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LIS'lE DU PATRIM)INE M)NDIAL 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose: Tasslli N'AJjer 

Lleu : Wilaya de Ouargla 

Etat partie : Algerle 

Date : 19 Juin 1981 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOM)S 

Que Ie blen culturel prqX)se SOlt 
inscrit sur la liste du Patn.m::une 
t-bndial. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 
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A) IDENTIFICA'I'ION 

No:mnatlon : Tasslh N'AjJer 

Ldcatlon : Wllaya of OLlargla 

State £arty ~ Algeria 

Date : June 19, 1981 

B) IeOM)S RECOMMENDATION 

That the proposed cultural property be 
lnscrLbed on the World Heritage List. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

La propos 1 lion d I insc.nptlon sur la lis- The proposal for the inscription of the 
te du Patrirroine M:>ndlal du massl.f du Tas- massif of Tassili WAjJer on the World 
sili N' Ajjer ne peut entrainer i de la part Heritage List occasions the particularly 
je I' IOJMJS, gu' une recornnandatlon parti - whole-hearted recomrendation of ICOM)S on 
culierem:mt chaleureuse au b. tre des cri- the bas.Ls of criteria I and III. Indeed, 
teres I et III T En effet, I' enserrble des the ensemble of paintings and rock engra-
pemtures et des gravures rupestres con- vings preserved on this high plateau, 
servees sur ce haut plateau, au sud-est du which 1.5 situated to the south-east of the 
Sahara algerlen, aux confins de la Llbye, Algerian Sahara and bordered by Libya, 
du Niger et du Mali, conpte parrm. les plus Niger and Mali, is arrong the rrost irnpor-
irrp:>rtants de I' epcque prehistorique. La tant of the prehistoric period. The zone 
zone proposee a l'inscrlption couvre une whlCh has been proposed for inscription 
superficie de 72.000 k.rn2 et se Sl.tLE a UDIl! covers an area of 72,000 km2 and is situa­
altitude rroyenne de 1500 m. ClesL. un sec- ted at a medlan altitude of 1,500 m. It 
teur triang:lllalre determine f au nord-ouest, is a tn.angular sector defined to the 
par la falaise abrupte qui, d'Amguid a la nor:th-west by the abrupt cliff which, fran 
frontiere avec Ie Niger, domine les ergs Arnguid to the border of Niger, dc:minates 
d'AdrrBr et de Tihodaine, au nord par la the ergs of Admer and Tihodaine;to the 
piste de Tarat a Amguid, a I 'est par la north, by the trail from Tarat to Arrguid; 
frontiere avec Ie Niger et la Libye, and to the east, by the borders of Niger 

Dans ce plateau ande et denude, creuse and Libya~ 
de canyons, des tribus de Toua.reg AJJer The tribes of the AJjer Tuareg still 
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nama.disent encore, exploi tant awc leurs wander on the barren, arid plateau cut 
troupeaux transh'l.lffi3l1ts de maigres reSSOlJr- by canyons, exploiting the rreager vegetal 
ces vegetales. Mais, durant l'epcx::p:e neo- resources with their nomadic flocks. Ho,.v­
lithiqoo, Ie Tassili beneficiait de cond±- ever, during the prehistoric period, Tas­
tions climatiques plus favorables a l'oc~ sili benefited from climatic conditions 
cupation" h1.lfllaine.L I abondance du gibier I which were rrore favorable to human occu-
les possibili tes offertes a I' elevage et pation. The abundance of game, the possi-
a la vie pastorale a proximi te 1.I1ll'Bdiate bilities of animal husbandry and of pas-
de sites defensifs inexpugnables consti- toral life which lay within i:rrrrediate 
tuaient autant de facteurs posltifs de proximity of impregnable defensive sites 
peuplement. constitute the baslc factors which favo-

D= -6000 enVlron aUK preIDlers slecles rized population develq::ment. 
de I' ere chretienne, les populahons qui From about the year -6000 to the first 
se sont succed§! ont laisse de norrbreuses centuries of the Christian era, the va-
traces archeologiques : habitats, tumuli rious peoples who inhabited this area 
et enclos qui ont livre un abondant mate- left numerous archaeological traces : 
riel cerarnique. 'Ibutefois, ce soot les settlements ,tumuli and enclosures which 
peintures et les gravures rupestres multi-have yielded abundant ceramic material. 
pliees aux parois d I abris sous roche peu Nonetheless, it is the paintings and the 
pro fonds qm ont fait la renarrmee m::.:>ndiale rrul tifold rock engravings, found on the 
du TasS1.li a partir de 1933, date de leur walls protected by rocky prOjections, to 
decouverte. 15.000 ont ete repertoriees which Tassili OiIeS the vvorld renCMrl it 
et relevees jusqu'a nos jours. Les speci- gained after 1933, the date of their 
alistes estirrent que la reserve archeolo- discove:ry. To the present tirre, fifteen 
gique peut atteindre au double de ce chif- thousand of them have been inventoried 
fre. Ces peintures s I echelannent dans Ie and cataJ ogued; specialists feel that 
tenps selan plusieurs periodes, dont cha- the archQ.eOlogical reserve could well be 
cune correspond a une faune particuliere, double thlS number. These paintings cover 
mais peut etre egale:rrEnt care.cterisee, several periods each of which corresponds 
sans reference a un ecosysterre, par un to a particular fauna, yet each may be 
style different. equally as well characterized by stylis-

