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LISTE DU PATRIM)INE !-DNDIAL 

A) IDENI'IFICATION 

Bien profOse: Le secteur du precipice a 
bisons "Head-Smashed-In 
Bison Jump Complex" 

Lieu: Alberta 

Etat partie: Canada 

Date: 30 Decerrbre 1980 

B) ~ION DE L'ICQM)S 

Que Ie bien cul turel profOse soi t ins­
crit sur la liste du Patrim::>ine M:mdial. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Avec Head-Srrashed-In Bison Jump, l'I­
coms reccmn:mde I' inscription sur la 
liste du Patrim::>ine Mondial, au titre du 
critere VI, d 'un site directerrent et ma­
teriellernent associe a la survie de lIes 
pece hurraine aux temps prehistoriques. 

Si tue au sud-ouest de la Province d' Al ~ 
berta, Head-Srrashed-In Bison Jump est 
Ie plus important site de chasse repere 
jusqu' a ce jour. A la limite des colli­
nes et des grands plateaux coupes de pas 
ses naturelles se dresse une haute fa­
laise de gres • Ce relief de cuesta se 
pretai t de fa~on ideale aux techniques 
primitives de la chasse. 

Le gibier, essentiellernent constitue 
par des troupeaux de bisons (American 
Buffalo), etait d'abord rassemble dans 
les paturages des plateaux, bordes a 
l'ouest par des col lines et a l'est par 
la falaise. Les betes etaient fOusSeeS 
par des rabatteurs vers Ie lieu du mas­
sacre : un pramontoire surplarnbant la 
vallee de 18 metres environ. Au pied de 
cette trappe naturelle, plusieurs ate­
liers de de~age et d'equarrissage 

IDRLD HERITAGE LIST 

A) IDENI'IFICATION 

Nomination: Head-Smashed-In Bison Jump 
Complex 

Location: Alberta 

State party: Canada 

Date: Decerrber 30, 1980 

B) ICOMJS RECOMMENDATION 

'Ihat the proposed cultural property be 
included on the World Heritage List. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

By its proposal that the inclUsion of 
Head-Smashed-In Bison Jump on the World 
Heri tage List be based on criterion VI, 
ICOIDS is reconm:mding a site directly 
and materially associated with the sur­
vi val of the human race during the pre­
historic period. 

Situated in the south-NeSt of the 
province of Alberta, Head-Smashed-In 
Bison Jump is one of the rrost inpor­
tant hunting sites wh±d1 has been 
identified to date. At the edge of a 
landscape of hills and of highlands 
cut by natural passes, a high sand­
stone cliff falls off to the east. 
'Ibis coastal relief lends itself ideall~ 
to prirni ti ve hunting rrethods. 

The game, essentially composed of 
herds of bison (American buffalo) , 
\toJere first gathered in the pastures 
of the highlands, bordered on the 
west by hills and on the east by the 
cliff. The animals were driven by 
" beaters" towards the place where the 
massacre would take place : a oro­
rrontory plunging ca. 18 rreters into 
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prenaient place, aux cOtes de zones consa­
crees au travail du cuir et de l'os. 

Le site a ete utilise pour 1 'abattage 
des bisons de 3600 a 2600 avant J.C., puis, 
de fa90n occasionnelle, vers 900 avant J.C. 
enfin, en continuite, de 200 environ de 
notre ere a 1850. 

Explore pour la praniere fois en 1938, il 
fait l'Objet, depuis 1960, de fouilles sys­
tematiques qui ont considerablerrent enrichi 
la connaissance de l'armement et de l'outil­
lage preh.istoriques, rcais surtout trans for­
me les notions courantes concernant l' utili­
sation du gibier pour la nourriture, 1 'ha­
billement et l'habitation. 

Par son ampleur (on a deja identifie dans 
Ie charnier olusieurs milliers de carcasses 
de gibier) Head-Srrashed-In Bison Jump laisse 
loin derriere lui les sites analogueS d' Eu­
rope decouverts au siecle dernier oorme 80-
lutre en France (abattage de chevaux sauva­
ges) ou Vistonitze en Tchecoslovaquie (abat­
tage de jeunes rnarmouths) . 

Une ettrle c:orrq;arati ve, rortant sur des 
sites d' abattage voisins de la prairie am§­

ricaine a pennis de conclure a 1 'evidente 
priorite du complexe remarquablement bien 
conserve de Head-Srrashed-In Bison Jtnnp, au­
jourd 'hui protege par Ie Provincial Resources 

Act. 

the valley below. At the foot of this natural 
trap, several ateliers for drawing and 
quartering were placed alongside of areas 
devoted to workin9 the hides and the bones. 

The site was used for the slaughter of 
bison from 3,600 B.C. to 2,600 B.C., then 
intermittently tCMard 900 B.C., and finally, 
OOT):t-inuously fran 200 A.D. to 1850. 

Explored for the first tirrE in 1938, 
since 1960, it has been the object of 
systematic excavations which have con­
siderably enriched the knCMledge of pre­
historic anns and tools, and above all, 
transfonred current thinking on the use 
of game as food and in clothing and lodg­
ing. 

By its size (several thousands of car­
casses of gam: have already been identi­
fied in the midden), Head-Smashed-In Bison 
Jtnnp broadly outdistances analogous sites 
discovered in the last centwy in Europe, 
such as Solutre in France (slaughter of 
wild horses) or Vistonice in Czechoslovakia 
(slaughter of young rnarmouths). 

A canparative study dealing with neigh­
boring slaughter sites of the American 
plains underscores the evident priority of 
the remarkably well preserved canplex of 
Head-Smashed-In Bison Jtnnp, today under the 
Drotection of the Provincial Resources Act. 

IOOMDS. Paris, Avril 1981. 


