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'lhat the cultural property proposed be 
included on the World Heritage List. 

C) JGS~IFICATIO~ 

Persepolis, fondee par Ie roi Darius Ier PerseIX>lis, fOlID.ded by the king Darius I 
en 518 av.J .C., etait la ville dynastique in 518 B.C., was the exanple par excellence 
par excellence, Ie syrrbole de la rronarchie of the dynastic city, the syrrbol of the 
acherreru.de, ce qui lui valut d 'etre incen-: Achaemid dynasty, which is why it was bur­
dioo par les Grecs d' Alexandre en 330 av. I ned by the Greeks of Alexandra in 330 B.C. 
J.C •• Ce qu'il en reste aujourd'hui, c'est) What retrains today, dominating the city, 
l' iImense terrasse en pierre (530x330 In.) I is the imrense stone terrace (530 meters . 
rni-naturelle, rni-artificielle, qui, adoss~ by 330 meters), half natural, half artifi":' 
a la rrontagne, dorninai t la ville. La, corn- cial, backed against the rrountains. '!here, 
me sur lID. piedestal, les rois amerreru.des : as if on a pedestal, the Achaemid kings, 
Darius (522-486 av.J .C.), son fils Xerxes . Darius (522-486 B.C.) , his son Xerxes {486~ 
(486-465 aV.J.C.) et son petit-fils Arta- . 465 B.C.) and his grand-son Artaxerxes 
xerxes (465-424 aV.J.C.) avaient edifie lID.i (465-424 B.C.) built a splendid palatial 
splendide oorrplexe palatial: propyloos, i corrplex : propylaea, fonral halls, private 
salles d' apparat et apparterrents pri ves appart::nents opening into courts linked by· 
donnant sur des caurs relioos par des cau-' staggered corrieors, based on ~opotarni.an 
lairs a chicane, suivant les rrodeles rresQ-, forerunners. As in M:sopotarrd.a, the prin­
potamiens. Corme en Mesopotarrd.e, Ie materi';' cipal building material was dried brick; 
au principal etait la brique Cr'l.E, rnais la: yet, the ashlar, mainly used for supp::>rting 
pierre de taille, largement utilisoo IX>ur : elements {jarrbs and lintels of OooJ:Ways, 
les elenents IX>rteurs (janbages et linteaux casings, window-breastings, bases and 
de portes, charrbranles, alleges, bases, . capitals, etc.), for rronurrental d::x)l:ways 
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chapi teaux etc •.. ), p:mr les portes rronurren­
tales, pour les vastes surfaces sculptees, a 
heureuserrent survecu aux atteintes du tenps. 

L 'ICOM)S reconrnande I' inscription sur la 
Liste du Patrirroine M:mdial au titre des cri­
teres 1, III et VI. 

I) La terrasse de Persepolis offre Ie specta­
cle d' une grandiose creation archi tecturale 
avec son escalier d' acces a ranpe double, ses 
rrrurailies reoouvertes de frises sculptees sur 
plusieurs registres, ses propylees cantonnees, 
a la rrode assyrienne, de gigantesques taureaux 
ailes, les vestiges de ses salles irrrrenses. 
L'allegerrent ooncerte des toitures et l'ernploi 
de linteaux de bois pemrirent aux archi tectes 
des Achem§nides Ie reoours, dans des espaces 
degages, a un nonbre restreint de oolonnes, 
etonnarrent elancees (1,60 m. de dia:metre pour 
20 m. de haut environ) sur leur base carrpani­
fome et ooiffees de chapi teaux typiques ou, 
au-des sus de volutes doubles, deux avant-trains 
de taureaux agenouilles, dos a dos, tendent 
leurs nUCIU=s accolees et leurs tetes jurrelles 
a I' entrecroiserrent des poutres du plafond. 

III) Get ensemble d'acces solennels, de rampes 
rronurrentales, de salles du trOne (Apadana), de 
salles de reception et de batirrents annexes 
se classe pamri les tres grands sites archeo­
logiques du rronde, de ceux qui n' ont point 
d' equivalents et deli vrent un terroignage d' une 
quali te unique sur lIDe tres ancienne ci vilis a­
tion. 

VI) La terrasse de Persepolis reste, comre 
I' avai t voulu son fondateur Darius Ier, I' ima­
ge rrerre de la rronarchie achem§nide, Ie haut 
lieu ou reapparaissent inlassablerrent les 
effigies senblables du roi, ici vainqueur d' lID 
rronstre, la porte sur son tr6ne par ses enne­
mis defai ts, ou s' allongent sans fin les lon­
gues oohortes sculptees de guerriers et de 
gardes du oorps, de digrii taires, de porteurs 
de tribu€S. 

and for vast sculpted surfaces, has happily 
survived the vicissitudes of time. 

ICOM)S reOOItl'lEnds that this cultural 
property be inscribed on the World Heritage 
List on the basis of criteria I, III and VI 

I) 'Ihe terrace of Persepolis, with its dou­
ble flight of access stairs, its walls 
oovered by sculpted friezes at various leve 
contingent Assyrianesque propylaea , the 
gigantic winged bulls, and the remains of 
large halls, is still a grandiose archi tee­
tural creation. The studied lightening of 
the roofing and the use of wooden lintels 
allo.ved the Achaemid architects to use, in 
open areas, a m:inim3.l nurrber of astonish­
hingly slender oolurms (1,60 neters in dia­
neter vis a vis a height of about 20 rreters 
They are . surrrounted by typical capitals 
where, resting on double volutes, the fore­
quarters of two kneeling bulls, placed 
back-to-back, extend their ooupled necks 
and their twin heads, directly under the 
intersections of the beams of the ceiling. 

III) This enserrble of rnajectic approadles, 
rronurrental stai:rways, throne rooms (Apadana 
reception rooms and annex buildings is 
classified arrong the world's greatest archa­
eological sites, arrong those which have no 
equivalent and whidl bear witness of a 
unique quality to a rrost ancient ci viliza­
tion. 

VI) The terrace of Persepolis oontinues to 
be, as its fOlIDder Darius Would have wished 
the image of the Achaernid rronarchy itself, 
the surrmit where likenesses of the king 
reappears unceasingly, here as the conquero: 
of a rronster I there carried on his throne 
by the downtrodden eneIt¥, and where lengthy 
cohorts of sculpted warriors and lifeguards 
digni taries and tribute bearers parade 
endlessly. 

IOJM)S, Paris. 


