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A) IDENTIFICAT 100 

Bien propose Eg.hse de pe le:nnage 
"d.le Wies" 

Lieu Etat de Bav.lere, C\Jmte de We.ll­
he~Schongau, v.llie de Stelll­
gaden 

Etat partle Republique Federale 
d 'A llemagne 

Date 23 Decernbre 1982 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L I ICOMOS 

Que Ie blen culturel propose SOlt 

inscrit sur la l.lste du PatriIToine 
Mbndial au titre des criteres : 
I et III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

ViORLD HERITAGE LIST N° 271 

Ai IDENTIFI~rION 

NorninatlOn The Pilgrimage Church of Wies 

Locatlon State of Bavaria, county of 
WellheimrSchongau, town of 
Stelllgaden 

State party : Federal Republic of Germany 

Date December 23, 1982 

B; ICOMOS REX:::OMMENDATION 

That the proposed cultural property be 
l.nscrlbed on the World Heritage List based. 
on the criteria 
I and III. 

Ci JUSTIFICATION 

Le hameau de W.les, pres de Stelnga- The ha:rnlet of Wies,near Stelngaden .In 
den, fut, en 1738, Ie theatre d'un ITll- Bavar.la, was the setting of a rmracle In 
racle: une humble l.Illage en bOlS du 1738 : a slITlple wooden :i1na.ge of Chru:;t 
Christ a la colonne, dont les Prerront res rrounted on a column, wluch was no longer 
de la vllie n 'ava.lent plus voulu, appa- dear to the Prerronstratenslans, appeared 
rut en pleurs a des fideles. Une chapel- to some of the faithful to be ill tears. 
Ie de bois elevee en plem charrp abnta A T.NOOden chapel, constructed ill the flelds, 
quelque temps la statue ITl.lraculeuse, housed the ITlHaculous statue for some tJ..ITe. 
Mais blentot les pelerIDs aCCoUlurent But, soon the p.llgr.lins from Germany, 
si narnbreux d'Allernagne, d'Autrlche, de Austrla, fuheITtla and even Italy became so 
Boherre et rnerne d'Italle, que l'abbe des numerous that the abbot of the Prerronstra­
Prerrontres de Steingaden de(ada l'erec- tenslans of Stemgaden decided to cons­
tion d'un sanctualre splendlde. Les tra- truc.."t a splendld sanctuary. In 1745, work· 
vaux debuterent en 1745 sous la dlrec- was begun under the direction of the 
tion d'un architecte celebre: Donunikus celebrated arcrutect, Dc:minikus ZJ..IlTIlennann:, 
Zinmerrnann, qui reallsa en ce lleu cham- who was to construct in th1s pastoral 
petre, parffil les pres, au pled des Alpes, set.tl11g ill the foothills of the Alps, one 
l' une des creations les pl.us accarplles of the most pollshed creations of Bava-
du rococo bavarols. Le choeur fut consa- rlan rococo. The choir was consecrated 
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cre en 1749, et l'eglise entiere en 
1754. Cette armee-Ia, Daninikus Z irrmer­
mann qultta la ville de Landsberg ou il 
habitait pour venir s'etablir a Wies 
aupres de son chef-d' oeuvre, dans une 
rraison neuve ou il devait rrourir en 
1766. 

L'eglise, de plan ovale (25 x 29m) 
est precedee, aI' ouest, par un narthex 
serni-circulaire. AI' interieur, des co­
lonnes j tnnelees, detachees en avant des 
murs, soutiennent la corniche capricieu­
serrent decoupee et la vonte de bois au 
profil aplati, determinant un second 
volmne interne ou la lumiere des fene­
tres et des oculi est savamment diffusee, 
directerrent et indi:J;'ectement. A 1 'est, 
un choeur long et pro fond est cerne de 
galeries, haute et basse. 

