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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose: Centre historique de 
Salvador de Bahia 

Lieu: Etat de Bahia, region nord-est du 
-- Bresil 

Eta t partie: Bresil 

Date: 28 decembre 1983 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que Ie bien cuI turel propose soi t inscri t 
sur la Liste du Patrirooine Mondial au 
titre des criteres IV et VI. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Premiere capitale historique du Bresil 
puisque, des 1549, le gouverneur general 
Thome de Souza en fit, sur ordre de Jean 
III de Portugal, le siege de l'administra 
tion royale, Salvador de Bahia joua un 
role econamique et politique preponderant 
jusqu'en 1763, date a laquelle le siege 
des pouvoirs fut transfere a Rio de 
Janeiro. L' evolution historique a preser
ve, dans Ie cadre de Ia "Bahia de Todos 
os Santos" (Baie de tous les Saints) 
decouverte en 1502 par Amerigo Vespucci, 
la ville haute, creee sur une ligne de 
crete parallele a la cote atlantique et 
facile a defendre centre les entreprises 
Espagnoles (1580) et Hollandaises (1624). 

Au nord/nord-est, la ville basse et son 
port n font pas garde leurs caracteristi
ques primitives et, sur les trois autres 
fronts, la croissance d€mographique, par
ticulierernent rap ide depuis 1966 en rai-
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A) IDENTIFICATION 
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Salvador de Bahia 

309 

Location: Bahia State, north-east region 
of Brazil 

S ta te Darty: Brazil 

Date: December 28, 1983 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

'Ihat the proposed cul blral property be 
included on the World Heritage List on 
the basis of criteria IV and VI. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

The first historic capital of Brazil since, 
as early as 1549, the governor general, 
Th.ane de Soo.za, following the orders of 
John II of Portugal,rnade it the seat of 
the royal administration, Salvador de 
Bahia played a leading ecananic and poli
tical role until 1763, when the seat 
was transferred to Rio de Janeiro. The 
upper city, located in the area of "Bahia 
de Todos os Santos" (the Bay of All SaintE) 
was discovered in 1502 by Amerigo Ves
pucci, and has been preserved by the 
historical evolution. It was built upon 
a crestline parallel to the Atlantic 
coast, and which was easy to defend againslt 
Spanish (1580) and Dutch (1624) attacks. 

At the north/ north-east, the lONer city 
and port have not retained their pristine 
character, and an the three other fronts, 
pop.llatian growth, which has been parti
cularly fast since 1966 due to the indus-
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son du developpement industriel de la 
region (la ville est pas see en dix ans 
de 650.000 a 1.200.000 habitants) a 
enserre la ville historique dans Ie car
can d'une zone urbanisee tres dense. 

Le centre historique proprernent dit, ar
ticule autour du quartier du Pelourinho 
et de sa place triangulaire, se caracte
rise a la fois par sa fidelite au plan 
du XVIe siecle, par sa densi te rronumentale 
et par l'homogeneite du bati dans un site 
accidente et pittoresque qui exalte Ie 
pays age urbain en menageant des vues plon
geantes et ascendantes d'un pittoresque 
incanparable. A cote de quelques edifices 
majeurs des XVIle et XVIlle siecles, cam
me la Cathedrale, les couvents de Saint
Franc;ois et de Saint-Daninique, Ie Cannel, 
Saint-Antoine, Salvador conserve une foule 
de palais du XVIe siecle (Palais municipal, 
maison de la Misericorde) et de l'age baro
que (Palais archiepiscopal, Palais de Sal
danha, Palais Ferrao, etc.). 

Elle possede surtout une foule de rues 
caracteristiques de la ville coloniale, 
entierement oordees de maisons a endui ts 
polychromes aux tons vifs, parfois ornees 
de stucs de grande qualite. 

