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included on the World Heritage List.
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C) JUSTIFICATION

La cathéﬂr;‘e ce Spire est, zvec-celle de
Worms et de “aysnce, le monument meieur de
1'art roman cans 1'Empire Germ=n1Hq_. C'est

aussi le plus wveste par ses propertions et
-sans doute lg plus :mportant psr 1les souve-
nirs historizues gui s’ y rattaPhEWt, puis-

gue la dynastisz des empereurs seliens en fit

sa nécropele.
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The cathedral of Speyer, with those of
Worms and Mayence, is a major monument of |
Romanesque art in the German Empire. It |
is, by virtue of its proportions, the
largest:and the most imoortant, by
virtue of the history to which it is
linked -~ the Salic emperors made it
their place of burial.

The cathedral, which was dedicated to
Saint Marv and Saint Stevhen, was built
essent ially between 1030 and 1106. It
incoroorates the general disposition of
Saint Michael of Hildesheim and carries |
to its perfection a type of plan generally’
adopted, thereafter, in the regicn of |
the Rhineland. This plan is characterized |
by the equilibriu m of the eastern and
western blocks, by the symmetrical and
sincular vlacerert of the towers which
frame the mass formed by the nave and
the transept.

In 1689, the cathedral of Speyer was
seriously damaged ky fire. Following
this disaster in the 18th century, the

essehniiel entre 1030 et 1108. reprend
les dispesitions gérérales ce Saint-Michel
d'Hildesheim et zcrie & sa perfecticn un ty-
pe de plan générslement adopté per la suite
dans: la région rhénane et qui se ceractérise
per l'équilibre ces messifs crientsl et oc-
cidental, zer l'imglentation particoliére et
symétrigue Zss tcurs encadrent 1'zsrsemble
fermé oper lz net =t le tramsest.

En 1688, 1z Czthédrale de Snire fut grave-
ment endommzazée cer un incendis. A la suite |
de ce sinistre, au XVIIIéme sizcls, l’archi—%
tecte I. ™. '.eumenn chercha & la reco nstruirﬁ
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en:dgtyle roman, non sans créer cepencant de
toutes piéces un "Westwerk” barogue (1772-
1778} .

De 1854 & 1858, cette adjonction “ut rems
placée par un massiF ccoecidental pes*ichent
le style romen selon 1'iZée gue 1'on s'en
faisait & 1'épogue. Dens le méms temos, tout
1'intérieur <e le cethécrale fut re-esussé de
lourdes peintures néo-romanes et ce grards
panneaux historigues cus 3 Schrancdeclah et
& son atelier.

A partir de 1857, con s'est atteché & re-
istituer cdens sz pursté 1'étet du XIéme
siécle en supprimant psintures et bsdigeons

du XIXéme siecle.

En dépit de ces vicissitudes, oJ seut-
étre & cause d'elles, lz Csthédrale de,
Spire mérite c'étre inscrite sur 1= liste
dd Patrimeine Mondiel au titre du critéere
II.

Elle a exercé en ef?et une influe~ce
considérable ncn seulement sur le civelen-
pement de 1'architeciure romanz ern RMhéna-
nie aux XIe et XIIe siecles, meis e~core
sur_l'évolution des dcctrines ce restaura-
tions en Allemzgns, er Zirope st Jdz-s le

monde du XVIIIe sieécle & ncs jcurs.

architect I.M. Neumann attempted its
reconstruction in the Romaresque style,
although not without inventing a Baroque
"Westwerk" (1772-1778).

From 1854 to 1858, this addition was
replaced by a2 western block, a vastiche of
the Romanesque style, in keeping with
current ideas. During the same period,. all
of the interior was enhanced by heavy neo-
Ramanesque decorative paintings and large
historical panels, attributed to Schrandolph
and his atelier.

Since 1957, the removal of the paintings
and the lavers of mainted plaster has been
undertaken in order to restore in its
purity the eleventh century form of the
cathedral.

Despite, or perhaps even because of,
these vicissitudes, the cathedral of
Smever deserves tc bhe included on the
World Heritage List,based on criteria II.

It has, in fact, exerted a considerable
influence not only on the development of
Romanesgue architecture in the 11th and 12th
centuries, but as well on the evolution of
the principles of restoration in Germany,
in Burope and in the world from the 18th
century to the present.
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