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LISTE DU PATRIM)]NE IDNDIAL 

A) IDENI'IFlCATION 

Bien propose : La Vieille Ville de Jeru­
salem (El-Qods) et ses 
rerrparts 

Lieu : Departerrent de Jerusalem 

Etat partie : Royaurre Hachemite de Jor­
danie 

Date: 16 oecerrbre 1980 

B) :RECOMMMIDATION DE L' lCOMJS 

Que Ie bien cul turel propose soi t 
inscri t sur la tiste du Patrinoine 
Mondial. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Les titres de Jerusalem a une inscrip­
tion sur la liste du Patrirroine Mondial 
sont si norrbreux et si evidents qu' il 
est surprenant que ce bien culturel n'ai 
pas fait l' objet d' une protnsi tion des 
avant 1980. 

- L' leaDS recormande essentiellerrent 
l' inscription au titre du critere VI: 
Jerusalem est directerrent et rnaterielle­
rnent asseciee a l'histoire des trois 
grandes religions rronotheistes de l' huma­
nite, Ie judaisme, Ie christianisme et 
I 'Islam. 

- II va sans dire que Ie cri tere II 
peut etre egaJ.errent invoque a protns des 
rronuments majeurs de' la ville, conme Ie 
Saint-Sepulcre ou Ie DOme du Rocher qui 
ont exerce respecti vem:mt une influence 
considerable sur Ie developpement de 

mRLD HERITAGE LIST N° 148 (ReV.) 

A) IDENI'IFlCATION 

Nomination: 'Ihe Old City of Jerusalem 
(Al-Quds) and its walls 

Location: Depa.rt::nent of Jerusalem 

State party : Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan 

Date: Decerrber 16, 1980 

B) ICXM)S RECCF-1MENDATION 

'Ihat the proposed cultural property be 
incltrled on the World Heritage List. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

'Ihe claims of Jerusalem to inclusion 
on the World Heritage List are so nurre:r­
ous and so evident that it is surprisin~ 
that this cultural property has not been 
pr0tnsed before 1980. 

- ICCMJS bases its recormendation for 
inscription essentially on criterion VI. 
Jerusalem is directly and materially 
associated with the history of the three 
great rronotheistic religions of mankind, 
Judaism, Christianity and Isla!l1ism. 

- It is evident that criterion II may 
be cited as well with regard to the rraj01 

rronuments of the city, such as the 
Churdl of the Holy Sepulchre or the Dane 
of the Rock which have respectivelyex:­

erted a considerable influence on the de­
veloprent of Christian and MJslem reli­
gious architecture. 
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I' architecture religieuse chretierme et 
nrusul.nan.e • 

- Enfin, Ie critere III fournirait,s'il 
en etai t besoin, des argurrents supplenen­
taires et aecisifs. I.e site de Jerusalem, 
habi te sans interruption depuis les tenps 
prehi.storiques apporte toute une serie de 
terroignages exceptionnels sur des ci vill­
sations disparues: celIe des Jebuseens 
( du IIIe rnillenaire aux environs de I' an 
1000 av.J.C.), celIe des Hebreux, de David 
au siege de Titus, en 70 de I' ere chre­
tienne, celIe de l'Errpire romain, dent 
Aelia capi tolina fut, a partir de 135, 
une des plus grandes colonies d'Orient, 
puis celIe de Byzance, sans nErre parler 
des civilisations m§dievales successive­
rrent caracrerisees par la ooex:i..stence 
des Arabes et des Chretiens de 638 a 1099, 
par l'intennSde latin definitiverrent 
clos en 1244, et par la domination tur­
q1E qui connut son apogee sous Ie regne 
de Soliman Ie Magnifique. 

La force nErre des raisons qui mill tent 
irresistiblenent en faveur de l' inscrip­
tion de Jerusalem sur la liste du Patri­
rroine M:>ndial incite l'Ia::>M)S a fonnuler 
de maniere particuliererrent pressante des 
suggestions portant sur I' etendu: du pE§­
rirrEtre de protection et des recormanda­
tions concernant la nature des biens a 
conserver. 

