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LISl'E DU PATRJM)JNE r-mDIAL 

A) IDENTIFICATIOO 

Bien propose : Monastere de Rila 

Lieu : Region de Kjustendil 

Etat partie : Bulgarie 

Date : 29 Avril 1982 

B) RErX:lv1MANDATION DE L' ICCM)S 

I 

i Que 1 'inscription du bien cul turel 

I 
prop?se sur la liste du Patrimoine 
!·bn.dlal soit differee. 

I 
I 
i 
I 
! 

WJRLD HERITAGE LIST N° 216 ----

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination : Rila Monastery 

Location : Kjustendil Region 

State par!Y : Bulgaria 

Date: April 29, 1982 

B) ICCM)S RECa.1MENDATION 

~ba~ tile inscription of the proposed 
cultural property on the \Jor ld heritage 
List be deferred. 

1----------------------------------------------------
C) JUSTIFICATION 

Les Vies -tardi ves et largement le­
gendaires- de l'ermite Jean de Rila 
(Ivan Rilski) rapportent qu' il se re­
fugia dans une grotte de ce massif mon­
tagneux, au bard de la Rilskareka, 
pour y rrener une Vie ererni tique. Une 
petite communaute se serait formee 
autour de l' anachorete, qui mJurut en 
946. Les miracles accanplis sur la 
tambe d'Ivan Rilski determinerent la 
renarrnee du rronastere, mais celle-ci 
fut longue as' affirrrer. Les reliques 
d'ailleurs furent transferees a Sofia, 
Esztergorn, a nouveau Sofia, puis Tar­
noVO avant de faire retour a Rila en 
1469. C'est au XVIIIe et surtout au 
XIXe siecle que Rila -ou s'etaient 
maintenues intactes la vieille li turgie 
bulgare et les traditions nationales­
devient un foyer religieux, intellec­
tuel et artistique tres actif. La 
reconstruction du rronastere, ravage 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

The Lives -late and mainly legendary­
of the henni t, Ivan Rilski report that 
he took refuge in a cave of this group 
of rrountains on the banks of the Rilska­
reka in order to lead a solitary life. 
A small conmunity grew up around this 
anchorite, who died in 946. The miracles 
which occured at the tomb of Ivan Rilski 
detennined the fane of the rronastery, but 
this was long in establishing itself. His 
relics, rroreover, were transferred to 
Sofia, then to Esztergorn, back again to 
Sofia, then to Tarnovo before returning 
to Rila in 1469. It was in the 18th and 
especially in the 19th century that Rila­
where the old Bulgarian liturgy and the 
national traditions were maintained 
intact- becane a very active religious, 
intellectual and artistic center. The 
reconstruction of the mJnastery, ravaged 
by fire in 1833, is one of the essential 
manifestations of the "Bulgarian Renais-
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par un incendie en 1833, est 11 une des 
rranifestations essentielles de la "Re­
naissance Bulgare", dont les premiers 
sympt6mes s'etaient manifestes a Rila 
avec la publication, en 1762 de l'His­
toire des Slaves bulqares du moine--
Paisij. r 

Des mon\.UT€Ilts anterieurs a la recons­
truction de 1834-1962, seule subsiste 
la tour de Hrelu, conservee par les 
restaurateurs qui n I hesi terent pourtant 
pas a abattre (1834) l'eglise adjacente 
edifiee par ce sebastocrate en 1343. 

Rila doit son aspect actuel aux embel­
lissements du XIXe siecle. Le monastere, 
en forme de guadrilatere irregulier, 
offre un contraste saisissant entre son 
apparence exterieure, rude camme celle 
d'une forteresse, et le riche decor 
d'arcatures de l'espace interieur, 
con~u a la maniere d I un cortile. Au rni­
lieu de la cour, l'eglise de l'Assamption 
(1834-1860) qlinspire oes constructions 
du Mont Athos dans sa structure ainsi 
que dans sa decoration peinte et sculp­
tee. Dans l'aile sud, le musee (1962) 
remplace un b§.tirrent ancien epargne par 
l'incendie de 1833 et par les restaura­
teurs du XIXe siecle. 

L I lCOMJS estirre que le monastere de 
Rila, presque entierement reconstruit 
a l'epoque conternporaine, ne repond 
plus au critere d'authenticite. 

sance", of VJhich the first indications 
came into evidence at Rila with the 
publication, in 1762, of The History 
of the Bulgarian Slavs, by the monk 
Paisij. 

Of the monuments which predate the 
reconstruction of 1834-1962, only the 
tower of Hrelu was preserved by the res­
torers who, hCMever, did not hesitate 
to demolish the adjacent church (1834) 
which was built by this Sebastocrat 
in 1343. 

Rila owes its present appearance to 
embellishments of the 19th century . The 
monastery, in the fonn of an irregular 
quadrilateral, presents a startling 
contrast between its exterior appearance, 
rugged as that of a fortress, and the 
rich decor of the arcades of its inte­
rior area, conceived as a cortile. In 
the center of the court, the church 
of the Assumption (1834-1860) is inspil:ed 
'Dy me constructions of Mount Athos in 
its structure, as well as its painted 
and sculpted decoration. In the south 
wing of the monastery, the museum (1962) 
replaces an older building spared by 
the fire of 1833 and by the restorers 
of the 19th century. 