Ce son t : tic differences without reference to an 
ecosystem : 

- la penode naturaliste, la plus ancienne. - the naturalistic period (the oldest). 
La faune representee est celIe de la sava- The fauna represented is that of the 
nee 

- la perlode di te "archaYqt:Je". La faune, 
extrerrerrent noni:>reuse, correspond a un 
climat h'lJrnide. Le systerre de representa­
tion graphique a change: petites flgures 
schernatiques ou formes colossales prennent 
l'allQre de pictogrammes charges d'une 
evidente fmali te magique. 

- la periods des bovides (entre 4000 et 
1500 Av.J.C.), la plus inportante par Ie 
nornbre des peintures conservees, renoue 
avec une esthetiqoo naturaliste. Les re­
presentations de troupeaux de boVlDS I de 
scenes de la Vie quot:(i.dienne, conptent 
parmi les plus celebres de l'art parletal 
prehistorique. 

- la periods des §qui des , qm couvre la 
fin du neohthique et la protohlstoire, 
correspond a la disparition de nombreuses 
especes sous l' effet de la secheresse et 

Savannah 0 

- the period known as "archaic". The 
extrerrel y numerous fauna correspond to 
the humid climate. The system of graphic 
representation has changed : small sche­
matic figures or colossal forms assume 
the aspect of pictograms charged with an 
evident magical finality; 

-the Bov ldlan period (between 4,000 and 
1,500 Be), dominant period in terms of the 
number of paintings. The representation 
of bovine herds, the scenes of daily lifes, 
which incorporate a renewed naturalistic 
aesthetic, are among the rrost well-known 
of prehistoric mural art. 

- the Equidian period, which covers the 
end of the Neolithic and the Protohistoric 
per lads, corresponds to the disappearance 
of numerous species from the effects of 
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a I' apparition du cheval (represent~ 
lions de chevaux sauvages et de chevaux 
dorrestiques atteles a des chars) • 

- En fin , la p§riode des Cam§lides, aux 
premiers siecles de l'ere chretlenne, 
coincide avec l' installation du climat 
desertique hyp3raride et avec l' appari­
tion du dromadaire. 

L 'enserrble Ie plus important des pein­
tuxes du Tassili est situe, a l'est de 
Djanet, dans Ie parc national gere par 
l'O.P.N .T. (Office du Pare National du 
Tassili). D'autres oeuvres ru:p=stres re­
m:trquables se trouvent, au nord, dans la 
region de lloued Djerat, pres d'Illizi, 
rmis il faut encore rrentionrer les sites 
des plateaux de Tadjilahine, Tasghirt, 
Dider, Ighassan et Adrar. 

La zone naturelle et cultuxelle du 
Tassili se prolongeant au-dela des fron­
tieres de 11 Algerie, des dem:mdes d' ins­
cription cornplerrentaires pourront etre 
introdui tes, aI' avenir, par les etats 
concernes. Dlores et deja (mars 1982), Ie 
Mali a donne son accord de prinCipe a 
une extension a 11 Adrar des Iforas. 

the dryness and to the appearance of the 
horse (representations of wild horses 
and of domesticated horses harnessed to 
wagons) . 
- Finally, the Came line period, during the 
first centuries of the Christian era, coin­
cides with the onset of the hyper-arid 
desert climate and with the appearance of 
the dromedary. 

The rros t important group of paintings is 
situated to the east of Djanet in the Na­
tional Park administrated by the OPNT 
(Office du Parc National du Tassili). 

Other remarkabke works of rock art are 
found, to the north, in the region of the 
Wadi Djerat, near Illizi; and, also, the 
sites of the plateaus of Tadjilahine, 
Tasghirt, Dider, Ighassan and Adrar should 
be mentioned. 
The natural and cultural zone of Tassili 
extends beyond the Algerian border, and 
thus complementary requests for inscrip­
tion may be introduced, in the future, 
by the other stateparties concerned. 
Already (March 1982), Mali has agreed, 
in principle, to an extension of the 
zone to the Adrar from the Iforas. 

Paris, Mai/May 1982 
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