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A) IDENTIFICATIOO A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose : Forteresse et site his- Nomination: La Fortaleza and San Juan 
torique de San Juan Historic Site 

Lieu : Porto Rico Location : Puerto Rico 

Etat partie: Etats-Unis d'Amerique 

Date : 23 Decembre 1982 

I B) RECOMMANDATIOO DE L'IC(M)S 

State party : United States of America 

Date: December 23, 1982 

B) ICOmS RB:a.1MENDATION 

l----------------------------------------------------~ , 
i Que Ie bien culture 1 propose soit 
i inscri t sur la liste du Patrirroine 
i,- Mondial apres extension de la zone de 

I , , 
I 
I 

i 

protection envisagee. 

That the proposed cultural property 
be inscribed on the oorld Heritage List 
after the extension of the envisioned 
zone of protection. 

\------------------------------------------------------------------------~ , 
I 

t C) JUsrIFICATION C) JUsrIFICATION 

I,--------------------------------i 
f Pour les decouvreurs et les colons For the explorers and the colonists I du Nouveau Monde, venus de 1 'est, Porto of the New World, who carre from the East, 
t Rico etait une etape obligee dans la Puerto Rico was an obligatory stopping-
! mer des caraibes : c' etai t veri tablerrent place in the Caribbean Sea : it was trull 
I la "cle" des Antilles. De Ui son role the "key" to the Antilles. From this 
or! strategique prirrordial des les debuts evolved its primordial strategic role 

de la colonisation espagnole. L'ile fut, at the beginning of the Spanish coloni-
t durant des siecles, un enjeu que se zation. The island was, for centuries, 

disputerent Espagnols, Fran9ais, Anglais a stake disputed by the Spanish, French, 
et Hollandais. Les fortifications de English and Dutch. The fortifications 
la baie de San Juan, port magnifique of the bay of San Juan, the magnificent 
auquel Porto Rico doit son nan, temoi- port to which Puerto Rico owes its nacre, 
gnent de son long passe mili taire. bear witness to its long mili tary histo~ • 

La Fortaleza n 'est qu 'une, entre 
! autres, des forteresses qui Ie prote­
~ gent. San Juan possede, en fait, un 
! vaste system: defensif coherent, avec 

rerrparts, fortins et forteresses, can­
courant tous jadis a son efficacite et 
aujourd'hui a sa signification histori­
que. Les principales composantes de ce 

La Fortaleza is one, arrong several, 0 

the fortresses which protect it. San 
Juan possesses, in fact, a vast, coheren 
defensive system with ranparts, fortlets 
and fortresses, attesting formerly to it~ 
effectiveness and today to its historic 
significance. The principal conponents 
of this defensive system are, starting 



systerne defensif sont, en partant du 
Sud: 

- 2 -

- la Fortaleza, fondee en 1530-1540; 
agrandie a diverses reprises, a la fin 
du XVIe siecle, au XVIIe et au XVIIIe 
siecle, tres remaniee apres 1846, c'est 
un monument exernplaire de l'architecture 
c610niale hispano-americaine. Elle fai­
sait office a la fois d'arsenal, de 
prison et de residence pour Ie capi taine 
de l'ile. 

- El Morro, sur un piton rocheux, a 1 'ex­
trfuni te occidentale de l' ile, est un 
bastion triangulaire parfaitement con~u 
selon la strategie de la seconde moitie 
du XVIIIe siecle, epoque a laquelle il 
fut entierement remodele. 

- San Cristobal constitue, avec ses de­
pendances un autre exemple accompli de 
l'architecture ~litaire de la seconde 
moitie du XVIIIe siecle. 

L'ICOMOS recammande une protection 
integrale du site de Porto Rico avec 
rraintien de l' equilibre actuel entre 
zones baties et non baties. L'ensemble 
historique de San Juan, avec ses diffe­
rentes carrposantes nonumentales, pour­
rait etre inscrit sur la liste du Patri­
noine MJrldial au titre du cri tere VI. 

to the south 

- la Fortaleza, which was founded in 
1530-1540 and enlarged at various periods, 
the end of the 16th century, the 17th 
and 18th centuries, and heavily nodi­
fied after 1846, is an exemplary monu­
rrent of Hispano-Arrerican colonial 
architecture. It served at once as an 
arsenal, prison, and residence for the 
Governor-General of the island. 

- El Morro, situated on a rocky peak 
of land on the western extr~ ty of 
the island, is a triangular bastion 
perfectly conceived according to the 
strategy of the second half of the 
18th century, when it was entirely 
remodelled • 

- San CristObal, with its dependencies, 
is another accomplished example of the 
~litary architecture of the second 
half of the 18th century. 

IC()M)S reccmrends the integral 
protection of the site of Puerto Rico 
wi th the rraintenance of the present 
balance between constructed and non­
constructed zones. The whole of San 
Juan, with its different nonumental 
components, could be inscribed on the 
World Heritage List on the basis of 
criterion VI. 

ICOMDS, Mai 1983. 
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Crist{bal, general view from west (Ed Elvidge, Eastern 

National Park and Monument Association). 


