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LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propos~: Brullbek 

Lieu: Eeqaa 

Etat partie: Lilxm 

Dat!e: 2 decenbre 1983 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que ce bien culturel soi t inscri t sur 
la Liste du Patrinoine ~ndial et sur la 
Liste du Patrinoine M:>ndial en peril a-
pres acceptation par Ie gouvernernent li
banais du peri.rnetre de protection defini 
-~- l' ., . ". " 
Ul:U. JIll 1'-; • 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

La proposition d' inscription de P.aal
bek introdui te par Ie Gouvernernent li
banais penret de canbler une lacune evi-

· dente sur la Liste du Patrim::>ine ~ndial 
l' enserrble nommental d' ~liopolis est 
l' un des tfuroins les plus inpressionnant~ 

· - et sans doute aujourd' hui Ie plus ce
lebre - de l' architecture ranaine inpe

. riale. 

Dans la plaine fertile, Baalbek ( 
dont Ie nan signifie "rcaitre de la Be
Kaa") n' est, i\ l' epoque phenicienne qu' 
une bourgade agricole oli. l' on venere une 
triade de dieux de la fertilite; nom:nee 
Heliopolis a l'epoque hellenistique, la 
ville, rrodeste, connait son a}Xlgee apres 

· l' arri vee des R cmains en Phenicie en 64 
av .J • C. et devient l' un des sanctuaires 
les plus celebres du m:mde antique, pro
gresSivernent couvert de constructions 
colossales qui s' Mifi~rent pendant 

WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° 294 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: Baa~ 

Location: Bekaa 

State 'Darty: Lebanon 

Da te: December 2, 1983 

-----

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the proposed cultural prooertv 
be included on the'l"Jorld Heritage- List and . 
on the World Heritage List in danger once 
the lebanese govennuent accepts the t?erirret 
er of the protected area as defined by 
,H JVlI..1S 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

The oroposal for the inclusiQn of 
Baalbek presented by the lebanese govern
nent allOtls an eviClent laClIDa on the l"brld 
P.eri tage List to be filled : the !!Onu:rren
tal ensemble of Heliopolis is one of the 
rrost irrpressi ve testiIronies -and doubtless 
the Irost celebrated- to the Ranan archi tee
ture of the irperial period • 

Lying on fertile plains, Baa~ 
(which rreans "rraster of PeJr..aa") was, durin~ 
the Phoenician :perioo, no !!Ore than an 
agricultural village where a triad of fer
tility gods was ~rshiped; given the narre 
~liopolis during the l-ellenistic period, 
the m::>Oest city Sa\'l i ts apog~ after the 
arrival of the Ra!lans in Phoenicia in 64 
B. C. and becane one of the !!Ost celebrated 
sanctuaries of the ancient world, progres
sively overlayecI with colossal construc
tions which ~re built durinc; JTOre than 
~ centuries. 
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plus de deux si~les. 

les historiens pret.ent aujourd' hui 
~ Auguste lui -nErre, Ie dessein d' \m 
sanctuail:e :i.rt"¢rial 00 se rot o¢rre, 
au ~n~fice de Rate, une nutation cul
tuelle significative. Quoiqu' il en soit, 
la triade h~liopolitaine raranisoo (Ju
piter, Venus et Mercure) allait supplan
ter, dans la ferveur des ~lerins, la 
triade ph~nicienne (Eaal-Shanash, Anat, 
Aliyan); d' autre part, les preniers 
travaux de construction, ceux du terrple 
de Jupiter, debut~t du terrps d' Au
guste, sur des substructions hellffiU.s
tiques, pour s' achever, vers 60 ape J • C. 
sous Neron. Des lors, les travaux ne 
s 'assoupirent janais avant la realisa-· 
tion du prograrme: construction du grand 
autel, vers 100; du tercple dit de Bac
chus, vers 120-125; de la grande cour, 
vers 150; du terrple de Venus, au debut 
du III ere siecle; des Propyloos, sous 
caracalla; de la cour hexagonale, sous 
Philippe l' Arabe. 

A Baalbek-Heliopolis, Ie phena'nene 
du syncr~tisrre religieux, qui amalgane 
les vieilles crqyances ph~ciennes aux 
nwthes du pantheon greco-ratain se pro
longe par \me incrqyable rretarrorphose 
stylistique. les fonrules sy:ro-phenicien
nes de l' epoque seleucide fusionnent avec 
la granmaire decorative classique de l' 
Ara Pacis Augustae. II en resulte une 
architecture d' une force ~ressive con
siderable oarbinant sans redondance les 
rrotifs ornerrentaux des colonnades, des 
niches, des exMres, s' ~rimant sans 
contrainte dans les frises decoratives, 
les plafonds a caissons sculptes, les 
charti>ranles des portes. 