ICOMJS is of the opinion that Rila 
l'-~:mastery, nearly entirely reconstruc­
ted during the conterTIfOrary period, 
does not answer the criterion of 
authenticity. 

lCOMJS, Juin 1983. 
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A) IDENTIFICA.TION 

Bien prop?se : Monastere de Rila 

Li~ : Region de Kjustendil 

Etat partie : Bulgarie 

! Date : 29 Avril 1982 

, B) RECOMMANDATION DE L' ICOMOS 

Que Ie bien cul mrel propose soi t 
inclus a la Liste du Patrirroine 
rVlOndial. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Les Vies -tardi ves e't largement le­
gEndaires- de l'ermite Jean de Rila 
(Ivan Rilski) rapportent qu' il se re­
fugia dans une grotte de ce massif mon­
tagneux, au bord de la Rilskareka, 
pour y mener une vie er§mi tique. Une 
petite corrmunaute se serait forrree 
autour de l' anachorete, qui rrourut en 
946. Les miracles accorrplis sur la 
tcmbe d'Ivan Rilski determine rent la 
renOTlll't'l§e du rronastere, mais celle-ci 
fut longue as' affinner. Les reliques 
d'ailleurs furent transferees a Sofia, 
E~;ztergom, a nouveau Sofia, puis Tar­
novo avant de faire retour a Rila en 
1469. Crest au XVIlle et surtout au 
XIXe siecle que Rila -ou s'etaient 
llElintenues intactes la vieille li turgie 
bulgare et les traditions nationales­
devient un foyer religieux, intellec­
tuel et artistique tres actif. La 
reconstruction du rronastere, ravage 
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A) IDENI'IFlCATION 

Nomination : Rila Monastery 

Location : Kjustendil Region 

State party : Bulgaria 

Date: April 29, 1982 

B) ICCMOS REC(X'.1MENDATION 

mat the proposed cultural property 
be included in the World Heritage 
List. 

C) JUSI'IFlCATION 

The Lives -late and mainly legendary­
of the henni t, Ivan Rilski report that 
he took refuge in a cave of this group 
of rrountains on the banks of the Rilska­
reka in order to lead a solitary life. 
A small cornrrruni ty grew up around this 
anchorite, who died in 946. The miracles 
which occured at t..~e tomb of Ivan Rilski 
determined the fame of the rronastery, but: 
this was long in establishing itself. His 
relics I rroreover, were transferred to 
Sofia, then to Esztergom, back again to 
Sofia, then to Tarnovo before returning 
to Rila in 1469. It was in the 18th and 
especially in the 19th century that Rila­
where the old Bulgarian liturgy and the 
national traditions were maintained 
intact-- became a very active religious, 
intellectual and artistic center. The 
reconstruction of the rronastery, ravaged 
by fire in '1833, is one of the essential 
llElDifestations of the "Bulgarian Renais-
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par un incendie en 1833, est l'une des 
manifestations essentielles de la "Re­
naissance Bulgare ll

, dont les pre-niers 
S~?t6mes s'etaient manifestes a Rila 
avec la publication, en 1762 de l'His­
toire des Slaves bulgares du moine--
Pai:sij. . 

Des m::murrents anterieurs a la recons­
truction de 1834-1962, seule subsiste 
latour de Hrelu, conservee par les 
restaurateurs qui n 'hesiterent pourtant 
pas a abattre (1834) l'eglise adjacente 
edifiee par ce sebastocrate en 1343. 

Rila doit son aspect actuel aux embel­
lissements du XIXe siecle. Le monastere, 
en forme de quadrilatere irregulier, 
offre un contraste saisissant entre son 
apparence exterieure, rude comme celIe 
d'une forteresse, et Ie riche decor 
d'arcatures de l'espace interieur, 
conc;u a la maniere d' un ~ortile. Au mi­
lieu de la cour, l'eglise de l'Assomption 
(1834-1860) ~Jinspire cies constructions 
du Mont Athos dans sa structure ainsi 
que dans sa decoration peinte et sculp­
tee. Dans l'aile sud, Ie musee (1962) 
remplace un b~tirrent ancien epargne par 
l'incendie de 1833 et par les restaura­
teurs du XIXe siecle. 

I. I Ica·lOS recoramande l' inscription sur 
la IJ.ste du Patriri'oine I"Jondial du Monas­
teI13 de Rila, sy.mb61e de la P.enaissance 
bu19are du XIXe siecle, au titre du cri­
terl3 VI. 

sance", of which the first indications 
came into evidence atRila with the 
publication, in 1762, of The History 
of the Bulgarian Slavs, by the nonk 
Paisij. 

Of the monuments which predate the 
reconstruction of 1834-1962, only the 
tower of Hrelu was preserved by the res­
torers who, hCMTever, did not hesitate 
to demolish the adjacent church (1834) 
which was built by this Sebastocrat 
in 1343. 

Rila awes its present appearance to 
embellishments of the 19th century . The 
monastery, in the form of an irregular 
quadrilateral, presents a startling 
contrast between its exterior appearance, 
rugged as that of a fortress, and the 
rich decor of the arcades of its inte­
rior area , conceived as a cortile. In 
the center of the court, the church 
of the Assumption (1834-1860) is inspired 
by the constructions of Mount Athos in 
its structure,as well as its painted 
and sculpted decoration. In the south 
wing of the monastery, the museum (1962) 
replaces an older building spared by 
the fire of 1833 and by the restorers 
of the 19th century. 

ICOlflGlS recol"lTLends the inclusion in 
the 1;vor Id I-Ieri tage List of Rila l'lonas-­
ter:(' S¥itlbo~ of the 19th cenb.lD.l Bul­
garlan .>:,enalssance, on the basis of 
criterion VI. 

ICOMOS, Paris, Septerribre 1983 
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