La prodigieuse decoration stuguee est 
I' oeuvre de Dominikus Z irrmennann, aide 
de son frere Johann Baptist, peintre de 
l'electeur de Baviere Max-Emmanuel de­
puis 1720. Les tons vifs des peintures 
rehaussent les details sculptes et,dans 
les parties hautes, les fresgues et 1es 
stucs s' inte:rpenetrent pour consti tuer 
un decor allegre et rrouvemente, d' une 
richesse et d'un raffinement inouis. 
L'abondance des rrotifs et des figures, 
Ie rrouvement des lignes, Ie percement 
habile des surfaces et des "Jours" :mena­
gent sans cesse a l'oeil de nouvelles 
sw:prises. Les pIa fonds pemts en tran­
pe-l 'oeil semblent s' OUVI:ir sur un ciel 
irise, traverse par Ie vol des anges, et 
ne contribuent pas :mediocrement a l' al­
legresse de l'ensemble. 

Enfin, la conservation est parfaite: 
les couleurs ont toute leur fraicheur 
et rien ne rrangue a I' ensemble rococo 
de Wies: ni les splendides ferroneries 
asy:metrigues du choeur, ni les bancs en 
bois sculptes pour les fideles, ni la 
chaire, ni aucun des salnts elegants et 
largerrent rrodeles QUl peuplent les ar­
chi tectures . 

Eglise de pelerinage elevee en plelne 
carrpagne, chef-d' oeuvre parfait de l' art 
rococo f Ie sanctuaire de Wies repond 
pleinement a deux des criteres retenus 
pour l'inscription sur la liste du Pa­
trimoine Mondial : crltere I (chef-d'oeu­
vre de l'esprit createur de l'homme) et 
critere III (terroignage exceptionnel 
sur une civilisation disparue) . 

In 1749 and the rerralnder of the church 
finished by 1754. That year Daminikus 
Z.urmerrrann left the city of Landsberg 
where he lived to settle in Wies near 
his masterpiece, in a new house where 
he died in 1766. 

The church, wh1.ch is oval in plan 
(25 x 29m) is preceded to the west by a 
semi-circular narthex. Inside, twin col­
umns placed before the walls support 
the capriciously cutout cornice and the 
wooden vaulting with its flattened pro­
file which defilles a second interior 
voltnne where the light from the windows 
and the OCUll is cleverly diffused both 
directly and mdlrectly. To the east, a 
long, deep chOir lS surrounded by an up­
per and a lower gallery. 

The prodlglous stucco decoration is 
the work of Danirukus Z imnermann, assis­
ted by his brother Johann Baptist, who 
was the pa.inter of the Elector of Bava­
ria, Max-EmrrBrlUel from 1720. The lively 
colors of the pamtings bring out the 
sculpted detail and, ill the upper zones, 
the frescoes and stuccowork interpene­
trate to produce a light and living decor 
of an unprecedented richness and refine­
ment, The abundance of rrotifs and of 
figures, the rrovement of the lines, the 
skillful opening of surfaces and the 
"lights" continually offer the observer 
fresh surprlses. The ce1.1ings, painted 
as trompe-I' oeil, appear to open on an 
ir1.descent sky, across which angles fly; 
these, too, contribute to the lightness 
of the whole. 

Moreover, the preservation lS perfect: 
the colors have retained all of their 
freshness and nothing is lacking in the 
rocOCO whole which is Wies : with its 
splendid assyrretr lcal ironwork of the 
choir, its pews of sculpted wood for the 
faithful, its pulPlt, and its elegant and 
arrply rrodelled saints which inhabit the 
architecture. 

The sanctuary of Wies, p1.1grimage 
church constructed in the open country 
Side, a perfect masterpiece of rococo art, 
responds fully to two of the criteria 
necessary for illscription on the WOrld 
Heritage List: Gnterion I (master piece 
of creatlve genlus) ru1d criterion III 
(exceptlonal test.irrony to a civilization 

which has dlsappeared). 

ICOMOS, Mai 1983. 
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