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LISTE DU PATRIMJINE M)NDIAL 

I 
~IFI~rrON 

Bien profOse Le Theatre antique et ses 
abords et 11 "Arc de Tri­
omphe"d I Orange 

I Lieu: Provence-Cote d'Azur (Vaucluse) 

J 
Etat partie: France 

Date: 31 Deceffibre 1980 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L I ICOM)S 

Que le bien cul turel profOse soi t ins- J 
cri t sur la liste du Patrirroine lllOndial

l 
I 

C) JUsrJFICATION 

D'epoque augusteenne, le theatre anti­
que d' Orange est un des plus grands the­
atres romains connus, mais surtout le 
mieux conserve, puisque la fa\=ade, avec 
son mur de 103 metres de long sur 37 rne-! 
tres de haut et le rnur de scene subsis- I 
tent integralernent, bien que prive de 
leurs reveternents de rnarbre. Du decor 
initial , ne subsistent que quelques 
vestiges, dont la statue d'Auguste, re­
placee dans la grande niche centrale du 
mur de scene. 

Ravage par Maurice d'Orange-Nassau qui 
s 'o-n scrv it Camle d' une carriere au XVIr 
si~'clc, 1e theatre a fait l'objet d 'un 
classcmcnt des 1840 et a ete restaure a 
?=-liS,;," __ l:~S reprises depuis cette date. 
Les fouilles de l'architecte Jules For­
:T,i~;0 or:t mis au jour, aux abords irrme­
diilts d'J r:onument, les fondations d 'un 
tc:.,p1c (vraisemblablement d t epoqlle hadri 
ani':[Lle) et les restes d t un capi tole. 
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IDRLD HERITAGE LIST N° 163 .::.:..::-...--

A) IDENTJFICATION 

Nomination The Roman Theatre and its 
surroundings and the "Tri­
umphal Archil of Orange 

Location Provence-Cote d I Azur CVauclu­
,s~ ) 

State party : France 

Date: December 31, 1980 

B) ICQM)S RECOM-1ENDATION 

That the proposed cultural ;.>ro:;?erty be -
included on the Norld Heritage List. 

C) JUsrJFICATION 

Dating from the Augustean period, the 
Theatre of Orange is one of the largest 
Roman theatres knCMn, and, rroreover, the 
best preserved, since the wall of the 
fa\=ade (103 rreters long by 37 rreters high 
and that of the stage still exist in thei 
entirety, although deprived of their mar­
ble facing. Of the original decor, only 
a few vestiges still exist, one of which 
is the statue of Augustus, rerroved to the 
large central niche in the wall of the 
stage. 

'Ihe theatre, which was ravaged in the 
17th century by Mauri ts van Oranje-Nassau 
who used it as a quarry, was classified 
in 1840 and has undergone several resto­
rations sinoe that tirrP., Excavations by 
the architect Jules Formige have brought 
to light, iIm'ediately contingent to the 
rronurrent, foundations of a temple (rrost 
likely from the tirre of Hadrian) and the 
rerrains of a capitol. 
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Au nord de la ville, sur l'ancienne via 
Aggripa, l' arc de triarphe, d' ep:que ega Ie­
rrent augusteenne (20 Av. J.C.) e'VCX1Ue les 
exploits de la IIeme legion dans sa lutte 
oontre les Gaulois. Transfonne en fortin au 
XIlleme siecle, partiellarent repare au 
XVIllerre siecle, puis restaure au XIXeme 
siecle et, plus recenrrent, en 1955-1962, 
l' arc d' Orange derreure, malgre ses degrada­
tions, I' un des rronurrents les plus remarqua­
bles de la Gaule romaine. 

L' ICQM)S recarrnande l' inscription du the­
atre qntique sur la liste du Patrirroine ~,bn­
dial au titre du cri tere III,. ce rronurrent 
-consti tuant un exemple exceptionnel, sinon 

.lique, dans la typJlogie des theatres re­
mains. 

L'inscription de l'arc de triarphe pour­
rait se justifier au titre du critere VI, 
si l' on admet que les evenerrents auxquels 
se referent les bas-reliefs sculptes sur la 
face nord (guerre contre les Barbares et eta­
blisserrent de la Pax Ranana) ont une valeur 
universelle. 

L'arc d'Oranqe ne saurait etre considere 
oomne l' e.xe:rrple par excellence d' arc de tri­
orrPlie rorrain. Ce?Effidant,' la pro.xi.T1Ji te tope­
graphique et la quasi -conterrporanei te de ces 
deux !TOnurrents peuvent inciter Ie corr~ te a 
n~Gissocier les deux .a,r()p(}5itions pre­
,sent~sous Ie nO 163 par-'la- France. .. 

'Ihe TritIIl1fhal Arch, to the north of the tcMr. 
on the forner via Agrippa, dates as well from 
the tine of Augustus (20 B.C.), period in whit 
the exploits of the 2nd Legion occured during 
their fight against the Gauls. Transforrred int 
a small fortress in the 13th century, partial] 
returned to its original state in the 18th cer 
tury, and then restored in the 19th century 
and !TOre recently between 1955 and 1962, the 
Triurrq;:hal Arch of Orange remains, despite its 
degradations, one of the !TOst rerrarkable rronu­
rrents of Rorran Gaul. 

I(X)M)S bases its recorrrrendation for the inc] 
sion of the Roman 'Iheatre on the World Heritas 
Liston criterion III, as this !TOnurrent consti 
tutes an exceptional , if not uniqlE, exarrple 
in the typ:>logy of Roman theatres. 

The inclusion of tl-}e Triurrphal Arch could bE 
justif:i.ed by criterion VI, if it if' admitted 
that the events referred to in the sculpted 
reliefs on the northern face ( the war agains1 
the BaIbarians and the establishrrent of the 
Pax Rarana) are of universal value. 

The Tri1.lITphal Arch of Orange can not be 
considered as the ~reeminent example of the 
Roman tri1ll1phal arch. HONever, the topographi< 
proxirni ty and tl-}e quasi -contemporaneousness 0: 

these two rronurrents could prompt the corrmi tte 
not to disassociate these b.>1O pro:.x>sitions, 
whic.h are presented by France as nO 163. 

lCO!1)S. Paris, Avril 1981'. 


