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A) IDENTIFlCATION 

Bien propose: Site historIque d'EtaL 
des CahokIa M::n.mds 

L1eu : Etat de l'lilinois 

Date : 31 Decembre 1981 

B) RECOMMANDATIOO DE L I ICOM)S 

Que Ie bien cuI turel p:cop:::>se soi t 
inseri t sur la Liste du Patruroine 
M:mdial. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

I.e Sl te archeologlque de Cahokia I a 
une quinzalne de kilometres au nord de 
SalDt-LoUlS (MiSSOurl) serl de referen­
ce pour 1 i etude des cIvilisdnons p:ce­
coiornblennes de la regIon du MlSSiSSlPl 
de 900 a 1600 enVl1:"On, 

Dans la vas te zone de pla..ines e t de 
plateaux corrprise entre IYEnpllls et la 
regIon de I! "Arren.can Bott-om" I lloccu­
pation du sol et Ie peuplerrent ont connu; 
au COutS de Ie dermere phase de la pre.­
histoue, i..ll1 developpe:rrent original, 
earacter1Se a la f01S par .les progres de 
11 agricul ture et par un syst.erre socl.al 
qill favonsait. les concenLraL.ons urbal-
res, 

Aucun s~te canternporaln - f1.EIIe eeux 
de MJundv.l He (Alabama) e t. d I Ocmulgee 
(GeorgIe) - ne presente deIIel11eures 
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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nominatlon CahokIa M:lunds State Historic 
Site 

LoCatIon : State of Ililnols 

?'0t.e Ea,rty : Unlt-ed St.a.tes of Arrenea 

Date: 1Ecerrber 31, 1981 

Bj ICOIDS RECOMMENDATION 

That the pro[.X:!sed cui tmai property be 
Inscribed on the World Hentage List. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

The armaeologlcal Sl tE of Cahokia, 
Sl tua ted 15 kIm to the riO r th v£ S L loUIS! 
\Mis50ur i j serves as a J?OHlt 8£ refe.ren- : 
ce fot' the study of PtBCO.l0rrtnan c.lvill- : 
zallons In the area of the MlSSl.SS1P1 ! 

I 

from approxlffi:t.t.ely 900 to 1600 l' 
Wi.Lhin the vast zone of plauls and pIa 

teaus whIm lies between ~rplHs and the : 
regl(}t1 of the Arre.ucan Bottom, t.he occu- i 
patlon uf the land and r.he FOpulauon de-I 
velopm:=nt underwerlt an ,?uglflal evolutIon I 
dunng the last filase 01 prehlS tory f cha­
ractELi.zed at once by agrl.cul t..Jral advan-I 

d · . ch- d l 
CE;S an by a. social system Whl~' :taVOle i 
urban concentraLl.0ft, I 

For a study of these as t_on lsh1.ng pre­
urban setUerrents. no .:Jt_her C()I1terrp::I1:-ary 
S1 te -- even t.hose of M.)dndvllle:Alaba- i 

rna} and of Ocmulgee lCeOt'gld) -- serves 
, caractensuques que Cahokia p::>ur 11 e­

tude de ces etonnants habJ tats preurbalns 
dans une aire de 1619 hee ldres lIes an-

as a ITD!:e characterlstlC example than 
CahokIa. Wl t.hin an area of 1,619 hectaJ:es, 
anthrapolaglsts ha\7€ estunated a sedenta-

r---- .. 



thropologoos ont est:.iIne a 10.000 habitants 
en rroyerme une population sedentaire dent 
les fouilles ont reve1e l' organisation so­
clale et p:rofessionnelle f .Ie node de vie f 
les ri res funeraires 0 