Ces suggestions et ces recommndations 
reproduisent de rcaniere si precise celles 
qui ont ete presentees en 1980 a l'occa-' 
sion de l'inscription du centre histori­
q1E de Rorre qu' il conviendrai t peut-etre 
de se dercander si des regles particulie­
res ne devraient pas etre edictees, con­
cernant I' eligibill te des grands ensem­
bles urbains sur la liste du Patrimoine 
~ndial. 

2) per:i.rnetre de protection 

De m§roo qu' a Rorre la limitation au rnur 
d 'Aurelien exceptai t de l'inscription des 
ensarbles majeurs, de m§rre a Jerusalem Ie 
choix de I' enceinte de la vieille ville 
conme limite fait ecarter de fa¥on ami­
traire et injustifiee des 'sites archeolo­
giques et des ensercbles rrommentaux de 
premier ordre: au nord, les carrieres de 
Salom:m et Ie torrbeau di t des Rois, une 
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- Finally, if it were necessary, criterion 
III would furnish supplementary and decisive 
arguments for its inscription. The site of 
Jerusalem, which has been continuously inhab­
ited fran prehisto:ry, presents a series of 
exceptional testirronies to its vanished civi­
lizations: that of the Jebusites (fran the 
third millenium to ca. 1,000 before Christ) ; 
also', that of the Hebrews, fran David to 
the sieqe of Titus in 70 A.D.; that of the 
Ranan EnDire, of which Aelia capi tolina, fran 
135, becarce one of the rrost important Eastern 
colonies; and, of course, that of Byzantium, 
not to rrention the successive nedieval ci vj­
lizations characterized by the co-existence 
of Arabs and .Christians fran 638 to 1099, by 
a short western interlude tenninated de-

finitively in 1244 and by the Turkish dani­
nation which reached its neak under the 
reign of Sulaiman the ~1aglrificent. 

The confidence with v7hich it views the in­
clusion of Jerusalem on the Norld Heritage 
List has prartpted ICDMJS to exoress its sug­
gestions pertaining to the extent of the 
zone of protection and its recc::mrendations 
concerning- the nature of the properties to 
be preserved with a particular sense of urgency. 

These suggestions and recamendations so 
exactly correspond with those which were pre"" 
~ented in 1980, at the time of the inclusion 
of the historic center of Rare, that it would 
perhaps be useful to consider whether a spe­
cial set of guidelines defining the eligibility 
of large urban centers for inclusion on the 
W:>rld Heritage List should not be adopted. 

1) ZOne of orotection 

In the case of Rare, the limitation of the 
Aurelian Wall excluded the inclusion of seve­
ral major ensembles; in the case of Jerusalem, 
it is the choice of the walls of the old city 
as a limit that excludes, in an arbitrary and 
unjustified manner, first-rate archeological 
sites and rronumental canolexes. To the north, 
the quarries of Solaron, the so-called tanh 
of the Kings, an hypogeum fran the 1st century 
A.D.; to the east, the Mount of Olives; to 
the south, the pool of Siloan, fed by the 
spring of Gihon via the tunnel of Hezek.iah 
(VIIIth century B.C.), the village of Siloan 
(Silw§n) with the tanbs of the Judges, 
strongly marked by hellenistic influence, 
and the site of Gethsanane. Finally, close 
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hY?Qgee du Ier siecle de llere chretienne, 
a llest, Ie r-bnt des Oliviers, au sud la 
piscine de Siloe, alimentee a la source 
du Gihon par Ie tunnel d I Ezechias (VIIIerre 
siecle avant J.C.) et Ie village de Siloe 
(Silwful) avec les tarrbeaux des Juges, tres 
m:uques par llinfluence hellemque et Ie 

to the south-west angle of the wall, the 
churches of the Holy Saviour and the Dormi tion, 
the house of Caiaphas and the Caenaculum, 

site de la Gehenne. Enfin, tout pres de 
11 angle sud-ouest de 11 enceinte, les egli­
ses du Saint-Sauveur et de la Dormi.. tion, 
la naison de caiphe, Ie Cenacle, lieu de 
cul te essentiel dans les trois religions 
puisqu I il passe p:)ur abri ter Ie torrbeau 
de David. 

Sans se prononcer sur la delimitation 
exacte du peri.rcletre de protection sou-
hai table, 11 ICX)M)S reoomnande tres ins­
tarmen.t qu I aucun de ces sites et rronurrents 
ne soi t excepte des propositions c:x:xTPle­
rrentaires annoncees dans Ie fOrmulaire 
d I inscription. 

