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LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propos~:' Anjar 

Lieu: Beqaa 

Etat partie: Lilxm 

Da~: 2 decerrt>re 1983 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que ce bien cuI turel soi t inscrit sur 
la Liste du Patrirroine M)ndial et sur 

. la Liste du Patrinoine M:mdial en peril 
au titre des cri teres III et IV. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Aujourd'hui rrenacees du seul fait de 
leur position strategique, les ruines d' 
Anjar, dans la Bekaa, non loin des rou-

· tes qui relient Ibms et. Baalbek a Tibe
riade et Ie Mont Lilxm a Damas, sont con 

• nues depuis peu: I' exploration archeolo-
• gique de cette cite n' a ete entreprise 
qu'en 1949. 

Dans un site occupe depuis une epoque 
'reculee (des rerrplois d'edifices grecs, 
rcrrains et paleochretiens se rencontrent 
frequenItEIlt dans les JPa~onneries), la 

. ville d' Anjar (Ain al Jarr) a €!te fondee 

. de toutes pieces au debut du VIII are 
siecle par Ie calife valid I (705-715) 
carme l' attestent une chronique syriaque 
et di verses sources conterrporaines. Cetb: 
surprenante creation urbaine, 0.' ailleurs 
inachev€e, n' eut qu' une breve existence: 
en 744, les partisans du calife Ibrahiw., 
fils de v~alid, furent defai ts sous les 
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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: Anjar 

Location: Bekaa 

State 'Darty: Iebanon 

Date: Dec::errer 2, 1983 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the proposed cultural property 
be included on the l-orld Heritage List and 
the lAbrld Heritage List in danger based on 
the criteria III and IV. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

The ruins of Anjar, in the Bekaa,not 
far fran the roac'ls which link Pans and 
BaaThek to Tiberiac'le and MJunt Lebanon 
to Darnascus, and which are tOOay threate
ned b\! their strategic position, ~re ois
covereC. not long ago : archaeological ex
!,lorations of this city were only underta
ken in 1949. 

Situated on a site which was occu
pied over a long ~riod of tiIre (re-errplo
ved ele:rrents of Greek, Raran and Early 
Christian buildincrs are freouentl v found 
in the masonry of-its walls), the~ city of 
Anjar (Ain al Jarr) was fOlmded, as attes
ted to by a Syriac chronicle and by con
terrporary sources, at the beginning of the 
8th century by CaliT">h l'alid I (705-715). 
This surprising urban creation, which was 
never cct'T!"leted, had only a brief existen
ce : in 744, the ~isans of Cali!:,h ,Thra
hfr.'l., son of l"alid, Were defeated outslde 
the walls of Anj?I by r-1aThrcm ben Moharrrred 



murs d' Anj ar par Marwan ben Mohamred 
qui devint Ie dernier calife areyyade. 
~ lors, Anjar, partiellerrent d~trui
te, CX>Ill'la!t l' abandon et la ~. 
Carme plus tard Abu al Fida, Guillaune 
de Tyr n'y vit que des ruines , enjeu de 
natbreuses batailles au XII E!ne si~le. 

res fouilles ont rewl~ une Writa
ble ville forte enserree dans \.me mu
raille f~ de quarante tours oil 
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une inscription de 741 se voit toujours 
in situ. Cette enceinte rectangu1aire 
(385-350 m) est stricteIrent orientre. 
Ccmtarldes par des portes I bo:rd€s de por
tiques, un errand axe noro-sud. et un pe
tit axe est-orest~ I superpo~s aux 001-
lecteurs principaux oil se d~versent les 
egouts I di visent l' espace en quatre qua
drants ~aux. BatiIrents publics et pri
ves sent repartis en fonction d' une pla
nification rigoureuse: palais principal 
et nosqure dans Ie quadrant sud-est., pa
lais secondaire et ba.ins dans les qua
drants nord-est et .nord-ouest' I quartier 
d' habitation tres dense desservi par un 
reseau de rues de plan orthogorial dans 
Ie quadrant sud-ouest. L' organisation de 
l' espace urbaIn, rema.rquablenent ooncer
tre, ~vcque davantage celIe des residen
ces i.nperiales (dont la ville-palais de 
Dicx::letien a Spalato reste Ie rreilleur 
exenple) que celIe des canps militaires 
et des villes coloniales ranaines. 

