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Tanzania will host an International Conference on Safeguarding African World Heritage as a Driver of Sustainable Development. The Conference will take place in Arusha at Arusha International Convention Center from 31 May-3 June 2016. Prime Minister Hon. Majaliwa Kassim Majaliwa and the Representative of the Director General of UNESCO, Dr. Mechtild Rössler are expected to grace the opening ceremony by delivering a speech on 31st May, 2016.
This Conference is jointly organised by the United Republic of Tanzania and UNESCO and its World Heritage Centre. The Conference will bring together a wide range of stakeholders and experts in the fields of development and heritage conservation:  private sector representatives, development banks and other development partners, universities, national environmental regulators, cultural heritage institutions, local authorities, African youth and women, heritage experts, site managers, academics, as well as members of the Advisory Bodies (ICOMOS, ICCROM and IUCN) to the World Heritage Committee.
Tanzania is endowed with rich and diverse natural and cultural heritage.  The country has seven properties in the UNESCO World Heritage List.  These are Serengeti National Park, Ngorongoro Crater, Selous Game Reserve, Kilimanjaro National Park, Stone Town of Zanzibar, Ruins of Kilwa Kisiwani and Ruins of Songo Mnara and Kondoa Rock Art.  These sites have been nominated to UNESCO World Heritage Sites List due to their Outstanding Universal Values (OUV).  Accordingly, Tanzania has been in the forefront in implementing the UNESCO 1972 Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage. These are among other factors that have made Tanzania to be honoured to host this Conference. 

The Conference is based on the 2015 Policy Document for the Integration of a Sustainable Development Perspective into the Processes of the World Heritage Convention and aims to explore methods to strengthen the three dimensions of sustainable development: environment sustainability, inclusive social and economic development while also fostering peace and security. In the current context of rapidly evolving demographics and climate change, increasing inequalities and threats to heritage and diminishing natural resources, there is clearly a need to consider conservation objectives, including those promoted by the World Heritage Convention within a broader economic, social, cultural and environmental context, as defined by the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals. The expected Outcome of this Conference will be:
· Reviewing activities undertaken in this field and highlighting the successes of local projects while establishing an Operational Action Plan for the years to come; 
· Encouraging States Parties, national and local authorities to take measures at local, sub-regional, regional, and national levels to conserve heritage as an integral part of sustainable development;
· Addressing the question of sustainable development in educational programmes in various learning settings, up to universities, by involving children, youth and academics and addressing sustainability challenges through Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) at these different levels;
· Encouraging women and men to increase their involvement in projects linked to heritage conservation and sustainable development;
· Developing partner networks, accelerating sustainable solutions at local levels, with a view to promoting cooperation projects, and synergy beyond the conference; and, 

· Examining damages through conflict and post-conflict recovery of heritage sites and resources through case studies including: Timbuktu (Mali), Sukur (Nigeria), Garamba National Park and Virunga National Park (Democratic Republic of the Congo). 

Moreover the Conference will come up with a Declaration that will be issued at Ngorongoro Conservation Area on 4th June 2016. 
