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LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propos ~ : Ensemble de nonurrents 
de Fatehpur Sikri 

Lieu: Uttar Pradesh, district d' Agra 

Etat partie: Inde 

Date: 15 octobre 1983 

B} RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que l'inscription de ce bien cu1 
turel sur la Liste du Patrinoine Mondial 
soit differee dans l'attente d'une r€pon­
se du gouvemerrent indien sur la protec­
tion du si teo et de son environnem::mt. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Fatehpur Sikri, la "ville de la 
victoire II n' eut qu' une existence ephemere 
CCJ'lT!E capi tale de I' enpire rroghol. L' em­
pereur Akbar (1556-l605) decida sa cons­
truction en 1571 apres Il:t naissance de 
son fils, Ie futur Jahangir, qui lui avai 
ete predi te sur les lieux rcErre en 1568, 
par Ie sage Shaikh salim Chishti (148cr 
1572). Ies travaux, supervises par Ie 
grand noghol en personne, etaient ache~s 
en 1573. Mais, en 1585, Akbar abandarmait 
Fatehpur Sikri pour guerroyer oontre les 
tribus afghanes et choisissait tIDe nouvel 
Ie capitale : Lahore. 

La "ville de la victoire II ne fut 
plus Ie siege de la oour des grands reo­
ghols que pendant trois rrois, en 1619, 
lorsque Jahangir s'y refugia pendant I' 
epidernie de peste qui desolait Agra. Ie 
site fut definitiverrent abandonne par la 
suite, jusqu I a son eJq)loration archeolo­
gique, entreprise en 1892. 
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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomina tion: Fatehpur Sikri Group of Me­

nurrents 

Loca tion: Uttar Pradesh, district of 
Agra 

State oarty: India 

Date: October 15, 1983 

B} ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the inclusion of the proposed 
cu1 tural property on the Ybr ld Heritage Lis 
be deferred until an an.swer is receipt fran 
the govenment of India on the protection 
of the site and its surroundings. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Fatehpur Sikri, the "City of Vic­
tory" had only an ephareral existence as 
the capital of the MJghul FilFire. The Em­
peror Akbar (1556-1605) decided to oons­
troct it in 1571, on the sane site where 
the birth of his son, the future Jahangir, 
was prErlicted by the wise ShaikL'1. Salim 
Olisti (1480-1572). 'll1.e v.ork, supervised 
by the great MJghul hirrse1f, was cx:rnpleted 
in 1573. But, in 1585, Akbar abanCbned 
Fatehpur Sikri to fight against the Afghan 
tribes and choose a new capital: Lahore. 

"'llie City of Victory II was the seat 
of the great MJghul oourt only ooce rrore 
during three ncnths, in 1619, when Jahan­
gir sought refuge there from the plague 
which devastated Agra. 'll1.e site was defini 
te1y left thereafter, until its ar-
chaeological exploration in 1892. 

'lliis capital without future, si­
tuated ca. 40 kilometers from Agra, was, 
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Cette capitale sans lerrlemain, si­
tu~ A une quarantai.ne de kil~tres d' 
Agra, fut pourtant bien plus qu' un caprice 
du souverain pendant les quatorze ans de 
son existence. Ia. ville, que le voyageur 
anglais Ralph Fitch jugeait en 1585 "beau­
coup plus grande que laldres et tr~ ~ 
leuse It, carprenait une ~rie de palais, 
des bati.nents publics, des nosqu~, nais 
aussi des zones d' habitations destin~s a 
la cour, a l' cu:rcee, aux serviteurs de l' 
enpereur, a toute une population que l' 
histoire ne parvint pas a fixer. Seule une 
infine partie de la cite (celle oil se nas­
sent les grands edifices) est aujourd'hui 
etudi~, visitee et relativenent bien con­
servee. 

Fatehpur Sikri, construite sur un 
plateau rcx:::heux au sud-est d' un lac arti­
ficiel cree pour la circonstance et aujour­
d' hui partiellerrent asseche, est bordee sur 
trois cOtes d' une enceinte de 6 kilc:rrEtres, 
fortifiee de tours et percee de sept portes 
(la roieux conservee est la porte d' Agra, la 
deuxiene en partant du nord). Cette encein­
te, tres vaste, delimite le permetre de 
la fondation nouvelle plutOt qu' elle n' en 
assure la defense. 

hoNever, oonsiderably nore than the fan­
cy of a sovereign during the 14 years of 
its existence. The city, which the English 
traveller Ralph Fitch oonsidered in 1585 
as "considerably larger than london and 
nore populous", oorrprised a series of pala­
ces, public buildings, nosques, as well as 
living areas for the oourt, the ant'o/, ser­
vants of the King anI for an entire popula­
tion whose history has wt been reoorded. 
Qlly one tiny part of the city (that where 
the large buildings are ooncentrated) has 
been until rON, sttrlied, visited and rela­
tively well presenred. 

