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LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propos~: cathedrale et Eglise 
Saint-Hichel d' Hildes
heim 

Lieu: Land de Basse-Saxe 

Eta t partie: Republique Federale 
d ' A1le:nagne 

Date: 28 deceffibre 1984 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que Ie bien cuI turel propose soi t inscri 
sur la Liste du Patrim::>ine Mondial au 
titre des criteres I, II et III. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Ces deux rronurrents ins ignes , inseparable 
l'un de l'autre et topographiquarent 

- proches, offrent un tanoignage exception 
nel sur l'art religieux du Saint-Empire 
a l'epoque r6rnane. 

L'ancienne abbatiale benedictine de Sa in 
Michel, batie de 1010 a 1022 par Bern
ward, Weque de Hildesheim, est un des 
rronuments-cle de l' art medieval. De plan 
basilical, a absides opposees, 11 eglise 
se caracterise par sa conception syme
trique : les choeurs est et ouest sont 
precedes chacun d 'un transept faisant 
largarent saillie sur les bas-cOtes: une 
EHegante tourelle circulaire se dresse 
dans l'axe du pignon de chaque croisil~ 
lon, contrastant avec la silhouette des 
massives tours-lanternes etablies a la 
croisee. Dans la nef, la presence de 
piliers carres a imposte et de colonnes 
a chapi teaux cubiques al ternant selon 
un rythme oouveau cree un type d' eleva-
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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: Cathedral and St-:t-1ichael's 
. Church in Hildesheim 

Loca tion: Land of lower Saxony . 

State oarty: Federal Republic of 
Gennany 

Da te: Decenber 28, 1984 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

'!hat the prqx>sed cultural property be 
included on the World Heritage List an 
the basis of criteria I, II and :1:11. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

These tv.u renarkable rronurrents which are 
inseparable fran one another and t0po
graphically very close, are an exceptio
nal testinony to the religioos art of the 
Holy Reman Errpire of the Romanesque era. 

'nle ancient Benedictine abbey church of 
St. Michael, built between 1010 and 1022 
by Bernward, Bishop of Hildesheim, is 
one of rredieval art I S key IlDI'UlIIeIlts. Of 
basilical layoot with opposing apses, 
the church is characterized by its syrme
trical design : the east and west choirs 
are both preceded by a transept which 
substantially protudes fran the side 
aisles: elegant circular turrets an the 
axis of the gable of both transept anus 
contrast with the silhooettes of the 
massive lantern ~s located at the 
crossing. In the nave, the presence of 
square impost pillars al ternating in 
an original rythm with columns having 
cubic capitals creates a type of 
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tion appel~ ~ un grand suc~s dans l' art 
ottonien et dans l' art ranan. 

La Cath~ale Sainte-Marie, reconstruite 
apres l'incendie de 1046, conserve encore 
sa crypte primi ti ve. Ces dispositions de 
la nef -avec'l'alternance caract~ristique 
de deux colbnnes cons&uti ves pour un 
pilier- s'inspirent de celles de Saint
Michel dans des proportions plus ~lancees. 

Saint-Michel et la Cath~ale conservent 
une s~rie exceptionnelle d'~l9rnents de 
decor int&ieur qui en font un ensanble 
unique pour la perception et la connaissan
ce des dispositions en honneur aI' epoque 
ranane. 
Ce sent d' abord les portes de bronze datant 
de 1015, retra~ant des Scenes de la Genese 
et de la vie du Christ et la colonne de 
bronze, de 1020 environ, dont Ie decor en 
spirale inspire de celui de la Colonne 
Trajane, illustre des episodes du Nouveau 
Testament. Ces deux fontes exceptionnelles, 
les premieres de cette ~rtance depuis 
1 'Antiqui te, avaient ete ccmnandees par 
1 '~eque Bernward pour Saint-Hichel. Elles 
sont aujarrd 'hui conservees a la Cathedra
Ie. 

Ce sent ensui te -pour ne ci ter que les 
plus importantes- la couronne de lumiere 
de l'eveque Hezilon (1054-1079) et les 
fonts baptismaux en bronze dore de l'e
veque Conrad (vers 1225-1230) a la Cathe
drale. 

Ce sent enfin, a Saint-Michel, les stucs 
peints de la c18ture du choeur et 
surtout l' etonnaht plafond lo~ de 27,6 m, 
large de 8,7 m representant l'Arbre de 
Jesse et recouvrant la nef. Ces deux oeu
vres furent ex&utees a la suite de la Ca
nonisation de Saint-Bernward en 1192, les 
stucs a 1 'extrerre fin du XIIe siecle, Ie 
plafond vers 1130. Ce plafond avec ses 
1300 pieces de bois est Ie seul exemple 
conserve, avec celui de Zillis, d tune struc
tUre extrEmerrent vulnerable. II a pu etre 
sauve grace a sa depose en 1943. 

