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A) IDENTIFICATIOO A) IDENrIFICATION 

Bien Propose : I2 Centre Historiqoo deNOmination 
Florence 

The Historic Centre of 
Florence 

Lieu : Toscane 

Etat J?aEt:ie : ltalie 

~ : 30 DeceniJre 1981 

B) REX::OMMANDATICN DE L'lCOM:l3 

Que le bien culturel propose soit 
inscri t sur la Liste du Patrinoine 
M:mdial. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

IbCation : Tuscany 

, statepa,r;ty : P.tal y 

Date : Decerrber 30, 1981 

B) ICOMJS ROCO~TICN 

That the propJsed cultural property be 
lnscribed on the World Heritage List. 

C) JUSTIFICATICN 

Ce bien culturel unique aurait dO fi- This unique cultural property should, 
gurer, en bonne logiqoo, sur les prerni- with every good reason ,have figured arrong 
eres listes du PatriIroine M:mdial et tou- the first lists of the World Heritage List 
te justification serait inpertinente eu and any justification vJOUld be both ircpe-
derisoire rtinent and derisory. 

L'ICOM:l3 souligne que le centre histo- ICCM)S would underscore the fact that the 
rique de Florence repond a presque tous the hi storie centre of Florence re~nds 
les criteres definis par la ~vention. to nearly all the criteria defined by the 

1) Crit~ 1 - L'enserrble urbain de Convention. 
Florence est en soi \.me realisation ar- l)Cn.t.erion 1- the urban corrplex of 
tistiqoo unique, un mef- d 'oeuvre abse- Florence is in itself a tmique artistic 
lu, fruit d'tme creation continue pen- realization, a chef-d'oeuvre absolute, the 
dant six siecles. On y trouve, sans par- : fruit of a continuous creation over rrore 

, ler des musees (musee archeologique, Of- than six centuries. Leaving aside its 
, fices, Bargello, Pitti, G3.lerie de 1 'A- 'rruseums ( the Archaeological Museun, Uffizi 
cadenn.e etc), la plus forte concentra- Bargello, pi tti, Galleria dell' Academia, 

• tion d'oeuvres d'art de renonnee univer- etc.), the greatest concentration of tmiv
: selle qui soit au rronde, avec la cathe- ersally renC1Nl1oo works of art in the world: 
: drale Santa Maria del Fiore I le Baptis- is found here - the Cathedral of Santa Maria 
: tere et le Carrpanile de Giotto, la- Place del Fiore, the Baptistery and the Canpanile 
: de la Signoria dorninee par le Palazzo of Giotto, piazza- de la Signoria dominated; 
i Vecchio et le Palais des Offices, San by the Palazzo Vecchio and the Palazzo : 
~l:9J;E¥1Z0, Santa Maria Novella, Santa Croce Uffizi, San Lorenzo, Santa Maria Novella, 



'. 
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et Ia chapeIIe des Pazzi, Ie couvent de San 
Marco qui abri te les peUltureS de Fra Ange
lico, Santo Spirito, San Miniato etc •.• 

2} Critere 2 - D3puis Ie Quattrocento, 
Florence a exerce une infl1.:ence predaminan
te en Italie, puis en Europe, sur Ie deve~' 
lopperrent de I' architecture et res arts rro
nurrentaux : les principes artiStl.ques ~ la 
IEruussance y ont ete deflnis des Ie debut 
du XVe sieele par Brunellesclu DJnatello 
Mas 
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accl.o. C est dans Ie milieu florentin 
~ se sent fomes et affumes deux genies 
urll. verse Is des arts : Leonard de Vl.ncl. et 
Michel-Ange. 