Fatehpur Sikri, constru::ted on 
a rocky plateau, south""€aSt of an artifi-­
cial lake, created for the occasion and to­
day partially dried up, is bounded on three 
sides by a wall of 6 kilorreters, fortified 
by towers arrl pierced by 7 gates (the best 
preseJ:Ved is the Gate of Agza, the second 
from the wrth). This spacious enclosure 
defines the limi. ts of the DEM foundation 
rather than assuring its defense. 

The majority of the i.np:>rtant 
nonurrents are found to the north of the 
road from Darwaza to Agrai constru:::ted 
of red sarrlstone, they fonn a honogeneous 

Ia. plupart des grands nonurrents se group, even if the eclecticism of their 
trouvent au nord de la route de Darwaza a style is evident and is based on borrowings 
Agra; construits en gres rouge, ils presen- from Hindu, Persian and Incb-muslim tradi­
tent une grande hc::irogeneite, nerre si I' e- tions. AnDng the rnmerous palaces, gazebos, 
clectisrre de leur style est evident et se pavillions, etc., may be cited in particu-
fonde sur des enprunts aux tram tions hin- lar: 
doue, persane et indo-musu1.rrane. Panni. les - Diwan-i-Am, the Hall of Public Audience, 
narrbreux palais, kiosques, pavillons etc, encircled by a series of portioos Which a-
on peut citer particulierenent : re broken Up by- the insertion of ~·the ,inpe-
- le Diwan-i -Am, oour des auliences publi - rial box where Akbar, surrounded by his mi.­
ques, entouree de portiques interrarpus pcrr nisters and officers, TIEted out justice. 
la loge ilrperiale oil Akbar, entoure de ses This box cormumi.cates directly with 
ministres et de ses officiers, rendait 'la - Daulat Khana, or the I:rrperial Palace, flan-
justice. Cette loge ccmmmique directerrent ked to the wffh by 
avec - Diwan-i-Kas, or the Hall of Private Audien-: 
- le Daulat Khana, ou palais i:rtperial, flan- ce, caned the "Je'Wel lbuse", a rronurrent 
que au nord par known for its central plan, which carrprises 
- le Diwan-i-Kas, ou oour des audiences an extraordinary capital surncunted by a 
privees, plus g€neralerrent appele "pavillon circular baloony : the "throne". 
des joyaux", un rronurrent celebre par son 
plan central, que resume un extraordinaire 
chapi teau sunrcnte d' un balcon circulaire. 

other nonurrents of exceptional 
quality are the ',F.mch Nahal , whose eleva­
tion of four recessed stories recalls cer-

D' autres nonurrents d' une quail te ex-: tain Buddhist terrples, the pavillion of 
ceptionnelle sont le Panch Mahal, dent l'e- ]lnup Talao, or the Turkish SUltana, the pala­
levation a quatre etages de tai.lle decrois- ce of Jodh Bai, the palace of Birbal., the 
sante rappelle celle de certains tenples caravan-serai and the problematic "stables". 
bouddhiques, Ie pavillon de l' AntI!? Talao, ou 
de la sultane turque, le palais de Jodh Bai, CMing to the piety of Akbar, na-
le palais de Birbal, le caravans€rcuI, et de ny religious andl veti ve nonurrents were cons-
problenatiques "€curies". trtl:ted at Fatehpur Sikri. 'Ihe great nosgue 
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La pi~t~ d'Akbar multip1ia A Fa­
tehpur Sikri 1es rronunents re1igieux et 
votifs. La grande IrO~ (Jama Masjid) , 
une des plus vastes de l' Inde (165x133 
xretres), pouvait accuei11ir environ 
10. 000 fid~les; e11e fut acheWe en 1571-
1572 et l' inscription ~dicatoire ne rre­
rite pas IrOins de respect que ce11e de 
La Mecx}ue. E11e abri te, au centre de 1a 
oour, 1e torcbeau de Shaikh Salim Chishti, 
extraordinaire chef d' ceuvre de ~oora­
tion scu1pt~, encore eni:Jelli sous 1e r~­
gne de Jahangir. Au sud de 1a cour, 1a 
Sub1iIte Porte (Buland Dazwaza), acheWe 
en 1575, COlluerrore 1es victoires (n~ 
rrent 1a prise du Gujarat en 1572) auxque1-
1es 1a ville, dont e11e est en scrcrce 1e 
IrOnunent symbolique, doi t san existence 
et son nan. 

