionnait Ie genocide 
hitlerien dans l'ancien camp de con 
-centration et d'extermination d' 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, Ie plus vaste 
du lIre Reich. C'est le plus grand 
cimetiere du monde: quatre millionsl 
de personnes de toutes nationalit~s 
( il en fut envoye de vingt-quatre 

I ?ays differents et, parmi elles, 
tar.t de Juiis)' y ont ~t~ syst~mat1-1 
-cue~ent affam~es, tortur~es et as-
-~assinees. Des archives, des photo 

State party: The Peoples Republic of' 
Poland 

Date: June 6, 1978 

B") ICm.10S RECOM!1ENDATION 
• 

That the nominated property be in­
-cluded on the World Heritage List, 
on the basis of criterion VI 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Preserved in the condition in which 
they existed in 1947 at the time of 
the founding of the Museum, the for-I 
- tified walls, the barbed wire, the I 
platforms, the barracks, the gallOWS, 
the gas chambers and the cremation 
ovens,all bear witness to the condi~ 
-tions wi thin which the Hi tlerian I 
genocide took place within the for~~r 
concentration and extermination cam?, 
of Auschwitz-Birkenau, the most ex­
-tensive of the Third Reich. This is 
the largest cemetery in the world; 
4 million persons of all nationali­
-ties (sent from 24 different coun-
-tries, and among these, so many 
Jews), were systematically 9tarved, I 

tortured and assassinated. Archives,1 
photographs and. expositions collect~d 
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':"~ 5 exposi tions collectees et mises 
e~ o~uvre par un institut de recher­
-c>.e r-3:1seig:1ent abondamment sur les 
~~thodes utilisees par les SS et sur 
:e..lr efficacite. 

~':comos recommande l'inscription au 
titre du critere VI. 

VI. i-10nur:'lent du I':'lartyre et de la re­
-sistance de millions d'hommes, de 
fe~~es e~ d'enfants, Auschwitz-Birke­
-nau n'est pas un musee historique 
ordi:1aire: c'est le temoin materiel, 
irrefutable, d'un des plus grands 
crimes qui aient ete cornmis contre 
l'h..:::-.anite, l'exemple privilegie qui 
eclaire , sans contestation possible, 
un aspect essentiel de ce phenomene 
his~orique : l'hitlerisme. Par ses 

~ activites nornbreuses ( projections 
( de films, conferences, publications, 

expositions etc .•. ), le Musee d'Ausch­
-vii tz-Birkenau fai t connai tre au mon-

(, 

-de les processus politiques, histo-
-riques, psychologiques, de constitu-
-tion et d'utilisation des camps d'ex-
-termination du II Ie Rei9h. Et les 
organisateurs souhaitent que cette 
action, etayee sur tant d'horribles 
preuves, contribue a maintenir la 
paix dans le monde. 

• 

and displayed by a rese&rch ins~i~~­
-te amply illustrate the ne~hocs ~sc 
by the SS, as well as their ef:~cie~ 
-cy. 

Icomos recon~ends the inc:usio:1 0: 
this property on the World Heri~age 
List on the basis of criterion V:. 

VI. Ausc~witz-Birkenau, mO:1UIT.e:1t ~o 

the martyrdom and resistance 0: mi~­
-lons of men, women and childre:1, is 
not a historical muse~~ in the us~al 
sense of the word; it bea~ irrefuta 
-ble and concrete witness to one of 
the greatest crimes which has D~e:1 
perpetrated against humani~y; the e­
-xample, by excelle:1ce, w~ich undeni 
-bly elucidated an essential aspec~ 
of that historical phen0men which is 
Hi tlerism. The Muse~~ of Auschwi tz­
Birkenau, through its numerous ac~i­
-vi ties ( films, lectures, publicati 
-ons, expositions, etc ... ) has brous: 
to the public the political, histori 
and psychological processes rise t~e 
establishment a:1d utilisation of the 
extermination camps of the Third 
Reich. Moreover, its organizers are 
in hope that this project , su??or~e 
by such terrible proof, will contri­
-bute to the maintence of world peac, 


