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LISTE DU PATRIMJINE IDNDIAL 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose : Tipasa 

L.leu : Wilaya de Blida, Daira de Hadjout, 
Conmme de Tipasa 

Eta t p.:g:t;ie : Algerie 

Date : 30 Decerrb:re 1981 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L' ICOM::>S 

Que Ie bien cul turel propose soi t 
inscri t sur la Liste du Patrirroine 
M:mdial. 

C, JUSTIF!CATICN 

WORLD HERITASE LIST N° 193 ----

A) IDENTIFICATION 

~amination : Tipasa 

location: Wilaya of Blida, Daira of Had
jout, Tipasa cammune 

state party : Algeria 

Date : DecertiJer 30, 1981 

B) ICOms RECOMMENDATION 

'Ihat the proposed cultural property be 
inscribed on the World Heritage List. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Sttr la cOte m§diterraneenne, a 70 kms The site of Tipasa, located on the M8-
a l' ouest d I Alger, Ie site de Tipasa re- di terranean coast 70krrs to the west of 
groupe l' mdes plus extraordinalres cam- Algiers i regr:oops.one. of .the rrost extra
plexes archeologiques du Maghreb, et peut ordinary archaeological. cartple:xes of the 
et:ce 1e plus significatif pour 11 etude Maghreb,' "and rerhaps the one which is 
des contacts entre les civilisations in-' rrost significant to the study of the con
digenes et les differentes vagues de co- . tacts between the indigenous civilizations 
Ionisation du VIe siecle AV.J.C. au VIe and the various waves of colonization 
slecle Ap.J .C. from the 6th century b.c. to the 6th cen-

Cette ville cOtiere a d'abord ete un tury a,d. 
comptoir carthaginois, dent la necro:pole This coas tal city was first a Carthagi-
est l'una des plus anciennes et des plus· nian trading centre, whose necropolis is 
etendues du rronde punique (VIe-lIe siecls one of the oldest and one of the rrost 
Av.J .C.). Puis elle a ete conquise par extensive of the punic world (6th-2m 
les ramains qui en firent 1.me Mte de century b, c,). 'Ihen it was conquered by 
pont pour la con~te des royaurres maure-, the:Romans who used it as a spearhead 
taruens. La plus ancienne installation ! from which' to conquer the Mauritanian 
rom:une setrouve au centre de la cite f ' kingdoms < '!he oldest Raman settlerrent is 
sur un es~nt naturel defendu par located in the centre of the city on a 
la falaise et :par \me enceinte rudirren- steep slope protected by cliffs and by 
talre. En 147, a I' occasion de la guerre a rudirrentary enceinte. In 147, at the 
entrepn.se par Antonin Ie Pieux contre ti:rre of the war undertaken by Antoninus 
les Maures, cette implantation rrodeste Pius against the Mauritanians, this 
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fut englobee dans une glgantesque rnurail
Ie de 2300 m de long. Cette circonvalla
tlon I flanquee de tours de plan carre et 
circulaire, camprend trois Partes princi
pales dont c1eux sont preced§es d I ouvra
ges fortifies en forme de ~-lune, 
cornparables a ceux que lion rencontre en 
Gaule et en Gerrranie. A 11 interieur de 
cette enceinte, se rencont~t des edifi
ces rrajeurs apparcenant au novau primi
tif de la cite ou a ses nouveaux quartl
ers: 1e Forum, la Curle, Ie Capltcde, 
c1eux terrples I un a:molu theatre I un nym
phee, un theatre f des the!."l't€5. Ces eta
bhssements publics, dont les ruines 
sont saisissantes, subSistent au milieu 
d'un reseau serre de rnalsons orlvees or
nees de -peintures et de rrosal.ques f 0. I en
trepjts de comrerce, d I etablisserrents 
industriels des lIe et IIIe sl8cleso 

Tipasa, christianisee au debut du IIIe 
siecle, devenue Ie siege d'un eveche, 
conserve egalement de nombreux edifices 
du cul te chretien: une i.rrTrense basilique 
a sept nefs du IVe siecle dont la net 
centrale devait etre subdi visee par la 
sui te, un baptistere de plan clrculaire 
furent implantes intra muros, a 1 i ocei -
dent, sur la colline du Ras Knissia. Au 
deia de 11 enceinte, une vaste necropole 
chretienne s I etendl t autour de la chapel
Ie funeraire que 11 eveque Alexandre f1. t 
construire pour y deposer les corps de 
ses predecesseursc 

A l'oppose, du cote de l'Onent, se 
rencontrent la basilique des Saints-Pierre 
et-Paul et, sur la eolhne de Salnte-Sal
sa, la tarrbe et l'eglise de cette martyre, 
lieu de pele rinage autcrar duqu.el de deve
loppa une autre necropole. 

