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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose: Fort, forteresses et 
ensemble rronurrental de 
cartagene 

Lieu: Polivar 

Eta t partie: Colarrbie 

, Date: 20 rra;i., 1983 
Rev. 22 rnai 1984, 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que Ie bien culture1 prooose soit 
inscrit sur 1a Liste du PatriIroine 
Mondial. _ 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

I.e 1er juin 1533, 1e rnadri1ene 
don Pedro de Heredia fondait Cartagena 
de Indias sur tID minuscule archipe1 cO-

. tier de 1a Iter des Ca.rq.ibes. Dans 1e 
golfe du Darien, a une ·centaine de ki-
10metres a l' ouest de I' embouchure du 
rio Magdalena, cartagene carrbinai t 1es 
avantages de sa situation et de son si­
te : une etroi te bande de terre coupee 
du continent par tme succession de baies 
abritant de bans noui11ages et par d' e­
traits chenaux qui consti tuaient d' eX­
cel1entes defenses nature1les. 

Ce nouveau port, dent 1a valeur 
strategique paraissait evidente, ne fut 
forti fie qu' une ,cinquantaine d I annees 
apres la fondation apres avoir eu a se 
defendre contre les entreprises de John 
Hawkins et de Walter Drake. En 1586, 1e 
plus farreux des ingemeurs militaires 
de 1a COUl:Onne d' Espagne, Bautista An­
tonelli, fut charge de fortifier 1a vil-

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: Port, fortresses and group 
of rronurrents, cartagena 

Location: Bolivar 

S ta te narty: C01anbia 

Date: May 20, 1983 
Rev. May 22, 1984 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the proposed cultural prooerty 
be inscribed on the ~brld Heritage 
List. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

The first of Jtme, 1533, the Madri-
1enian Don Pedro de reredia founded Car­
tagena de Indias on a tiny costal archi­
pe1ago in the Caribbean. In the Gulf of 
Darien, 100 kms. ~st of the nouth of the 
Rio Magdalena, cartagena canbined the ad­
vantages of its J?Osi tion and its site : a 
narrow band of land cut off from the con­
tinent by a succession of bays offering 
good anchorage and by narrow channels 
which constituted an excellent natural de 
fense. 

This new harbour, whose strategic 
value is apparent, was not fortified un­
til about fifty years after its founda­
tion when it had to defend itself against 
the exploits of John Hawkins and Walter 
Drake. - In 1586, the rrcst fanous mili tal:y 
engineer of the c:rown of Spain, Bautista 
Antonelli, was charged with the fortifi­
cation of the citv. His work, finally 
conpleted in the i 7th century, rnadeCar-
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le. Son ceuvre, parachevee au XVII erre 
siecle, fit de cartagene une place-forte 
inexpugnable, qui resista victorieuserrent, 
en 1697, aux attaques du baron de Pontis. 
Au XVIII are siecle, des anenagerrents nou­
veaux donnerent a l' ensemble fortifie son 
ampleur actuelle. 

Le systeme initial des fortifica­
tions ne corrprenait, outre l' enceinte ur­
baine, que le port bastionne de San l'1atias, 
a l'entree de la passe de Bocagrande, et 
la tour de San Felipe del Poqueron contr6-
lant la Bahia de las Ani.m3.s. L' evolution 
du littoral, extrerretrent rrouvant, nais aus­
si les progres de la poliorcetique impose­
rent un developpement considerable du pro­
jet initial. Peu a peu, toutes les passes 
furent carcrrandees par plusieurs forts : 
San Luis et San Jose, puis San Fernando, 
San Rafael et Santa Barbara a Bocachica 
(la passe du sud-ouest); Santa Cruz, San 
Juan de Manzanillo et San Sebastian de 
Pastellilo autour de la Bahia interior: 
San Felipe de Barajas, sur l' escarpenent 
rocheux qui dami.ne la ville a l' est et 
defend l' acces aI' ist.hrre de Cabrero. 

A l'abri de ces foImidables defenses 
la ville ne cessa de s' agrandir. I.e plan, 
caracteristique des fondations coloniales 
du XVI ere siecle, transcri t un zonage ri­
goureux en trois quartiers, correspondant 
aux principales categories sociales. 
- le quartier de San Pedro, ou residaient 
nobles et notables. II conserve encore des 
rronurrents de grande quali te, conrre la o.the­
drale (1575-1612), Ie Couvent de San Pedro 
Claver, le Palais de l' Inquisition, le Pa­
lais du Gouvemercent, la derreure du marquis 
de Valdehoyos. 
- Ie quartier de San Diego, au nord-est, aU 
residaient les carmer~ants et les artisans 
des classes noyermes. 
- au sud-est, sur un ilOt. peu a peu ratta­
ch.e a la terre feme, Gethsemmi etai t Ie 
quartier populaire. 