2) Nature de la protection 

an essential link between three religions, 
as it is thought to house the tcmb of David. 

\A1hile reserving its opinion as to the exact 
determination of the desirable limits of 
the zone to be protected, ImM)S urgently 
recamends that none of these sites or 
rronUI'teI1ts be excluded fran the canplerrentary 
proposals included in the inscription fonn. 

2) Nature of the protection 

~1hereas in the case of Rane, only antique 
rronUI'teI1ts dating fran before Constantine I s 
reign were considered in the request pre -
sented by Italy, in the case of Jerusalem, 
the majority of the vestiges previous to 
Constantine have not been cited. No special 
rrention is made of the imposing remains of 
the Jebusite enclosing walls, of the walls 
of the city of David, or of the vestiges 
of h.ellenistic Jerusalem. No photographs 

Alors qu I a Rone seuls les rronurrents of the great walls of Hercx:l, uncovered in 
antiques antmeurs a Constantin etaient 1968 by Mazar and Bendov, have been attached 
pris en consideration dans la demande pre- to the dossier, where, rroreover, no 
sentee par llItalie, a Jerusalem la plu- dOCUI'teI1tation is to be fOtmd on the Ronan 
part des vestiges anterieurs a Constantin portal of Aelia Caoitolina, absorbed in 
ne sont pas indiques. II n I est fait aucune the interior of the convent of the Danes 
rrention speciale des restes inposants de de Sion. 
11 enceinte Jebuseenne et des murs de la The list justifying the request for 
Cite de David, ni des vestiges de la Jeru- inclusion begins only in 335 with a Chris -
salem hellenistiquei aucune P'lotographie tian rronurrent consecrated by Constantine 
des rnurailles d I Herode retrouvees a partir the church of the Holy Sepulchre. This 
de 1968 par Mazar et Bendov n lest annexee emphasis on m::>demity would not see."ll to 
au dossier oil lion ne trouve pas davanta- be of such a nature as to reinforce the 
ge de docurrentation sur la p:)l:te rarraine clalins of Jerusalem for inclusion on the 
dlAelia capitolina, englobee a llinterieur WJrld Heritage List, based on criteria 
du couvent des Darres de Sion. II, III, VI, the rrore so, since numerous 

La liste justifiant la derrande d I inscrip- rredieval and rrodem rronurrents have been 
tion ne debute qui avec un rronurrent chre- excluded, probably because they have under-
tien, Ie Saint-Sepulcre, oonsacre en 335 gone restorations. 
par Constantin. Ce parti-pris de nodernite 
ne parait pas de nature a renforcer les 
titres de Jerusalem a une inscription sur 
la liste du Patrirroine rbndial fondee sur 
les cri teres II, III et VI, d I autant que 
beaucoup de rronurrents m§dievaux et rroder­
nes ont ete exceptes, sans ooute en raison 
des restaurations subies.' 

L I ICX)M)S reaffime sa doctrine selon 
laquelle, s I agissant d I un centre his tori -

With regard to the inscription of an 
historic center, I<XMJS reaffinns its 
position following which, the protection 
must take into account, in so far as 
possible, the whole of the archeological 
and rronurrental heritage. The old city of 
Jerusalem, which in 1948, 1969 and again 
recently, has undergone the tribulations 
of severe destruction followed by a rapid 
urbanization, deserves to be preserved in 

'. 



que , 1a protection doi t prendre en corrp­
te, dans 1a I"t'k:Sure du possible, l' enserrb1e 
du patriIroine archeo1ogique et rrommental. 
La viei11e ville de Jerusalem, qui a subi 
en 1948, en 1969 et plus recemrent encore 
l' epreuve de destructions severes sui vies 
d 'une urbanisation rapide, merited' etre 
conservee dans son integri te, te11e que 
l'ont rrode1ee au cours des ages 1es civili­
sations qui s 'y succederent, qui s 'en dis­
puterent 1a possession ou qui parvinrent 
a cohabiter pacifiquement dans cette ville 
trois fois sainte. 
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its entirety, as it has been shaped through 
time by succeeding civilizations which 
disputed its possession or which came to 
live together peacefully in this city 
hallowed by three religions. 

ICOMOS, Avril 1981. 