L'ICCM:>S se rejouit des perspec­
ti ves ouvertes par 1a proposition d' ins­
cription de Fatehpur Sikri sur 1a Liste 
du PatrinDine M:mdial et juge cette pro­
position recevab1e au titre des criteres 
II, III et N. 
- critere II : 1a oonstruction de cette 
ville a exerce une influence certaine 
sur l' evolution de l' urbanisrre, not.aIment 
a Shahjahanabad (Old Delhi). 
- critere III : 1a ville apporte un terroi­
gnage exceptionnel sur 1a civilisation 
mogho1e a 1a fin du XVI eme siec1e. 
- critere N : e11e offre un exernp1e uni­
que d' ensercb1es archi tecturaux de tres ha~ 
te qualite batis entre 1571 et 1585. 

(Jama Masjid), one of the IrOst spacious 
of India (165xl33 neters) oould accx:moda­
te ca. 10,000 faithful; it was 0JnP1eted 
in 1571-1572 arx:l acoording to the dedica­
tory inscription . deserves no less respect 
than that of M3cca. It inoorporates, in 
the center of the oourt, the torcb of S1a:i.kh 
Salim Chisti, an extraordinary nasterpiece 
of sculpted deooration, further enDe11ished 
under the reign of Jahangir. '!b the south 
of the oourt, the Buland IaIwaza, cx:mp1eted 
in 1575, cnmenorating the victories (nane-
1y, the taking of Gujarat in 1572) to \ttlich 
the city, their nonurrental synbo1, owes 
its existence and its nane. 

ICDM.:S is pleased with the pers­
pecti ve opened by the pro:fX:>sa1 for the in-­
elusion of Fatehpur Sikri on the Vbr1d He­
ritage List and feels that this pro:fX:>sa1 
WJuld be acceptable based on criteria II, 
III and IV : 
- criterion II : the oonstruction of this 
city has exercised a definite influence 
on the evolution of tONIl nlaJ1I"1lllq,' '~ly 
at Shahjahanabad (Old Dehli) • 
- criterion III : the city bears an excep­
tional testinony to the M::>ghul civilization 
at the end of the 16th century. 
- criterion IV : it offers a unique exanp1e 
of architectural ensembles of very high 
quality oonstructed between 1571 and 1585. 

lbwever, ICX>M)S deerrs unaccepta­
b1e, in its present fOnTI, the inprecise and 
restrictive definition of the pro:fX:>sed si­
te by the Indian g::>venment. At Fatehpur 

'lbutefois, l' ICCMOS juge irrecevab1e, Sikri, which nay be defined as both an ar­
sous sa fome actuelle, 1a definition inr chaeo1ogica1 and a urban enserrb1e, it would 
precise et restrictive du site proposee par be derisory to oonsider only the protection 
1e gouvernem:mt irilien. Fatehpur Sikri, re- of a limited group of nonurrents. All of the 
pondant a 1a double definition d' un ensemble area intra-muros should be included and a 
arch€Ologique et d' un ensenb1e urbain, ,il wide area of protection defined around it. 
serai t derisoire de n' envisager que 1a pro­
tection d' un groupe restreint de nonunents. 
'!but 1e perinEtre intra-ITUJI'OS doi t etre. 
inscri t et une large zone de protection de­
finie aux alentours. 

M:>reover, ICX>!-OS is alarrred at 
the dangers with which the opening of quar­
ries threatens the site. Ia:>M)S has oonmmi­
cated in a letter of April 17, 1984 from its 
President,Miche1 ~arent, this ooncem to the 
Indian g::rvernnent. D' autrepart, l' ICCMOS s' est emu des 

nenaces que l' ouverture de carrieres fait 
peser sur 1e site et, par lettre de son pre- I())M)S feels that it would, 
sident M. Michel ~t en date du 17 avril thus, be preferable to differ the inclu-
1984, a fait part de san inquietude au gou- sionof Fatehpur Sikri while awaiting a sa-
vernerrent de l' Inde. tisfactDry demarcation and sufficient gua­

rantees of prese:rvation. 
Selon l' ICXM:>S, il conviendrai t done 

de differer l'inscription de Fatehpur Sikri 
dans l'attente d'une delimitation satisfai­
sante et de garanties suffisantes de oonser­
vation. 

lCOMOS, rnai 1984. 
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