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LIS'lE DO PATRDOINE M:NDIAL 

A) IDENTlFICATION 

Bien propose : Site archeologique de 
Ieptis Magna 

Lieu : District de Kharrs 

A) IDENTIFICATICN 

Ncrt\.i:.nation : Archaeological site of 
Ieptis Magna 

I:Dcation : District of Kharrs 

Etat partie : Janahirya' Arabe-L~enre· . State party : Libyan Arab Jarmhiriya 

Date : 16 Septerrbre 1981 

B) ~ON DE LII~ 

Qua Ie bien cul turel propose soi t 
inscri t sur la Liste du Patrilroine 
t-bndial. 

C) JU>TIFICATICN 

'Date: Septerrber 16, 1981 

That the proposed cultural property 
be inscribed on the World Heritage List. 

C) JUSTIFICATICN 

Ie port Fhenicien de !£9:l fut fonde au 'lhe~.Phoenician port of'~ was founded 
debut du 1er millenaire Av.J.C. oour • at tfie beginning of the first millennium 
ccmrercer avec les populations Gararrantes. b. c. and first IXPulated by the Gararran­
La ville, qui fit partie du damaine de tes. '1be city, whidl was part of the do­
carthage, passa seus le oontrOle eFhemerel main of Carthage, passed under the ephe­
de Massinissa, roi de Numidie. res Rarnairis :rreral control of Massinissa, king of 
qui y avaient installe une gamison au 1 Num:tdia'. '1be RclrranS, who had quartered 
cours de la ~r.re oontre Jugurtha 11 in- i a garrison there during the war against 
tegr~rent, en 46 Av.J .C., il la province I J'Ugurtha, integrated it, in 46 b .c., into 
dlAfrique nais lui reconnu:rent toutefois 1 the province of Africa while at the sarre 
une certaine autonomie. ! tine allCM1ng ita certain :rreasure of 

Conparable il celui d l autres ClOll'ptoirs ! autonOl'lY • 
pheniciens du rivage aes Syrtes, carme I Although Ieptis (which is the latini­
Sabratha, le destin de Ieptis (clest ain1 zation of its Phoenician nane) was cc:m­
si que Ie nom phenicien fut latinise) de-! parable to the other Phoenic.ian trading 
vient exceptionnel au lIe si~le, apr~ i centres of the Syrtian coast, like Sabra-
11 accession il 11 errt?ire' d l un enfant du I tha, after one of its native sons, Sep-
pays, Septirre Severe, en 193. Grace il l~ tiJnus Severus becarre .egperor in 193, 
Ieptis renovee fut 11 une Oes plus belles its fortunes inproved remaJ:kably. 'Ihanks 
villes du rronae rarrain. Elle reste Ie to him, 'the rerewed Ieptis was one of 
:rreilleur exerrple de 1·lurbanis:rre severien. the rrost beautiful cities of the R:::I!l'an 
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Leotis cannut par la suite les vicissitu­
des de la plupart des cites cOt1~:res de 
l'Afrique:- pl11ee d~s le IVe si~cle, ~ 
CCl1qUise par les Byzantins qui en firent 
une place-forte, elle succarrba definiti­
verrent ~ la seconde vagte d'invasion ara­
be, celle des Hilaliens, au XIe si~cle. 
Ensevelle sous les sables, elle ne deva! t 
~tJ:e degagee que petit ~ petit, au cours 
d' une longoo exploration archeologique. 

L' ICCM)Srecarrrrande l' inscription de 
Leptis sur la Liste du PatriIroine r-bndial 
au titre des cri t~res I, II et III. 

1) LepUs Magnarepr€sent.e une realisa­
tion artistique unique dans le darPaine de 
1 'urbanisme. La ville, construite a 1 Ie­
p::qoo d' Auguste et de Tibere, rrais entie­
'l:errent rerrodelee sous les Sev~res selon 
un plan arrbit1eux, carrporte des elerrents 
rronurrentaux rna.jeurs de cette periode. I.e 
Forum, la basilique et l' arc des Sev~res 
corrptent panni les premiers e.xerrples d 'un 
nouvel art romain, forterrent infloonce 
par la tradition africaine et ori~tale. 
I.es sculptures, celles de la bas111que 
severie.nne, oonservees in situ, celles 
de l'arc des Sewres,au mus§e-de Triroli, 
innovent par 1a def1ni. tion l1neaire des 
fomes, le seche:resse des contours, le 
deooupage anguleux des volurres: toute une 
esthetique con~ en fonct1on de la lu- . 
m:1.~re aveug1ante de l' Afrique • 

2) LepUs, redeoouverte au XVIIe et au 
XVIlle si~le par des voyageurs carrrre 
Durand et Lem3.ire, a Joue, tout autant 
que Cyrene, un role rrajeur dans le rrouve­
rrent du retour ~ l' antique et dans l' ela­
ooration de l' esthetique neo-classique. 

3) Leptis Magna apporte un terroignage 
except!onnel sur une ci vi1isation dispa­
rue par le narrbre et la variete des struc­
tures retrouvees au cours des fouilles. 
I.e rort antique, Dassin artificiel de 
102.000 m2 environ, existe touJours avec 
ses quais, ses roles, ses rortiqoos, ses 
rna.gasins, ses terrples. Creuse sous Neron, 
arrenage sous SeptiIre Sewre, 11 represen­
te un des chefs-d' oeuvre de la technolo­
gie rarraine, avec sa digue et son canal 
destines a regulariser 1e cours de 1 I Qua­

m I.ebda, le dangereux torrent qui se de­
verse ~ l' ooost dans le Mach terranee. 