I.e site est delimite par une serie de 
levees de terre assez corrparables aux en­
eel-nres des oppida protohiston.Cfues euI'e­
peens, A 1 I interieur de ce tte Clrconvalla­
tion, l'espa.ce est rationnellerrent reparti 
entre les zones d'habitat, les zones d'ac­
tlvite sp§cialisee ~on a retrouve des ate­
liers pour la confection Cles colliers} et 
des places publiqtes et cerenom.elles.o 
De petl ts jardins etaient attaches a chacr...e 
unite d'habitation, mais 1 'espace cultive 
se troUva.Lt essentiellerrent a llexterieur 
de la clrconvallation, ou l' on a repere we 
serie de petits villages satellites et., en­
core plus loin, des exploitations agricoles 
lsolees, 
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L' archltecture de Cahokia est fondee sur 
l'enplOl. exclusif de deux rnateriaux : la 
terre et Ie bois, les fo:rrres omnipresentes 
-on en a releve plus de 120- sont celles des 
"nounds" I qui jouent tanWt Ie role de nottes 
-struct.ures defensives OU soc les destines a 
des constructions pa.rhculiere:rrent i1tq?Ortan­
tes- et tantOt celui de t:umu.ll a vocat.ion 
f~ra1re. Les habitahons sont constituees 
de poreaux eu de palissades de boUL ~es pa­
lissades de bois pouvaient egalenent s6rv~r 
d'enclos defe:nsif et. aU XlIe sl.ecle, tOUte 
la port:lon centrale du Slte, inci~t IIM:Jnks 
Mound" aa plus inporta.nte :rmtt.e j puisqu'e11e 
rresure 304 x 213 metres a la ba::>€ et attei­
gnai t 30 metJ:es d! al ti tude) 1 a ete ent:ouree 
d I une telle palissade, qui affecte la for-rre 
d' une enceinte bastionnee 0 Les resul tats des 
fouilles suggerent l'existence d!un urdre 
social tres hierarchise, avec une "vl.lle 
interie1.lre" ou se trouveraient; les cenlres 
du fXJtlVoir. La palissade repn?sEntaH: aussi 
la derruere defense en cas de SIege, 

L'ICCM)S recorrrnande l'ins'cript":on du site 
c1e Cahokia sur la Liste du Patr,irrnine Mondi,al 
au hue des criteres III et IVc Ce site of­
fre Ie terroignage 1e plus corrplet sur les 
ci.vilisauons precolanbiennes dans la zone 
du MisslssipL En outre I il est un exerrple 
ancien et eminent de structure prel.l..rbaine et 
pe:met l' etude d r un type d I o:rgani sa lion so­
ciale sur lequel les sources ec.Cltes sont 
muet.tes> 

ry poplllauoo of an average of 10 ,000 inhabi­
tan ts whose social and professional organiza­
tion, life style and funerary rites have :been 
brought to light by a series of excavations. 

The limits of the site are defined by a 
nurrber of earthwo:r:k levees corrparable to the 
enceinte of the p-rotohlstoric European 92J?idao 
With.ln thl.S circumvallation, spac:e is rational­
ly distributed bebveen living quarters, zones 
of sJ?8ci.alized activitd.es (ateliers which na­
nufactured neck laces have been found) and pu­
blic cererronial areas, 

Srrall gardens were attached to each living 
uni t f but the cultivated lands VJere essential­
ly found outside the cicuIlrvallation, where a 
series of srrall satellite villages were loca­
ted and, further still, isolated centers of 
agdcul tural exploi tatiOD 0 

The a.rchitecture of Cahokia lS based on the 
exclUSTV'e use of two naterlals : earth and 
wood., The orrni.present forrrs -- nor-e than 12.0. 
have been noted -- are those of rrounds f wh, 1 

either served as rrottes -- defensive structues 
or foundati.ons destined for particularly inpor­
tant oonstructions -- or as funerary tumuli 0 

'Ihe dwellings consisted of pJsts or of wooden 
palisades" '!he wooden palisades could serve 
equall y as well as defensive enclosures 0 In 
the 12t.h century i the entire central sector of 
the SHe, including M::mks r-bund (the largest 
nound, WhICh rreasures 304 x 213 m, at the base 
and attained a height of 30 m.c) f had been en­
clrc1ed by such a palisade. Which took the form 
of a bastioned enceinte Excavation :results 
suggest the existence of a markedly hierarchi­
cal social structure f .inoorporating an "inte­
rior city" where the center of po.rer was los::ai' 
t.ed~ 'Ihe palisade also repl.'"esented a Jast :ch 
defensive ITBdSUre in the event of a selge.~ 

ICOIDS recoItltBnds the inscrlption of th,..-
Sl te of Cahokia on the World Heritage Lis t 
based on c.nteria In and IVo 1he site is the 
mos t cortplehensl ve affirmation of the Precolorn­
bian ci vi lizations in the Mississi.plreglon., 
Further, it: is an early and eminent exa:rrple 
of pre-urban structuri.ng~ which provides an 
opportunl ty to BLUdy a t~lpe of social organi­
zation, on whIch written sources are silent. 

ICOMOS, ParlS; Mal 1982 



I, 

and Fox (a platform mound) are in the middJ{' ;., ;: . •. r" , ill the 
background. Since this photo, the brown arf:8S bDve been planted 
to protect against erosion. (Cahokia Mounds Museum Sodety) 
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mounds. TI1ere the dead were prepared in the temple atop the 
truncated pyramid for burial in the adjoining conical mound. 
Homes of poles thatched ~ith grass were within and beyond the 
palisade. (National Geographic Society). 