L' ICCM:>S recamande l' inscription 

tagena an lirpregnable stronghold, which 
victoriously resisted the attacks of B3,­

ron Pontis until 1697. In the 18th cen­
tury, new additions gave the fortified 
ensemble its present spaciousness. 

The initial system of fortifi­
cation included only the urban enclC"-
sure wall, the bastioned harbour of San 

l'1atias at the entry to the pass of P.oca­
grande and the tower of San Felipe del 
Ecx!Ueron which controlled the Bahia de 
las Ani.m3.s. The evolution of the highly 
fluctuating coast line as well as the 
proc:rress of military strategy necessi ta­
ted a considerable alteration of the ini­
tial project. Little by little, all of 
the passes were dominated by forts : 
San Luis and San Jose, then San Fernando, 
San Rafael and Santa Barbara to Po.cachi­
ca (the south~st pass); Santa Cruz, 
San Juan de Manzanillo and San Sebasti 
de Pastellilo around the interior Bahia; 
San Felipe de Barajas, on the rocky crag 
which dominated the city to the east and 
protects the access to the isthmus of 
Cabrero. 

Within the shelter of the for­
midable defen:: es, the city continued to 
grow. The plan, characteristic of colo­
nial fotmdations of the 16th century, re­
produces a rigorous zoning, eli vided in­
to three quarters, corresponding to the 
rna:;or social categories. 
- the quarter of San Pedro, where the 
nobles and the notables resided. It 
still preserves rron\.lITeI1ts of high quali­
ty' like the Cathedral (1575-1612), the 
Convent of San Pedro Claver, the Palace 
of the Inquisition, the Palace of the 
Govexnerrent, the hare of Mcu:qui.s de Val­
dehoyos. 
- the quarter of San Diego, to the north­
east, where the ITe--rchants and crafstrren 
of the middle class resided. 
- to the south-east, on a small island 
which slowly became attached to the 
mainland, was Gethsemani, the popular 
quarter. du port et de l' ensemble fortifie de Car­

tagena de Indias sur la Liste du Patrirroine 
r.bndial au titre des criteres N et VI. ICCMOS reccmrends the inclu-
- critere N : Cartagene est un exemple sion of the harbour and the fortifica-
eminent d' architecture rnilitaire des XVI ene, tions of Cartagena de Indias on the 
XVII em; et XVIII erre siecles, Ie plus eten- 'to'brld Heritage List based on criteria 
du du Nouveau Mende et l' l.nl des plus carcplets N and VI. 
qui soient conserves aI' heure actuelle. - criterion N : Cartagena is an eminent 
- critere VI : Cartagene a ete avec La Hava- example of the military architecture of 
ne, San Juan de Porto Rico ( deja inscrits the 16th, 17th, 18th centuries, the nost 
sur la Liste du Patrirroine Mondial), l.nl re- extensive of the New'to'brld and, at pre­
lais essentiel sur la route de s Indes o.cci - sent, one of the nost cartplete. 
dentales. La proposition d' inscription in- - criterion VI : Cartagena, together 
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troduite par la Colorrbie s' inscrit dans 
la thematique generale de la decouverte 
du ronde et des voies du grand ccmrerce 
maritirre, reconnue cornre priori taire par 
Ie Carnite lors de la session de 1983. 

Sensible aux problerres de conser­
vation que PJse l' ensemble de Cartagene 
a l'interieur d'une zone tres urbanisee 
(plus de 300.000 habitants),l'ICOMOS re­
comnande, outre la protection integrale 
de la vieille ville intra-muros et des 
ensembles fortifies, la creation d'un lar­
ge perimetre ou des prescriptions limite­
ront la hauteur des constructions contem­
PJraines. 

with La Havana, and San Juan de Porto­
Rim (already· included on the W:>rld He­
ritage List) was an essential way station 
in the W:st Indies. The prq:x:>sal for in­
clusion introduced by Co1....urbia fits into 
the general theme of the exploration of 
the WJrld and of the great ccmrercial t..1-J.e­
TIe of the exploration of the world and or 
the great cornrercial TIeri tirre ways, reco­
gnized as a ranking therre by the Comni ttee 
during its 1983 session. 

!>Mare of the preservation pro­
blems raised by the ensemble of Cartagena 
(rrore than 300, 000 inhabitants), ICCMOS 

would reccmrend, besides the integral 
protection of the old city intra-muros 
and of each of the fortifications, the 
creation of a broad area where ordinances 
WJuld limit the height of con~rary 
mnstruction. 

lCOMOS, rnai 1984 
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Leyenda, 
I. FUERTE DEL PASTELILLO. 

2. CASTILLO DE SAN FELIPE. 

3. CONVENTO DE LA POPA. 

4. CASTILLO DE SANTA CRUZ. 

5. FUERTE DE MANZANILLO. 

6. CASTILLO DE SAN LUIS. 

JOSE MENENDEZ "DAL .. LVAltU .. ..auIT[CTO 
UP["TOO[ L" U N [S COlli'. 


