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I COlvlOS 

l1r. Firouz 13agerzadeh 
Chairman, World Heritage Committee 
UNESCO 
Place Fontenoy 
75007 Paris 

Dear YJr. Chairman: 

Paris, 7 June 1978 

Having revie~]ed the nominations of cultural properties ...... duly subtnitted 
- by States' party to the Convention Concerning the Protection of the Hor1d 
Cultural and Natu.ral Heritage, for consideration by the Bureau or the 
vlor1d Heritage COIilmi ttee, meeting in its first' session, for the purpose 
of inclusion in the World Heritage List, the following have been founi . 
(in the opinion of IC01'-1OS) to ceet minimum standards of documentation 'and 
ther.3fore (in the opinion of ICOHoo) to be eligible for consideration at 
this timeo They are listed in the order gi van in documents CC-78jCOlW.009/3 
and GC-78j~0i~ 0009/3 Add.le 

o l'Anse aux Meadoi:./"S National Historic rark (4) Canada -
t ~ i " l!.cua: or o Ci ty of Quito (2) , 

Ethiopia o Rock HekLl Churches of l~libela (18) 
Fasil Ghebbi, Gandar ragion (19) 

Poland o Historic Urban and Architectural Center of Cracow (29) 
Historic Center of Vlarsav (30) 

o Auschwitz, concentration camp (31) 
o Wie1iczka, salt mine (33) 

United States o Mesa Verde 

Of the no:nir..ations listed above, those marked (0) have been found (in the 
opin~Lon of ICO:,:03) to satisfy the criteria for cultural properties. It is 
)elioved that the Fasil Ghebbi" Gondar region, Ethiopia, while plainly of 

national significance, needs further expert opinion regardip..g its 't.:orld 
ir.:portance. There is a question as to whether the Historic Center of Ylarsav 
r::.::;cts the general -rule or authenticity, and it is accordingly believed that 
fu..'"ther expert opinion is required on this nomination. 

Adciitionally, the following tyro nominations (in the opinion of ICOHoo) have .. 
been found to meet the criteria for cultural properties although they lack 
the required photographic and c<.:.r-tographic documentations 

Fecarc.J.. Gormany 
Serog<!.l 

Aachen Cathedral 
Island of Goreo 

(3 ) 
(26) 

It is suggested tha.t the two prcceding-:nominations be provisio~lly recoru':' 
mended, subject to receipt of adequate additional documentation. 

The re:naining eight nOr:1inations of cultural properties, all from Ethiopia, 
are deficient in tenns of aocll.."';lentation. 

A separate report on the technical aspects of nominations is beir.g prepared 
for your considerati on. ICO:-~OS remains ready to assist the World Heritage 
CO~lm:i tteo in every Hay PQssible. ~ince~ m . 
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1~~11 R~:\TI()~AL COUNCIL ON MONUMENTS AND SITES 

ICOM,OS 

LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose: Centre historique de 
Varsovie 

Lieu: Ville de Varsovie 

Eta t partie; La republique :p:>pUlaire de 
Pologne 

Da te : 6 Juin 1978 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Ole Ie bien cuI turel propose soi t inscri t 
sur la liste du Patrirnoine Mondial. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° 30 -.....-;"-----

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: The historic center of 
Warsaw 

Location: The city of Warsaw 

S ta te party: The Peoples' Rep.lblic of 
Poland 

Date: June 6, 1978 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the naninated property be included 
on the World Heritage List ,-

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Ie bien culture 1 propose satisfait aux The naninated property satifies the gene-
princires generaux de la convention du ral conditions of the World Heritage List, 
patrilroine m::mdial car sa valeur exception- as its exceptional value is universally 
nelle est universellarent reconnue. reoognized. 
II satisfait essentiellerrent au crit~re n06 Essentially, it corresponds to criterion 
etant associe a des evenerrent ayant une n06, being associated with events of con
signification historique considerable. A la siderable historic signifiance. Following 
suite de I' insurrection des habitants de the insurrection of the inhabitants of War
Varsovie en Aout 1944, la capitale polonaiSE saw in August 1944, the polish capital was 
a ere aneantie en represailles par les' trou- annihilated in a reprisal by the Nazi ac
res d'occupation nazies. De 1945 a 1966, la cupation troups. Fran these ruins, between 
volonte nationale a fait renaitre de ses 1945 and 1966, the will of the nation 
ruines cette ville detruite a 85%. La re- .brought to life again a city of which 85% 
construction a l'identique du centre histo- was destrOyed. , 
rique symbolise la volonte d' assurer la SUr\ lierhe reconstruction of the historic center 
d' un des hauts lieux de la culture polonaise so that it is identical with the original, 
et illustre de fas:on exerrplaire I' efficaci - symbolizes the will to insure the survival 
te des techniques de restaurations dans la of one of the pr:imc settings. of Polish cul 
seconde ITOi tie du XXare siecle • Ia. recons- ture and illustrates, in an exa:nplary 
truction d' edifices religieux, carne 1a fashion, the effiency of the restoration 
cathedrale Saint-Jean, les eglises Notre- techniques of the second half ofitahe 20th 
Dane I Saint-Jac::x:.rues, Sainte-trini te, celIe century. The reconstruction of the reli
de palais , s' est acccrnpagnee de la resti tti- gious edifices such as the cathedral of 
tion integrale de I' ensemble urbain, ••• / ••• St .John, the churches of OUr Lady, ••. / • 
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CENTRE HISTOR1QUE DE VARSOVIE 

avec la totalite de ses perce.rrents et de son St.James, the Holy Trir-,-:"ty a:1d the [Xii.dce \\'25 

bati. L'exerrple de la Place du Marche de la accanpagnied by the ints~;ral resti :~·,,~~.lcn of t: 
vieille Ville est justarent d~lebre. urban lNhole, with the tc.,tal:i.ty of i '-.s parcel-
Le critere d'inclusion N° 2 peut etre ling and its reconstructions. 'l:he c':':l;:~ple of 
egalemmt invoque pour appuyer la derrande the market place of the old city is :".:st"ifia-
d'inscription proposee, dans la rresure ou la bly farrous. 
reconstruction du centre historique de Varsovie To sUppJrt the request for t..~e proFOsed inclu 
a exerce une influence considerable sur 1 'ever sion, criterion n02 may ce cited as \"lell, to 
lution des doctrines d' urbanisroo et de conser- the extent that the reco; .. s cruction of the his 
vation des quartiers anciens dans la plupart des toric center of vlarsaw has exercisec~ a consid 
pays d'Europe. rable influence, in th,,; mDjority of l.'uropean 
Ccnpte tenu de ces donnees, Ie critere d' au- countries, on the evoh,tion of doctrines of 
thencite n'a pas lieux d'etre invoque dans son urbanization and the preservation of old city 
&~~on la plus etroite, Ie centre historique quarters.Given these factsithe criterion of 
de Varsovie, tragiquerrent detruit en 1944, Authenticity may not be d':)plied in its stricb 
offre un terroignage exceptionnel de reconsti- sense. The historic center of \varsav', tragica 
tution globale d'une chaine historiqve, du XIII ly destroyed in 1944, is an exceptic::-:al examp 
au XXerre sieele. L'authenticite s'attache a cetteJf the global reconstruction of a se-ju2I1ce of 
realisation unique des annees 1945 a 1966. history running fran the 13th to the 20'-Lh 

centuries. Its authenticity is associated witl 
this unique realisation of the years 1945 to 

1OOMOS Paris 1980.05 1966. 




