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LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose: Tyr 

Lieu: Liban SUd --

Etat partie: Liban 

Date: 2 decembre 1983 --

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: Tyr e 

Location: South lebanon 

State oarty: ~on 

Da te: December 2, 1983 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

299 

~--~~~~~----~--~--~~~--~----+----'-------------------------------------4 Que ce blen cul turel SOl t mscrl t sur 
la Liste du Patrinoine Mondia1 et sur 
1a Liste du Patrinoine Mondia1 en pe
ril apres acceptation par 1e gouverne
rnent 1ibanais des rresures de protec
tion definiespar l'ICXM)S. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Des 1e Verre siec1e av. J • C., eIXXIUe 
aU 1a visita Herodote d'Halicarnasse, 
Tyr passai t pour l' une des plus ancien
nes metropo1es du rronde. Pour ce1ebrer 
cettecite, i1 suffisait de rappe1er 
quelques evenerrents qui l' associaient 
di~t aux grandes etapes de l' 
histoire de l' hmnanite: c' etait 1a de
couverte de l' alphabet (dent 1es Grecs, 
qui Ie copierent et l'adapterent, fai
saient honneur a ca&1:Ds), celIe de la 
pourpre (que 1a l§gende attribue a Mel
Kart, l' H€rak1es phenicien), c' etai t 1a 
oonstruction, a Jerusalem, du tenple de 
Salorron, grace au concours du roi de 
Tyr Hiram, c' etait I' exploration des 
rrers par de hardis navigateurs qui fon
de rent , jusque sur les rivages lointair ~ 
de 1a Mediterranee O::cidentale, des 
conptoirs prosperes ccmre Utique, (';:1('; ~ 

et surtout carthage qui fini t par s' as
surer un quasi -nonopo1e du grand com
rrerce nari tine. 

That the proposed cu1 tura1 property be 
included on the Norld Heritage List and 
on World Heritage List in danger once the 
Lebanese government has agreed the;orot
ection rreasures defined by ICCM)S. . '" . 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

From the 5th century B. C., when Hero
dotus of Ha1icarnassus visited it, Tyre 
was oonsidered one of the oldest metro
polis of the world. To derronstrate the 
renown of this city, it is sufficient to 
recall the events which associate it di
rectly wi t.h the important stages in the 
history of mankind : the discovery of 
the alphabet (the Greeks who copied and 
adapted it honored Cadrros); that of pur
ple pigrrent (which legend attributes to 
Melkart, t.he Phoenician ~rac1es); as 
~11 as the construction in Jerusalem of 
the terrple of SoIOIrOn, thanks to the can
petition held by the king of T}1I"e, Hiram; 
ana the exploration of the seas by the 
hardy navigators who sailed as far as the 
W=stern r·'Iedi terranean and who fO\IDded 
trading centres, such as Utica, Cadiz 
and especially carthage, which ultinatel~ 
assure0_ a quasi -ITDnQ!JOly of the inportant 
rrari tine comrerce. 
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" Assise aux portes de la rrer", selon 
l' expression du proph~te Ezechiel, Tyr, 
bAtie sur une ile reputee inprenable, 
succonba, en 332, a l'attaque d'Alexan
dre de Maclkloine qui avai t c:cm::,le Ie 
detroi t d' une digue avant l' assaut final. 
Une ville grecque d' abord, puis, en 64 
ape J .C., une ville rooaine s' elev~rent 
successi vercent sur ce site charge d' his
toire. Tyr recouvra a plusieurs reprises 
un peu de son antique splendeur. Dans 
les premiers temps au christianisrre, elle 
fut Ie siege d'une province dont depen
daient quatorze eveches. 'l'crnbee sous la 
dcm:i.nation arabe en 636, elle fut prise 
par les Croises en 1124 avec Ie secours 
d'une flotte venitierme. De 1124 a 1294 
- date de son evacuation - la ville fut 
une place forte des Chretiens qui y edi
fierent dix-huit eglises, sans carpter 
la chapelle castrale, et reconstruisirent 
la cath.edrale en utilisant des elenents 
de la basilique primitive. Apres l' episo
de des croisades, Ie role historique de 
la ville decline. Detrui te presque tota
lement par les Mamelouks a la fin du XIII 
erne siecle, elle ne fut que tres modeste
rrent reconstruite au XVIII are sieele. 
En depi t d' une croissance recente, elle 
ne oampte aujourd'hui que 60.000 habitants. 