L I invasion vandale des arIDees 430 ne 
mi t pas un terrre definitlf a la prq; peri
te de Tipasa mais la ville, reconquise 
par les Byzantins en 534 nl ailai t cesser 
de dec liner des Ie VIe sieele. 

Aujourd'hui, lilltplantation d'uncarrple .... 
xe tourlstique a proximL tei:rTrnediate du 
si te (1968-73) a rendu aux ruines une vie 
nouvelle. Mais cette occupation du terrain 
a contribue a amenuiser les reseL~s ar
cheologiques et en partictilier les necro
poles I msuffisamrent fouillees. 

En appuyant la denande d t l.DSc:l'lption 
de Tipasa sur laListe du Pa trmoine fun
dial au titre des crl te.res III et IV I 
I! IooIDS formule deux r'eco1t1lrandations: 

rrodest irrplantation was enclosed by a 
gigantic wall, 2,300 m. in length. 'Illis 
ra:rrpart, which ,is. flanked by square and 
Circular t.aNe:.cs r includes three main 
ports of which two are preceded by semi
circular fortifications carrparable to 
those found' .in' Gaul and in Genrania. 
WHhinthis encelnte, are important buil
dings' situated in the original core of 
the . city and' in its new quarters: the 
Forum,the Curia, the Capitelium, two tear 
pIes I an arrphitheatre, a nynphaeum, a 
theatre and baths. 'Ille irrpressi ve ruins 
of ci.vic buildings are set in the centre 
of a tight. network of private houses, 
decorated W'l. th paintings and nosaics, 
carrnercial warehouses and industrial es
tablishIrents of the 2nd and 3rd centuries. 

Tipasa, which was christianized at the 
beg1nning of the 3rd century and subse
quently becaxre a bishopric, includes as 
well nurrerous buildings of the Christian 
cul t : an imrense. seven~naved basilica 
of the 4th century whose central nave 

was sillxli vised thereafter and a. baptistry, 
based on a circular.plan, were placed 

.' intra. muros to the west on the hill of 
Ras Knissia. Beyond the enceinte, a vast 
christian necropolis spreads out around 
a £IID:::u:-ary chapel which the bishop Ale
xander constructed as a resting place 
for his predecessors. 

Across f to the east, are located the 
basilica of Saint Peter and Saint Paul 
and, on the hill" of SaUlt Salsa, the tomb 
and ·,the church dedicated to this rrartyr, 
which becarre the object of a pilgrima.ge 
ar-ound whlch another necropolis developed. 

'Ihe vandal invasion of the 430 I s elld not
ma:rk the definitive end of Tipasa I s pros
peri.ty f but, the c1 ty, which was recon
quered by the Byzantines in 534, fell ~nto 
a decline in the 6th century fram which it 
never recovered. ' 

Today I the developrrent of a tourist c0m

plex wi thin the imnecli.ate proxirni ty of the 
site (1968-1973) has brought a new life to 
the ruins. But f this land exploitation has 
contributed to a reduction of the archaeo
logical reserves, in particular the necro
poles, which have not been sufficiently 
exca:va ted. 

Although I:COIDS sU};:ports the reqrest for 
the inscription of Tipasa on the World 
He:dtage Li.st on the basis of eriteria III 
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1) quel'irrplantation des arrenagerrents 
touristiques SOl t severerrent conuolee 
par Ie Gouvemerrent algerien, 

2) que Ie Grand Mauselee Re>yal Mau.retani
en connu sous 1.e nam de Kbor er Rou
mia (Tambeau de la Chretienne ) et 
situe a peu de distance de Tipasa soit 
campris dans 'la nomination. 

and LVi l t VJC)uld offer two recamrenda
tions : 
1) that the inplantatlon of tourist 

fac.ilities be strictly controlled 
by tl1e AI gerian governrrent, 

2 ,that the large royal Mauritanian 
l'l'IaUSOleuffi,known .as Kbor er Roumia 
rUte torrb oftbe Cllristian) which 
1S si .. tuated only. a short distance 
f'.romTipasa, be included in the 
norm.na Lion. 

lCOMJS, Pa.ris; Ma.1 1982 
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