AI' issue de la mission de Michel Parent 
en 1983, l'lCOMOS a pris acte avec satis
faction des efforts accomplis pour enrayer 
Ie processus urbanistique dangereux qui me
na9ait Ie centre et pour preserver celui-ci, 
dans Ie perimetre defini par la demande 
d'inscription sur la Liste du Patrirnoine 
Mondial. 

L'lCOMOS recammande l'inscription de ce 
bien culturel sur la Liste du Patrirnoine 
Mondial au titre des cri teres IV et VI : 

- critere IV. Salvador est un exemple eminent 

trial developrent of the region (the 
city has gone from a por:ulation of 
650,000 to 1,200,000 in 10 years) has 
enclosed the historic city which is 
surrounded. by a very dense urban zone. 

'!he historic center itself, which revolves 
around the Pelourinho quarter with its 
triangular place, is characterized by its 
faith.£ulness to the 16th century plan, the 
densi tv of its monuments, and the harr.o
geneity of its construction on a hilly 
and picturesque site which exalts the 
urban scenery by prOViding plunging and 
ascending views of incomparable beauty. 
In addition to a nurcber of major buildings 
of ~ 17th and 18th centuries, such as 
the Cathedral and the Convents of St. 
Francis, St. Dcminic, camel and st. An
thony, Salvador also retains a host of 
16th century palaces (Mmicipal Palace, 
'!he Hoose of Mercy) and baroque palaces 
(Archepiscopal Palace, Saldanha Palace, 
Ferrao Palace, etc.). 

'!here are also many streets which are 
characteristic of the colonial city, 
and which are lined with bright nul ti -
coloured hoo.ses, which in sare cases are 
decorated with stucco of high quality. 

At the end of Michel Parent's mission 
in 1983, lCO!-DS was satisfied to note 
the efforts undertaken to halt the 
dangerous urban grCMth which was threa
tening the city center and the efforts 
to preserve this center wi thin the 
perilreter defined in the request for 
inclusion on the World Heritage List. 

lCCMJS recomrrends that this cultural 
property be included en the World Heri
tage List on the basis of criteria IV 
and VI : 

de structuration urbaine de la Renaissance - Criterion IV. Salvador is an eminent 
adaptee a un site colonial avec une ville hau- exarrple of Renaissance urban structuring 
te de caractere defensif, administratif et adapted to a colonial site having an upper 
residentiel dominant une ville basse ou les city of a defensive, administrative and 
fonctions conmerciales se concentrent autour residential nature which overlooks the 
du port. La densite monumentale en fait, avec lower city where carrrterCial activities 
Ouro Preto (inscrite en 1980 sur la Liste du revolve arrund the port. The density of 
Patrirroine Mondial), la ville coloniale par rronurrents, with Ouro Preto (included on 
excellence du Nord-Est bresilien. the World Heritage List in 1980) makes 
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- Critere VI. Salvador est l'un des prin
cipaux points de convergence ~e~ ~ltures 
europeennes, africaines et arner~nd~~nnes 
du XVIe au XVIIIe siecle. Sa fondat~on et 
son role historique comme capitale du Bre
sil l'associent naturellement au theme de 
la decouverte de 1 'univers deja illustre 
par l'inscription sur.l~ List~ du Patri
moine Mondial de la V~e~lle v~lle de la 
Havane (1982), Angra do Heroismo, San Juan 
de Porto Rico (1983), Cartagene (1984). 

it the colonial city par excellence in 
the Brazilian North-East. 

- Criterion VI . Salvador is one of the 
rrajor points of convergence of European, 
African and Arrerican Indian cultures of 
the 16th to 18th century. Its founding 
and historic role as capital of Brazil 
quite naturally associate it with the 
th.erre of the discovery of the universe 
already illustrated by the inclusion on 
the World Heritage List of the Old Havana 
( 1982), Angra do Heroisrro, San Juan de 
Puerto Rico ( 1983), and Cartagena (1984). 

Paris, ICOMDS, Juillet / July 1985. 
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