"Seated ~t entrance to tfl..e sea", acCX)r- ~ 
ding to the p~o:phet F7.echi1'l.l, Tyre,,,,ifilch 
was 'Xlnst.ructen on (3 ntL1'"f)0rt-A0.1 V i mnrecrn
Clble' island, sucC"Ur.'bed in 33/. to t.t,e attack 
of Alexanuer of Macedonia who had blockad-1 
t.~e straits by a dike before his final 
assault. First a Greek city, it was fol
lowed in 64 B. C. by a F.oman city, constru~
tea on tnis historically charged site. 
'lYre was to win back on several occasions 
sate of its fomer splendor. In the ear-
ly period of Christianity, it was the 
seat of a province which incorporated 
fourteen bishoprics. Having fallen under 
Arabic domination in 636, it was retaken 
by the Crusaders in 1124 with the help 
of a Venetian fleet. From 1124 to 1294 -
date of its evacuation, the city becarre 
a stronghold of the Christi,ans who built 
eigthteen churches, not including the 
chapel of the castle, and reconstructe,-
the cathedral reusinq elements of the 
original basilica. FollCMing the period 
of the Crusades I the historic role of the 
city declined. Nearly totally destroyed 
by the Marreluks at the end of the 13th 
century, it was only modestly reconstruc
ted in the 18th century. Despite a recenL 
increase in papulation, 'lYre has today 
only 60,000 inhabitants. 

Dans la Eiour actuelle, les vestiges In the present Eiour, archaeological--
archeologiques concement essentiellement remains essentially include the Roman 
la ville romaine et l'etablissement medie- city and the medieval constructions of the 
val des C roises. Ces vestiges se repartis- Crm:j;>&>s. These vestiges are divided inb--
sent selon deux zones distinctes: two' oist1nctr~oones : : 
- sur Ie, pronontoire, site de l'archipel - on the prarontory, site of the archipe
dent, selon la legende, Hiram reunit les i - lago which, as legend has it, was created ~ 
lOts pour ne fomer qu' une seule ile, se by Hiram who grouped several smaller i -
trouve la ville, devenue colonie sous Sep- lands into one single island, is the Cl

tine-severe. Des ruines irrposantes de la ty, which becarre a colony under Sept.i1nus 
palestre, des themes et des arenes subsis- Severus. The irrposing ruins of the palaes·~ 
tent, ainsi que des vestiges de la cathe- tra, the thernae and the areni?'R stil] 
drale construite en 1127 par les Venitiens exist, as do the vestiges of the cathedral, 
et quelques murailles de l' ancien chateau built in 1127 by the Venetians, along 
des Croises. with sorre of the walls of the castle, 
- sur la terre feme, de part et d' autre constructed during the Crusades. 
d' une large voie rronurrentale carrnandee par - on the nainland, the necrq:x::>lis of El 
un arc de trionphe du II eme siecle, s' e- Bass, is found on either side of a wide 
tend la necropole d'El Bass. D'autres ves- rronurrental way dominated by a triunphal 
tiges rronurrentaux irrportants de cette zone arch of the 2nd century. other .i.rrportant 
archeologique sont ceux de l' aqueduc et nonurrental vestiges of this archaeologicar 
surtout, de l' hippcdrare du II are sieele, area are the aqueduct and especially, 
l'un des plus grands du rronde remain (47Ox the hippodrorre of the 2nd century, one 
125 m) • of the largest of the Roman world (470' x--

125 m.) • 
L' ICGDS reccmnande l' inscription de 

Tyr sur la Liste du Patrirroine Mondial, es- ICCMOS recamends the inclusion 
sentiellerrent au titre des criteres III et of Tyre on the W:>rld Heritage List based 
VI. Prenant acte des conclusions du rapport primarily on criteria III and VI. Noting 



de la demim mission de l' UNFSX> 
0.982) l' ICXMJS souhaite: 
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1) l' inscription de Tyr sur la Liste du 
PatrinDine l-t>ndial en ~ril. 
2) :Qdpendarment de oette masure, une 
action du ~t libanais pour que 
soient respect~s les dispositions du 
plan directeur de 1964. En effet, Ie pa
trinDine arcMologique de Tyr, cruelle
ment atte1nt du fait de la guerre, n'est 
pas noins ~ par l' urbanisation et 
la sp6culaUon fonci~re. 

La ~finition de zones non-aedifican
di plus larges sur les terniIriS ar:parte-
nant AI' Etat, l' interdiction de oonstrui
re oes tours de plus de trois ~ges A 
prox:i..mi.t~ ilrm§diate des vestiges nonurnen
taux p~~s sont la COIXlition premia-e 
de la sauvegarde de Sour, si l' on veut que 
oette ville retienne davantage qu' lID sou
venir de l' ancienne Tyr. 

the conclusions of the report of the 
last tJNES:X) missioo (1982), ICXMJS 
'WOuld suggest : 
1) the inclusion of 'l'Vre on the List 
of tbrld Heritage. 1n ~I:'ger. 
2) independently of this maasure, action 
by the lebanese govemrrent which 'WOuld 
assure that the neasures prescribed by 
the Master plan of 1964 be respected. 
In actuality, the archaeological her! tage 
of Tyre, significantly affected by the war, 
is no less threatened by urbanization and 
by land soeculation. 

The definition of larger zones 
non aedificandi on land belonging to the 
State, the banning of the oanstruction of 
buildings of I!Ore than three stories in 
the iImediate proxirni ty of the protected 
nonurnental vestiges are the primary condi
tions for safeguarding Sour, if one wishes 
that the city retains ItDre than a bare 
merrory of ancient Tyre. 

lOOMDS, mai 1984. 
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