L'ICCM)S qui, en 1982, avait mus de graves 
reserves sur la fonne donnee a la darande 
d'inscription de Hildesheim sur la Liste 
du Patrinoine Mondial, donne un accord tres 
chaleureux a la nouvelle proposition d'ins
cription. 

elevaticn which was to prove very succes
sful in Ottonian and Ratanesque art. 

St. Mary's Cathedral, rebJ.ilt after the 
fire of 1046, still retains its original 
crypt. '!be nave arrangerrent - with the 
familiar altematicn of two consecutive 
columns for every pillar - was modeled 
after that of St. Michael's, rut its 
proportions are more slender. 

The Church of St. ~ichael and the Cathe
dral contain an exceptional series of 
elements of interior decoration that toge
ther are quite unicrue for the perception 
and knowledge of dispositions used during 
the Rananesque era. 

First of all care the bronze doors dating 
back to 1015, retracing the events fran 
the book of Genesis and the life of 
Christ and the bronze colurm, ca. 1020 
yfuose spiral decor, inspired by the 
Colurrn of Trajan, depicts scenes fran the 
New Testanent. These two exceptional cas
tings, the first of this size since Anti
quity, were ccmnissioned by Bishop Bem
ward for St. Michael' s. 'Ihey are now 
preserved in the Cathedral. 

Next, only remarking the most important, 
care the corona of light of Bishop Hezi
Ion (1054-1079) and the baptisrral. fonts 
of gold-plated bronze of Bishop Conrad 
(ca, 1225-1230) in the Cathedral. 

Lastly, at St. Hichael's, cane the pain-
ted stuccos of the choir screen and especia"ly 
the amazing ceiling, 27. 6m long and 8. m. = 
depicting the Tree of Jesse, covering the 
nave. These two works were carried rut 
after the canonizatio n of St. Bernward 
~ 1192, the stuccos at the very end of 
the 12th century and the ceiling ca. 1130. 
The ceiling with its 1300 pieces of 
wood is the only renaining exanple, along 
with that of Zillis, of an extre.Irely 
wlnerable stru.cture. It was saved thanks 
to its rerroval in 1943. 

ICCM:>S, yfuich after having, in 1982, voiced 
serioos reservations as to the form of 
the proposal for the in.clusion of Hildes
heim on the World Heritage List, expresses 
its unmitigated agreerrent with the new 
nomination. 
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Saint-Michel et Sainte-Marie de Hi1des
he:i.m rn&itent en effet d'etre inscrits 
sur 1a Liste du Patrilroine ~ndia1 ~ 
p1usieurs titres : 

- critere I : "repr~senter une r~ali
sation artistique unique" (ce critere 
va1ant surtout pour 1es bronzes de 
Bernward et 1e p1afond) 

- cri tere II : "avoir exerce une influ
ence considerable ( ••• ) sur 1e d€ve1op
~nt de l' architecture", ce cri tere 
~tant surtout applicable a Saint~che1 
- critere III: "apporter un terroignage 
exceptionne1 sur une civilisation dis
parue". Ces deux ~ifices et leurs 
tresors artistiques permettent en effet 
une comprehension plus globa1e et plus 
imn~iate qu' aucun autre ensemble du 
decor des ~lises ramanes de l'Occident 
chr~tien. 

St. Michael's and st. Mary's of Hildes
heim deserve to be included on the World 
Heritage List for varirus reascns : 

- criterioo I : "represent a unique artis
tie ac1'iievercent" (this cri tericn is espe
cially valid for the Bemward bronzes and 
the ceiling) 

- criterion II : "have exerted great influ
ence ( .•• ) on deve10fr!ellts in architecture", 
this criterion being especially valid for 
St. Michael's 

- criterion III: " bear an exceptional 
testinony to a civili zation Which has 
disappeared". '1hese two edifices and their 
artistic treasures afford better overall 
and nore irrnediate understanding than any 
other decoration in Rananesque churches 
in the Christian West. 

Paris, lCOMOS, Jui11et/Ju1y 1985. 



.Cathedrale Sainte-Marie colanne de bronze de Bernward. 



Eglise Saint-Michel we du sud-est. 



Eglise Saint-Michel vue de la nef centrale et du choeur ouest. 