Les ruines sont daninees par les 
vestiges spectaculaires d'un tetrapyle 
nonunental, a la croisee des deux axes 
principaux, ainsi que par les murs et 
les colonnades du palais ~yyade, con
serves sur trois niveaux. Ces structures 
integrent des sculptures de l' etxJqUe ro
naine, rrais se signalent egalerrent par 
la quali te plastique exceptionnelle des 
elerrents du decor conterrporains de la 
oonstruction. 

L' Ia::MOS reccmrande l' inscription 
d' Anjar sur la Liste du Patrinoine fun
dial au titre des criteres III et N 
corme exerrple eminent et parfai tenent 
date de l' urbaniSlre ~yyade (Rarnla, 
Basra, Kufa et wasit sont trap irrpar
faitenent connus pour offrir de bons 
tenres de carrparaison). 

L' ICCM)S souhai te qu' une protection 
integrale s'exerce sur les vestiges in
tra-muros, rrais encore sur l' edifice 

who l:>ecarTE the last Qnayyad caliph. Af-
ter this, Anjar, which was partially des- -
troyed, was abandoned. As Abu al Fida af
ter him, l'!illiam of Tyre saw only ruins, 
the results of nur:erous battles of the 
12th century. 

Excavations have revealed a forti
fied city, enclosed by \'7a.l.ls flanked by 
forty towers where an inscription fran 
741 may still be seen in situ. 'Ibis rec
tangular fortified wall (385x350 m.) is 
precisely oriented. Daninated by gates 
flanked. by rx:>rticos, an iInportant North
Fouth axis and a lesser Fast-l';est axis 
are su.?erin!'osed above the rrain sewers 
and divide the city into four equal qua
drants. Public and nrivate buildings are 
laid out according 1:0 a strict plan : the 
principal !l8~ace and rrosque in the south-::
east quao.rant; the secondary !lCliace and 
baths in the north-east and north-'West 
quaClrants; the densily inhabited south
west quadrant criss-crossed by a network 
of streets built on an o~onal plan. 
'!he urban S!?Stial o~anization, which is 
rerarkably devised, is rrore reminiscent 
of ti1.at of a roval resia.ence (of vlhich the 
city-palace of Diocletian at srlit ~ 
the best eJl'..aI"!'le) than that of the Ro
man :rili tar..! canps and colonial cities. 

The ruins are daninC!.ted by the 
spectacular vestiIJes of a nonunental te
trapyle, at the crossing of the two prin
ci!Xli axes, as well as by the walls and 
colonnades of the Qnayya.d !:"alace, three 
levels of which have been preserved. The
se structures incorrorate scul:?t:ures frO""~ 
the Reman perioo., but are notahle as vTe_ 
for the exce:':llional plasticity of the e
lerrents of the cont.eITorary decor within 
the construction. 

ICCMOS reccmrends the. inclusion 
of Imjar on the ~rld Heritage List based 
on criteria III and N as an eminent and 
perfectly dated exanple of Qmyyad urba
pism (RaMla, Basra, Kufa and l'?a.sit are not 
well eoough Jr.na-m to form the basis 0'£ a 
valid ~rison) • 

lca10S would sU~9'est that an inte
gral :,)rotection be exteno.eC. not only to 
the intra-muros vesti0es but also to the 
builclins- vrlt.'I1 a central courtyard (a cara
vanserai?) which has been brought to li9'ht 
extra-muros. 



~ cour centrale ( caravans~rai1? ) 
~a~ extra-nD.JrOs ~ l' ~t de l' en
ceinte. L' ImDS souhai te d' autre 
part un contr01e ~troit des abords 
du site, ell un village ItDderne s· 
est ~tabli. 
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ICCMOS would suggest, as well, the 
strict oontro1 of the surroundings of 

the site, where a nodem village is in 
the process of being developed. 

lOOMOS, mai 1984 
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LIBAN - ANJAR 



LlBAN - SITE ARCHEX)I..CGIQJE D' ANJAR 