I.e rna.rche I ele:rrent essentiel dans la 
vie d'un grand camptoir oammercial est 
largerrent conserve, avec son arc votif I 
ses colonnades et ses boutiques : l' edifi­
ce d'eIXXIU9 augustienne, a ete transfor­
m§ , et enbelli sous· Septirre Sev~re. 

Des entrepSts, des ateliers, enoore 
insuffisamrent oonnus, attestent aussi 
l' acti vi te carrrrerciale et industrie1le de 

world. It is still one of the best exam­
ples· of Severan w:ban. p1.ann.tng. 

'Ihe:reafter, I.eptis fell prey to the sarre 
vicissitudes of forttme as the rna.jori ty of 
the coastal cities of" Africa. Pillaged 
from'the 4th century and reconquered by 
the Byzantines who transfonred it into a 
strong-hold, it definitively S1lt:.:CUI1'bed to 
the second wave of Arab invasions, that 
of the Hilalians in the 11th century. 
Buried under drifting sands I the city has 
only been disengaged, piece by piece, over 
the course of·a long archaeological explo­
ration. 

ICC>.Iv03 recarmends the insCription of 
I.eptis Magna on the World Heritage List 
on the basis of criteria I, II and III. 

1 i Leptls Magna ,is a unique artistic 
realisation in the darrain of urban plan­
ning. 'Ihe city, \\tUch was constructed 
during the reign of Augustus and Tiberius 
but \\tUch was entirely rerrodeled along 
very anbi tious lines under the Severan 
enperors, incorporates rna.jor nonurrental 
elerrents of that J;eriod. 'Ihe Forum, the 
basilica and the· Severan arch rank anong 
the forerrost exanples of a new RorPan art, 
strongly infloonced by African and Eas­
tern traditions. 'Ibe,.sculpture, that of 
the Severan basilica, which rerrain in 
situ, and that of the Severan arch, in 
tEe""""rnoseuffi at Tripoli, are innovative in 
their linear defini.ti')n of forms, the 
crispness of their o::""C!tOur5 and the angu­
lar delmeation of theJ.r volurres : a 
cartprehensi ve aesthetic, oonrei ved as a 
function of the blinding African sun. 

2) ~ptis, which was rediscovered in the 
17th and 18th centuries by travellers such 
as Durand and lerPaire, has played a major 
role, as has Cyrene,in the ~t back 
to Antiquity and in the elaboration of the 
Neo-classic aesthetic. 

3) The nurrber and the variety of the struc­
tures of ~ptis Magna, reoovered durmg 
the course of the excavatioruubear witness 
in an excepuonal rna.nner to a vanished 
civilization. '!he Ant1qtE rort with its 
artificial basin of nearly 102,000 m2 still 
exists with its quays, its jettys, fortifi­
cations, storage areas and terrples. Dug 
under Nero and organized under Septinuls 
Severus, it is one of the chefs d' oeuvre 
of Rarran technology with its barrage dam 
and its canal designed to regulate the oour­
se of the Wadi Iebda, the dangerous 
torrent which errpties into the ~di te:rane­
an to the west. '!he market, an essential 
elerrent in the every-day life of a large 
carrrrercial trading centre, with its votive 
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la cite dontles grands·nonurrents de pms- arch, its colonnades and its shops, has 
tige, arcs et-J;Ortes," forum prllnitif et been, for the lTOSt part, pmserved. '!he 
forum s~v9r:l.en·,- terrplas,,,t:helll'eS, thM- building which dates. fran the Augustan 
t:re, cil:qllget a.rrputh~~tre, ne represen- period, was transfoDled and ercbellished 
tent, en superficie, qu'une petite par- under septimus 5everus. 
tie. Warehouses and ateliers, still not 

L'inscription de Leptis Magna sur la sufficiently explored, also attest to 
Liste du PatrinoineM:mdial devrai t ga- the camercial and :.ind'CStrlal activity 
rantir la sauvegarde-±ntegraJ.e du site of'a city·whose...lal:ge .. prestigious nonu-
arcneologique Cbnt-la"deftnition, iIrpre- rrents, arcb.es_and:gates,original forum 
cise, para1t b:op restrictive: las zones and 5everan forum, tenples, baths, thea­
de nOOropole,les fortifications du tre, circus and arq;:hitheatre, only occu­
~rgheh et du h.annam I l'habitat disperse py avery srrall part of the total ama. 
de l' arriere-pays' doi-vent ~t:re proteges I '!he inseription· of Leptis Magna on the 
au ~titre qu31 'ensemble nonurrental World Heritage List would guarantee the 
CCllpris entre l' arc de Marc-Aurele et Ie integral protection of the archaeological 
CiJ:qUa. site, the definition. of_ which is at once 

irrprecise cull seemingly too restrictive. 
'!he zones of the necropolis, the fortifi­
cations of the M3rgh.eb and the Hantnan, 
the settlerrents scattered in lands behind 
LepUs should be protected for the sane 
reasons as the ItOnllIl'eIltalcorcplex, MUch is 
groq;ed between the arch of Marcus Au.reli­
us and the Circus. 
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