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A) IDENTIFICATION A) IDENTIFICATION 

Blen pro,£2se : Le Couvent de Salnt-Gall Nomination: The Convent. of St . Gall 

Lieu Canton de St-Gal1, Vllle de St­
Gall 

Etat partle : SUlsse 

Date: 20 Decembre 1982 
1--

~ BJ REX:OMMANDATION DE L I ICOt-DS 
, 

I Que le blen culturel propose soit 
i inscrit sur la llste du Patnrrome 
: Monelial au tltre des c.nteres II et IV. 

I C) JUSTIFlCA'T ION 

C 'est en 612 que le mo.me lr landais 
: Gallus se ret Ha daJ1s la vallee de Stei­
,nach pour y mener une eXlstence er6miti­
que. En 747, l' abbe Otrrar etabllt sur 

, les heux lllust!es par Salnt Gall une 
corrmunaute renedictl.ne et fonda une eco­
le en m§.rre temps que le couvent. 

Aux IXe et Xe sleeles, l'abbaye de 
Sa.int-Gall fut 11 un des foyers les plus 

'rencmrres de la culture et de la science 
'occldentales. L'apogee colnclde avec 
. l'abbatlat de Gozbert (816-837) a qui 
: fut adresse, vralsemblablement pax l'e­
'veque de Bale Helto, abbe de Reichenau, 
i Ie celebre plan sur parchelmn dlt "plan 
: de Saint-Ga.ll". Ce dessw d r archltecture 
: annote de 341 lnSCnptlCY1S dorme, au 
'lendemaln du Conclle d 'Al.x-la-Chapelle, 
ile plan ldeal d'une abbaye benedlctine. 
Les foullles condUl tes a Saillt-Gal1 par 

Location : Canton of St-Gall, Clty of 
St-Gall 

State party : SWltzerland 

Date December 20, 1982 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the proposed cuhmal property 
be inscrwed on t.he Wor: ld HerItage List 
on the basls of the Crl.terld II and IV. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

It was ill 612 that the IrIsh monk 
Gallus withdrew lnt,O the valley of Stei­
nach to lead the exlstence of a hermit. 
In 747 f the abbot OtIrBn es tabhshed a 
community of Benedlctlne monks ln the 
place made famous by SaLnt Gall and at 
the same tllTle founded a. ScfKX)l. 

During the 9th and lOth centurles, the 
abbey of St. Gall was one of the most 
renowned centers of Western cult.ure and 
science. Its apogee COL~Clded wlth the 
abbacy of Gozbert \816-837: to whom was 
sent the famous plan on pax chment known 
as the "plan of Salnt Gall"; thls was 
IIDSt likely sent. by the bl.shop of Basel, 
Heito, abbot of Relchenau. Followl.ng on I 

the Councll of Aachen, thIS archltectural 
deslgn accanparlled by 341 annotatlons 
consti tutes the ldeal plan of a benediC­
tine abbey. Excavatlons earrl.ed out at 
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Sennhauser montrent que ce plan novateur 
fut partlellerrent reahse. 

Seules des fondations et quelques 
elerrents d'archltecture retI'ouves lars 
des sondages entreprls apres 1960 per­
rrettent aUJourd 'hui d' llnaglner la splen­
deur du rronastere carolingien, II a eti§ 
en effet reconstrmt a plUSleurs repn.­
ses, et ce sont les campagnes de cons­
tructIon du XVIIIe siecle qUi lu.L ont 
donne SOD apparence act uelle, marquee 
par Ie. style baroque t.rlomphant de la 
cathedrale (anClenne abbatl2l1e) et de 
la bibliotheque. 

L' ICOMJS recoITlmcmde I' l.nscr 1 pt 1.;Jl) du 
couvent de SaInt-GaLL SW~ 1a liste du 
PatrllTOlne Mondial au t1tre des cnteres 
SUlvants : 

- crltere II ,aVOH exerce une .Ulfiuence 
consIderable pendant Wle pe.u(xie dormee, 
ou dans W1e aire cultureU.e deterrmnee, 
sur 1e developpement de 11 archltecl:u.ce , 
des arts monumentaux au de J.! orgarllsa­
tlOD de l'espacei. 

En effet, merna Sl l'on dLscute en.core 
de la valeur norrnat.lve du plan de Sawt­
Gall, ou s'affirrrent les PtlDClpeS drune 
archItecture rrodulalre, 11 est eV1dent 
que l'abbaye de Gozbert a exerce une 
grande lnfluence sur les developperne:r1ts 
de 1 'archItecture nonasllque a.u lende­
maIn du ConC1le d'A1x-la-Chapelle, 

- cr1.t.ere IV wffux un exemple emment 
d'un type de strue tLlr·e, 111 ust cant une 
SItuation fnstorlque Signif,;.catlve 1 • 

Samt-Gall peut eue conSlcter2 comrre 
un exerrple typlque de grand monaste:re 
renedlctlD, foyer d I art et de conncus­
sance, avec sa rlche bibllotheque et: son 
scriptorlum. Les aUBnagemsnts successlfs 
de l' espace convent"uel attestent 1 dans 
leur variete, d'une fonctlon rellg1euse 
et culture1le conscante. 

St. Gall by Serrnhause:c show that this 
irmovative plan was partlally realized. 

Only the foundatIons and same elerrents 
of architecture, dlscovered as a result 
of probes undertaken after .1960, rerrain 
to remind one of what was once the 
splendor of the Carolmglan rronastery. 
Indeed, it has been reconstructed several 
times. Its present appearance, marked by 
the full-blown baroque style of the cathe­
dral (fonner abbatlal; and the ljbrary, 
are the result of the const1:uctlon cam­
pcngns of the 18th century. 

Imms recarrmends the lnscriptlon of 
the monastery of st. Gall on the World 
Hentage List based on the following 
crUeria : 

- criterion II \l"1c:'.lve exerted great mflu­
ence, over a span or. Uflle elI withm a 
cul tural area of the world, on develop­
ments in arch1.tecture, rronurrental arts 
or town-plannlDg and landscapjngi. 

Effect1.vely, eventhoLlgh the norrnat1.ve 
value of the plan of St. Gall, which is 
based on rrodular arch,ltect.ural princlples, 
may still be debatable, .It IS evident that 
the abbey of Gozbert exerted a great 1.n­
fluence on the devel.o!;..rrlt...:.nt of rronast1.c 
archItecture folloWJx)() the CouncIl of 
Aachen. 

- criterion IV lbe an outstanchng exarrple 
of a type of structure whlch Illustrates 
a SIgnificant stage 1.rl hIstOry I • 

St. Gall may be conslder·ed as a typica ... -
example of the large benedictme rronastery, 
cent.er of art and knowledge, WIth its rich 
Ilbrary and its scnpt~orlum. The success.ve-

restructurirlgs of the conventual space 
attest to Its on-gO.l.:lg rel.Lgl.ouS and 
cuI tural functlon, 

ICOMllS, Mal 1983. 