3) Cr1tere 3 - I.e centre historJ.q1.le de 
Florence apporte un terrol.gnage excepuonnel 
et par sa coherence unique, sur une puis san
te cite rrarchande du M:>yen Age et de la Re
naissance. Florence a garde de son passe des 
rtES entieres, des palais for+...eresses (Pa
lazzo Spini, Palazzo del Podesta" Palazzo 
~lla Signoria), des "loges" (loggia del 
Bl.gallo, loggia dei Lanzi I loggia de 11 HO-
pi tal .. des Innocents, r-Ercato Nuevo) I des 
fontaines, un nerveilleux pont du XIVe sie
cle borde de boutiques : Ie Pante Vecchio. 
les metiers, organises en corporations pros
peres ont laisse des rronurrents exceptionnels 
tels que Or San Michele 011 les "arts" ont ' 
ri valise de splendeur };X>ur decorer un ancien 
narche couvert devenu eglJ.se en 1380. 

4) Cri tere 4 - PUissance economiq-ue e t };X>
Ii tiqlE de premier plan en Europe du XlVe au 
XVIle sieele. , Florence s ~ es t couverte du-

t 
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ran cette eIXXI1..E, d' edifices de prestige 
ou se tradui t la mugnificence de ses ban
qUl.ers et de ses princes : Palais Ruccellai, 
Palru.s Strozzi, Palais G:>ndi, Palais Riccar
di -Medicis, Palais Pandolfl.ni, Palais Pi ttl 
et jardins Bcboli I sans oublier la Sacristie 
de San lDrenzo, ch;apelle funeraire des .Medi
cis, la BibliothEque Laurentierme etc ••• 

5) Critere 6 - Florence est materielle
rrent associee a des evenerrents de portee u
nH'9rselle. C'est dans Ie milieu de 1 'Aca
demie neo-p1Q.torll.cienne que s! est forge Ie 
concept de IEnaissance. Florence est Ie ber
ceau de l'h1..1ll\3.ni.sne rroderne avec Landino 
Poll. tien, Marsile Ficin, Pic de la Mirando
Ie etc .•. 

Santa Croce and the Pazzi chapel, the 
Ccnvent of San Maroo which houses paint
ings of Fra Angellco, Santo Spirito, San 
Miniato, etc ... 

2) Criterion 2 - Since the Quattroce
nto, Florence has exerted a predominate 
influence on the devel~t of architec • 
ture and the rrommantal arts- first in 
Italy, and then troughout Europe: the 
artistic princi9les of the Renaissance 
were defined there from the beginning of 
the 15th century by, Brunelleschi, IX>nate~ 
110 and Masaccio. It was in the Floren
tin milieu that two universal geniuses 
of the arts - Leonardo da Vinci and Mi.
~lMgelo -were foured and asserted. 

3) Criterion 3 - the historic centre 
o~ Florence attests in an exceptional 
manner, and by its unique cooorence, to 
its p:::>wer as a nerchant-city of the Mid
dle Ages and of the Renaissance. From its 
past, Florence has preserved entire ,..:..:-, 
streets, fortified palaces (Palazzo Spi
ni, Palazzo del Podesta, Palazzo della 
Signori a) , loggie (lDggia del Bigallo, 
loggia dei Lanzi, the Logg~ OOgli Inno
centi and del M:rrcato Nuevo), fountains, 
a marvellous bridge of the 14th century 
lined with sho.!?s, the Ponte Vecchio. Va
rious trades, organized into prosperous 
a.rte have left several rronunents such as 
t:fie'" Or San llichele 

4) Criterl.on 4 - Florence, a first
rate eoonanic and poli tical ~r in 
Europe from the 14th to the 17th centu
ry was covered during that period with 
prestigious buildings which translated 

,~ . the munifl.cence of the bankers and the 
princes: Palazzo Rucellai, Palazzo 
Strozzi, Palazzo G:>ndi, Palazzo Riccardi, 
-Medici, Palazzo Pandolfini, Palazzo Pi
ttl and the Bobali Gardens- as well as 
the sacristy of San Lorenzo, the funera
ry chapel of the Medicis, and the Bibli
o-+-..eca Laurenziana, etc. 

5) Crl.terion 6 - Florence is rrateria
lly associated with events of a universal 
.irtp)rtance. It was in the milieu of the 
Neol?latonic Academia that the concept 
of the Renaissance was forged. Florence 
is the birthplace of rrodem humanisn ins
pired by Landino, Marsilio Ficino, Pico 
de la Hirandola, etc ... 

ICCMJS, Paris, Mai 1982 


