
ICOMOS 

I N T ERN A T ION ALe 0 U N elL 0 N M 0 N U MEN T SAN D ~ r T E S 
CON S ElL I N T ERN A T ION A L DES M 0 N U MEN T SET DES SIT E S 

leo M 0 S 7 5 RUE D U TEMPLE 7 5 0 0 3 PAR I S TEL: 2 7 71 3 5 7 6 

LIS'IE DU PATRIMJINE M:liIDIAL 

A) IDENTIFlCATICN 

Bien propose : D]erm.la 

Lieu: Wilaya de Setif, DaIra dlEl elllIm, 
Corrmune de Dj erm.la 

Eta t partie : Algerie 

Date : 28 decernbre 1981 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L I ICOMJS 

Que Ie bien culturel propose seit 
inscri t sur la Liste du Patrirroine 
M:mdial. 

C) JUSTIFICATICN 

Sur l'emplacernent actuel de Dj~la, 
la celenie romaine de Cuicul fut proba
blerrent fendee seus Ie bref regne de 
Nerva (96-98). 

La Ville primitive, dont Ie nem est 
d I eriglYle berbere, eccupe un site de fen
sif remarquable, un eperon rocheux nerd
sud qm s I etire, a 900 m d' al ti tude, en
tre l' eued Guergeur et l' eued Beta:rre, 
deux torrents rrontagnards. 

Le schema classiqre de l' urbanisrre re
main s' est plie aux contraintes du site 
aux deux extremires du cardo rnaximus , 
§pine dorsale de la cite, deux portes; 
au centre, Ie Ferum, place fennee de 48 
x 44 m entouree de batirnents essentiels 
de la vie publique : Ie Capi tole, au 
nord; la Curie, a 1 'est; une basilique 
Civile, la Basilica Julia, a l'euest. Ce 
quartier central, eu se treuvent egale
rrent Ie 'I'errple de Venus Gen1trix et Ie 
Mace llum , avait vu se multmpl1er, au 
ceurs du lIe slecle, les derneures ar1Sto-
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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Ndmirtatlen : DJeIDlla 

Locatien : Wilaya ef Setif, Daira ef El 
eulrPa, Djemila conmune 

State !?eny : Algeria 

Date : December 28, 1981 

B; ICOMJS RECOMMENDATICN 

'Ihat the ProfOsed cultural property 
be 1nscribed on the Werld Heritage List. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

The Roman colony ef Cuicul was probabl1 
founded on the present site ef Djernila, 
during the bnef reign ef Nerva (96-98 
a.d.). 

'Ihe early Cl ty 1 whese narre is ef Berbel 
erigin j occup1es a remarkable defensive 
POS1 tien on a rocky spur which spreads 
at an al tl tude of 900 m, between two. 
rrountain torrents I the wadi Guergeur and 
the wadi Be tarre • 

'Ihe class1c fermula of Roman urban 
planmng has been adapted to the physica 
censtraints ef the Slte: at beth ends ef 
the cardo maxlmus I the backbone of the 
Cl ty I are two gates; in the centre, is 
the Forum, a clesed-ill square (48m x 44m 
surrounded by buildlngs essential to the 
functioning of ci VlC life; the Capi to
llum lles to. the north; the Curia, to thE 
east; a civil basil1ca, the Basilica 
Julia, to the west, Aristocratic dwellln< s 
set with nch rrosaics from which they 
took the1r narres t the Houses of Arrphi tri 



- 2 -
N<l191 

cratlques ornees de riches mosaiques qui 
leur ont donne leur nom (maisons d'Amphitrite 
d'Europe, etc ... ). 

Mais la ville ne pouvai t prosp§rer dans le 
cadre etroit de ce site defensif entoure de 
murallles. Des le mllieu du lIe siecle, on a 
asslste a son expanslon en dlrection du sud, 
ou se fonde un quartier neuf auquel ne font 
defaut ni les habitations privees, ni les 
edifices publics: l'arc de Caracalla (216); 
le temple de la Gens Septimia (229), en bor
dure de la place des Severes, sorte de nou
veau Forum; un theatre deja termine sous 
Antonm Ie Pieux et, plus lOin, des thermes 
eleves sous Ie regne qe Commode. Parmi les 
ediflces de l'epoque classique, il faut en
core signaler la basillca vestiaria, pour le 
commerce des etoffes, et une petite fontaine, 
repllque reduite de la Meta Sudans de Rome. 

Le quartier meridlonal est egalement celui 
ou Ie christianisme s':implanta tres tot (des 
255, l'eveque Pudentianus de Cuicul est con
nu). On a retrouve les restes du groupe epis
copal : deux basiliques, un baptistere, une 
chapelle et plusleurs maisons, residences de 
l'eveque et des pretres. 

Les Vandales ne s'etablirent a Djemila que 
pour peu de terrps : la ville fut reprise par 
les By~antins en 553. Le site, abandonne, 
n'a et~ fouille quia partlr de 1909. C'est 
l'un des plus beaux ensembles de ruines ro
maines du monde. 

L' lCOM)S recomnande son inscription sur la 
Liste du Patrimoine Mondlal au titre des cri
teres III et N. 

te, of Europa, etc .•• ), multiplied during 
the course of the 2nd century in this cen
tral quarter, where the Teuple of Venus 
Genitrix and the Macellum are also located. 

But, the city was unable to prosper in 
thlS cra~ defensive situation, hemmed ln 
by walls. From the mid-2nd century, an expan~ 
sion to the south took place, where a new 
quarter, rich in both public buildings and 
prlvate dwellings, was established: the 
Arch of Caracalla (216 a.d.); the Temple of 
the family of Severus, a type of new Forum; 
a theatre already completed under Antoninus 
Pius, and, further along, baths constructed 
under the reign of Carnmodus. Among the buil
dings of the classical period the basilica 
vestlaria, housing the fabric trade, and a 
fountain, a small scale replica of the Meta 
Sudans in Rome, should be noted. 

In the southern quarter, Christianity was 
implanted at an early date (the bishop Puden
tianus of Cuicul is noted from 255). The J 

mains of a group of episcopal buildings have 
been located there : two basilicas, a baptis
try, a chapel and several houses, which are 
resldences of the bishop and of the priests. 

The Vandals settled in Djemila for only a 
short time; the city was retaken by the By
zantines ln 553. Excavations did not begin 
on the abandoned site, which is one of the 
war Id 's most beautiful Ranan ruins, until 
1909. 

ICOMOS recommends its inscription on the 
WOrld Heritage L1St on the basis of criterla 
III and N . 

lCOM)S, Paris, Mai 1982 
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