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LISl'E DU PA'rHIMJINE H)NDIAL 

A) IDENI'IFICATION 

~ien pro~se Cathedrale d'Amdens 

Lieu: Picardie ; Departement de la Somr 
Ire 

Etat partie: France 

Date : 31 DecB~re 1980 

\'l)RlD HERITAGE LIST 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination : Amiens Cathedral 

Location : Picardie (Scmne) 

State pari,:y : France 

Date : Decer:if..>er 31, 1980 

!----------------------+-----------------~~----.-----I 

B) RffDMMANDATION DE L r ICOMJS 

Ole Ie bien culturel propose soit ins­
crit sur la liste du Patrinoine M:::mdial. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

La cathedrale d'Amiens est l'une des 
plus grandes §glises gothigues "classi­
ques" du XIIIerre siecle. Elevee pour 
1 'essentiel entre 1220 et 1280, elle 
frappe par la cohere..nce du plan, la 
beaute de l'elevation interieure a trois 
niveaux ,et l' agencerrent d' un prograITr.'E 
sculpte extrerrarent savant a la fa<;ade 
principale et au bas sud. du transept. 

De 1292 a 1375, la cathedrale s 'est 
enrichie d' une serie de chape11es ootie!: 
entre les contreforts des bas-c6tes. 
Avec la fleche erigee a 1a croisee du 
transept, la cloture de choeur et les 
splendides stalles canoniales en bois 
sculpte, elle a pris a la fin du Moyen­
Age la physionanie que nous lui connais­
sons. La Revolution fran~aise n'a prati­
qulm2nt pas enclomnage l' edif ice, qui n' a 
subi que peu de restBurations (galerie 
des rois). 

Outre son prcx1igieLLx dE-'<:Dr sculpte du 
XIIICt'T€ siecle, universell(~ltent admire 
et connu, la cathedrale abrite deux 
tcrrbeaux de bronze, terrDinS extre,j"rerrent 

B) I(01)S 'Q}LU"1MEmATION 

That the prop:>sed cultural property be 
included on the World Heritage List. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Amiens Cathedral is one of the lar­
g?st "classic" gothic churches of the 
13th century. Constructed essentially 
between 1220 and 1280, the coherence 
of its plan, the beauty of its tl'tree­
tier interior elevation and the dispo­
si tion of an extrerrely scholarly sculp­
tural ~rogram on its principal fa9ade 
and the wing of the southern transept 
Mes~g. I 

FroI'1 1292 to 1375, the cathedral was 
enriched by a series of chapels built 
between t'l)e buttresses of the side 
ais les. At the end of the Middle Ages, 
with the spire constructed above the 
tra1'1Sept crossing, the choir screen anc 
-Lhe splendid s taIls of the canons in 
sculpted wocx:1, the cathedral assured 
b'1e rXl.ysiognOll¥ by will ch it is kna..m 
teday. 'Ihe Fre'l.ch Revolution r..as left 

the edifice, which has w1dergone only 
minor restorations ( gal erie des rois) , 
practic~lly untouched. 

Besides its prcdigious 13th cc,ntUlY 
sculptural decor, uni ven::;ally knc:wn and 
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ran's de la tc-'<..~hnique des fondeurs du XI lIe 
siecle : ceux de Gc~ffroy d 'Eu et surtout 
d'Evrard de Fouilloy (+1222), l'eva~Je qui 
entreprit , en 1220, la reconstruction de 
Notre-Da.rre d' AmiCl1S. Panni les oeuvres du 
XIV6~ siecle, il faut signaler p~rticuli­
c:rcr;ent Ie pilier du Cardinal de La Gra.'l'Je, 
avc=->c les statues d' lmdre B,,"3.uneveu. 

Les critercs I et II paxaisspnt 3!)],Jlicables 
a la cathedrale d' l-®iens, ITOnUl~ont que John 
Ruskin comptait deja au nomre des grands 
chefs d'oeuvre de 1 'art, et dont l' jnfluence 
sur Ie develoPI~tent de l'architecture et de 
la sculpture gothiques a bien ete mise en 
'l:<t] eur, notarrrrent par les travaux de R. Bra.'1-

: et de W.Medding. 

adrni red, the cathedral houses U.vo bronz.e h:-:::-bs, 
virum are extrer.-ely rare te5tiITonies to 13th 
~ntUl:y fourrlry techniques: that of Geoffroy 
d 'Eu and especially that of Evrard de Fouilloy 
(+ 1222), the bishop "Wl,0 in 1220 undertcok the 
rerons truction of Notre-Darre d J Alni ens. AfTong 
other 14th century vJ(xy:s, that of trie pier of 
C2fc1i!'al de La. Grill19c with the st,atucs of AndrE 
B_::3.UIl2'leU should be esp?cially not.ed. 

Cd tc."ria I and II appear to arply to tJ,e ca­
theclral of i\miens, the rronurrent which John Rus­
kin had already placed arrong the (]Teat Jfuster­
pieces of art , a!1d 'dflcse inflv(>D02 on the deve 
lorxrent of archi tectllre and g::;thic sculptw~e 
has been eIrIY..l.asi zed, notably in the VJOrks of 
R. Branner and W. t-1edding. 

ICXM::B. Paris, Avril 1981. 
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