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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose: Site de Palmyre 

Lieu: Province de Horns 

~~~ct ~artie: La Republique arabe 
.3yrienne 
Date: 30 juin 1978 

B) RECO~~NDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que Ie bien culturel propose soit 
inclu dans la liste du patrimoine 
mondial.au titre des criteres 1,2 
et 4 

"C) JUSTI~[CATION 

La valet...L" uni verselle exceptionnelle 
du site archeologique de Palmyre est 
en fait reconnue depuis longtemps: 
IU XVIIeme siecle, P. della Valle, 
Tavernier, Halifax en firent des 
descriptions enthousiastes. Au 
XVIIIeme siecle, Ie voyage de Dawkins 
et Wood en 1753, celui de Volney en 
1787 revelerent, par les publications 
auxquelles ils donnerent lieu, la 
splendeur des ruines de Palmyre et 
eurent par la une influence decisive 
sur l'evolution de l'architecture 
neo-classique et de l'urbanisme 
moderne. 

Riche cite carabaniere tour a tour 
independante et soumise a Rome entre 
44 avant J.C. et 272, Palmyre fut 
l'objet, aux IIeme et IIIeme siecles, 
d'ernbellissements grandioses. Longue 
de 1100 m, la grande colonnade du 
IIIeme siecle qui unit Ie temple de 
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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: Site of Palmyra 

Location: Governate of Horns 

State oarty: The Syrian Arab 
t -Republlc 

Date: June 30, 1978 

B) IC0r40S RECOMMENDATION 

That the nominated property be in­
cluded in the World Heritage List. 
as qualifying under criteria 1, 
2 and 4. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

The outstanding universal value of 
Palmyra has long been a recognized 
fact: in the 17th century, P. dell~ 
Valle, Tavernier and Halifax gave 
enthusiastic descriptions of it. 
In the 18th century, the voyage of 
Dawkins and Wood in 1753 and that 
of Volney in 1787 revealed, by the 
publications to which they gave 
rise, the splendor of the ruins of 
Palmyra, which exerted through 

"these means a decisive influence 
on the evolution of neo-classic 
"architecture and modern urbanizatior 

Wealthy caravan center, from 44 B.C. 
to 272 A.D., alternately independ­
ent from and under submission to 
the rule of Rome, Palmyra was the 
object, during the 2nd and 3rd cen­
turies, of vast embellishments. 
with a length of 1100 meters, the 
grand colonnade of the 3rd century, 
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Bel au soi-disant "camp de Dio­
cletien" constitue l'axe monumental 
de la ville, avec sa rue centrale 
ouverte flanquee de bas-cotes couv­
erts. Le principe du portique a 
colonnes se trouve deja dans les 
axes secondaires, perpendiculaires 
a la grande colonnade, et dont cert­
ains remontent au IIeme siecle. 

Palmyre n'offre pas seulement l'ex­
emple aCheve d'un complexe d'urban­
isme antique largement preserve, 
avec ses grands monuments publics, 
comme l'Agora, Ie Theatre, les temp­
les, aupres desquels se sont con­
serves des quartiers d'habitations et 
en plus grands centres artistiques 
du Moyen orient du Ier au IIIeme 
siecle. L'art palmyrenien, dont les 
grands musees du monde se disputent 
les productions (collections sign­
ificatives a Damas, Copenhaaue, Paris 
Washington etc.) combine dans un 
stylE' puissamment original les formes 
de l'art greco-romain avec deE elem­
ents autochtones et des influences 
iranienn0s. Au carrefour de plus­
iem::scivilisations, il a donne lieu 
a des cr~ations uniques, notam~ent 
dans Ie domaine de la sculpture 
funeraire. L'inscription du site de 
Palmyre sur la liste du Patrimoine 
mondial s'impose donc pour des 
raisons evidente~. Elle est une re­
alisation esthetique unique qui a 
exerce une influence importante sur 

- Ie developpement ulterieur de l'arch­
itecture. De plus, la grande col­
onnade de Palmyre est un exemple 
caracteristique d'un type de struct­
ure qui reprente un developpement 
majeur dans la domaine artistique. 

D) I'\!T'EGRITE, AUTHENTICITS E1' ::=1':\;' 
DE CONSERVATION 

La plupart des vestiges sont en 
bon etat de conservation. 

II est indispensable d'inclure dans 
la zone de protection les necropoles 
et les restes de l'aqueduc romain, 
situes en dehors de l'enceinte fort­
ifiee. 

which links the temple of Bel wi UI 
the so-called "Diocletian's Camp", 
constitutes the monumental axis of 
the city, with its open central 
street flanked by covered lateral 
passages. The principle of the 
cOlonnaded portico is already 
found in the secondary axes, which 
run perpendicular to the grand 
colonnade, and certain of these 
date back to the 2nd century. 

Palmyra offers the consumate 
exam~le of an antique urbanized 
complex, for the most part pro­
tected, with its large -public 
monuments, as the Agora, the Theater 
and the temples. Nearby these, 
the inhabited quarters are pre­
served and outside of the fortified 
enceinte are immense necropoles. 
The city was one of the largest 
artistic centers of the Middle 
East from the 1st through the 
3rd centuries. Palmyrian art, for 
which the great museums of the 
world now vie (important collect­
ions are found in Damascus, Copen­
hagen, Paris, Kashington, etc.) 
unites the forms of greco-roman art 
with indioenous elements and iran­
ian influences in a strongly 
original style. 

Crossroads o~ several civilisations, 
here unique creations have come 
into existence, notably in the 
domain of fQ~erary sculpture. 

The reasons for the inclusion of 
si te of Palmyra in the \'Jorld Heri­
tage List are evident, namely that 
it is a unique aesthetic achievement 
which has exerted a considerable 
influence on the posterior develop­
ment of architectural style. 
Further, the grand colonnade con­
stitutes a characteristic example 
of a type of structure which re­
presents a major artistic develop­
ment. 

D) I~TEGRITY, AUTHENTICITY, STATE 
OF PRESERVATION 

The majority of the vestiges of 
Palmyra are well preserved. 
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It is essential that tho necro­
poles and what remains of the 
Roman aquaduct, situated out­
side of the fortified enceinte 
be included in the protected 
zone. 

SECRETARIAT ICOMOS 
PARIS, ~~I/~~Y 1980 

General vi ew 