L' I(XM)S reccmrande l' inscription des 
rronurrents antiques de Baal.be k sur la 
Liste du Patrinnine Mondial au titre des 
crit~res I et N, ~ la fois corme reali
sation artistique unique, et ccmre exem
pIe 6:ninent d' \m sanctuaire de l' ~ 
i.nperiale raraine. 

L' I(XM)S souhaite que la zone de pro
tection a d~finir englobe, en outre, toute 
la ville ~ l' in~rieur de l' enceinte arabe 
ainsi que Ie quartier sud-ouest extra-mu
ros entre B.lStan-al-I<han, 1a carri&e ranai

. ne et la IrOsqOOe rranelouke de Ras-al-Ain. 

Today, historians attribute to Au
gustus hil"flself the design of the :1npe-
rial sanctuary where a significant reli
gious transfer cane about to the benefit 
of Rare. l'batever the case, the Raranized
triae. of ~liopolis (Jupiter, Venus and 
furcury) cane to replace in the favour 
of the pilgrilTls, the Phoenician triad 
(Baal-SharPash, Anat and Aliyan); further, 
the first construction \'JOrk, that of the 
teI!ple of Jupiter, was beglm durin~ the 
Augustan period, on H:llenistic founda
tions and was OCITpleted, ca. 60 A.D., \m
der Nero. Fran that tilre, "JOrk did not 
abate \mtil the oarpletion of the program ~ 
construction of the great altar, ca. 100; 
of the so-called "tenple of Pacchus", ca. 
120-125; of the grarrl court, ca. 150; of 
the terrple of Venus at the beginning of
the 3rd centw:y; of the Propylaea, tll'ld. 
Caracalla; and the hexagonal court, \mder 
Phili~ the Arab. 

At Baalbek-F.elint:lOlis the pherlc:tre
non of religious syncretism,' which aroalga~ 
rrated the old Phoenician beliefs with the 
~ of the Greco-:rtJl!1aI1 pantheon was oro
longed by an amazing stylistic netarrOl:pho-
sis. The syro-phoenician fonnulas of the 
seleucid oeriod "Aere fuse<3. with the clas
sic decorative grarrrnar of the Ara Pacis Au
~tae. There resulted an architecture of 
a considerable expressive force ,oJIrlch was 
canbined, without"" red\mdanC'J, in the orna
rrental rrotives of the colonnades the ni - -, 
ches and the exedras and was freely ~rel . 
sed, as "lell, in the ceilings with scul
pted coffered panels and the frarrework C 

the doo:r:ways. 

I<XM:>S :recctrI!Enc1s the inclusion 
of the antique IrOIlUI"'eI1ts of Baalbek on '. 
the l'brld Heritage List based on criteria 
I and rv; as at once a unique artistic 
creation ane. an eminent exannle of a 
sanctuary of the Jirperial Rciran period. 

ICCMOS would suggest that the area 
of protection to be defined., encx::m:>aSs, -
in adclition, all of the city "dt:.hiIt the 
ArClb walls as ~ll CIS the south-west cruar
ter ext:rctruros between Pustan-al-I<han; thr
Ra!El1 quan:y and the Marreluk nosque of 
Ras-al-Ain. 

ICCf.DS, rrai 1984 
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1 Temple of Jupiter Heliopolitan 
2 Temple of Bacchus 
3 Temple of Venus 
4 Trilithon 
5 Colonnade of a public building 
6 Theatre (not excavated) 
7 'Stone of the Pregnant Woman' 
8 Stairs to the Temple of Mercury 
9 Site of the Temple of Mercury 

10 Roman city gate 
II Necropolis 
12 Great Mosque 

Built on the site of the Roman Forum, it dates from 
the Umayyad period and consists of three rows of 
columns carrymg arches on which a wooden roof 
once rested. The irregular granite and limestone 
columns with their Corinthian capitals were taken 
&om the Roman temples. In the north-west comer 
of the courtyard there are traces of an octagonal 
minaret placed on a square base. 

13 Ruined Mosque 

( 
I 

14 Qubbat Amjad. 
On the top of Sheikh Abdallah hill are the remains 
of a mausoleum ascribed to Al Amjad Barhan Shah, 
grand nephew of Saladin. It is built of stones from 
the Temple of Mercury. 

15 Qubbat Douris 
On the outskirts of Baalbek, on the west side of the 
main road, are the remains of a simple octagonal 
mausoleum. It consists of eight red granite column 
shafts, taken from Baalbek and used as simple 
pillars without base or capital. Over the architrave 
blocks is a remarkably designed frieze, cut in such a 
way as to relieve the architrave of any additional 
weight. The monument was built in the thirteenth 
century. Nothing of the domed roof remains. 

16 Tourist Bureau 
17 District Government 
18 Post Office 
19 Hotel Palmyra 
20 Hotel Khawam 
21 Restaurant Ras el Ain 

LIBl\N - PIAN DE BAALBEK 
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