






































































































































AGREEMENT 

 

Between 

 

Director of the Białowieża National Park, based in Białowieża (Poland) 

and 

Director of the National Park “Bialowieża Forest”, based in Kamieniuki (Belarus) 

and 

Head Forester of the Białowieża Forest District, based in Białowieża (Poland) 

and 

Head Forester of the Browsk Forest District, based in Browsk (Poland) 

and 

Head Forester of the Hajnówka Forest District, based in Hajnówka (Poland) 

 

Signed in Białowieża on February 11,  2014 

regarding preparation and implementation of the Management Plan  

for the World Heritage Site, the Bialowieza Forest 

 

 

The Agreement expresses the will of cooperation of the parties regarding: 

1. Preparation of Management Plan for the World Heritage Property Bialowieza Forest, 

hereinafter referred to as Management Plan 

2. Implementation of Management Plan for the World Heritage Property Bialowieza 

Forest according to the competences of the bodies managing the World Heritage 

Property Bialowieza Forest. 

 

The aim of this agreement is effective cooperation in activities directed at preparation and 

implementation of the Management Plan taking into consideration the basic principles: 

 

1. Outstanding Universal Value is reflected in: 

 Ancient forest where natural processes were not interrupted during historic times; 

 Numerous relict species of primeval forests; 

 Wild European bison population – a species rescued from extinction 

 Presence of numerous rare and endangered species of fungi, plants and animals 

and the existence of a whole complexity of relations among elements of 

ecosystem; 

 All development stages – the structure of the Site guarantees the continuity of the 

ongoing natural and environmental processes as well as a favourable conservation 

status of a whole range of communities and species forming the unique diversity of 

the ecosystems. The mosaic of natural phenomena and its dynamics as well as the 

rich and diverse habitats are of outstanding importance as essential habitats for 

numerous species typical of natural forest ecosystems of the temperate climate 

zone. 

 

2. The World Heritage Site Bialowieza Forest will always be the place, where: 

 The conservation of wild nature and respect for the unique combination of 

elements in the ecosystem constitute the basic principle of the Site’s management; 

the tree stand is mainly composed of old-growth natural forests of primeval 

character; 



 Research on natural processes and biodiversity is carried out and the results are 

available for the interested organisations as well as people; 

 Visitors are admitted exclusively in a way that sustains its natural values while 

more intensive tourism and recreation is channelled to the buffer zone; 

 People live in harmony with nature and care for the natural environment and the 

level of environmental awareness is raised by constant education, 

 Local community benefits from the well-being of nature. 

 

3. The main objective of the Site’s management is to preserve natural processes and the 

unique combination of habitats and species in the forest; the old-growth natural forests are 

covered by special protection. The existing hydrological regime shall be maintained  and 

non-natural water ecosystems will be managed with the view to sustain the existing water-

dependent plant and animal communities. 

 

Nature protection  

Protection of old-growth forest 

The primeval old-growth forest will be left without direct human interference.   

Its protection is the general principle of the Site’s management; no activities shall be 

carried out except for scientific research, education, limited and monitored tourism, 

keeping paths clear of fallen trees as well as fire prevention.  

Apart from the area of strict protection, natural regeneration of the forest will be 

promoted, supported by planting new trees and shrubs indigenous to the Białowieża 

Forest, if such need arises.  

Species protection 

All species and habitats protected by the national law, EU directives and international 

conventions will be protected. However, in the Strictly Protected Area no protective 

treatments shall be performed.  

Limiting exploitation  

Tree cutting and population size adjustment of game species may be executed only if it is 

required for habitat conservation and not for economic purposes.  

Protection of the river valleys and wetlands 

River valleys and wetlands will retain their present character. The areas which were 

altered by human activity in the past and are currently regarded as valuable habitats will 

retain their open character by such treatments as chopping and mowing.    

Hydrological regime 

Management of man-made water ecosystems will be maintained in a way that will ensure 

long-term survival of the existing plant communities as well as water and water-dependent 

animal communities. It will exclude the negative effects on the ground water level in the 

surrounding ecosystems. The main aim is to maintain the existing water regime.  

No drainage works will take place. It might be necessary to slow down the outflow of 

water from the ecosystem in selected areas. Should such a need arise, relevant activities 

shall be undertaken.  

Archeological and historical objects 

Archeological sites and objects of historical importance will be preserved.  

 

Research 

Research on natural processes and biodiversity 

The basic aims of scientific research are as follows: complex knowledge of all natural 

elements, phenomena and processes as well as recognition of the impact of various forms 



of human activity on nature and the improvement of nature conservation methods. 

Research on natural processes and biodiversity are to be prioritised; 

Research on rare and endangered species 

Rare and endangered species will be studied and monitored, especially those typical of  

natural forests and relict species. Study of relatively unknown groups, mainly of 

invertebrates and fungi, will be supported; 

Research regulations 

Scientific research and monitoring are organised according to principles of scientific 

exploration applied in the national parks of the Białowieża Forest and accepted by the 

relevant Scientific Councils. Each research proposal is opinionated by the Scientific 

Council of the Park. Non-invasive observational methods of scientific exploration are 

applied. Scientific experiments, especially those which cause irreversible alteration of the 

environment and natural processes or threaten plants, fungi, animals or landscapes of the 

Białowieża Forest are forbidden. In the areas outside the boundaries of the National Parks 

of the Białowieża Forest, managed by the Forest Districts of: Białowieża, Browsk and 

Hajnówka, research shall be carried out in accordance with the internal regulations of the 

State Forests, especially with regulations on scientific research – the reports on the 

research shall be presented to the Socio-Scientific Council of the Forest Promotional 

Complex „Białowieża Forest”, whose conclusions will be used for planning future 

activities and agreements with research institutions. Research conducted in the nature 

reserves must be accepted by the Director of the Regional Directorate of the 

Environmental Protection in Białystok.    

 

Education 

Education development 

A wide array of education methods for the whole spectrum of the target groups is being 

developed and implemented, aimed at local communities and visitors. Education is 

regarded as the key to better protection of nature not only in the Białowieża Forest but 

also in a wider context. The Forest Districts of the Białowieża Forest carry out education 

measures according to 10-year Programmes of Forest Education of the Society; 

Education and involvement of local communities 

Training courses on the subject of nature and environmental protection are organised. As a  

result the awareness of the natural and cultural values of the Site will be raised, leading to 

a better understanding of stakeholders, including managing authorities, local community 

and visitors, of the necessary activities and limitations imposed in the area of the 

Białowieża Forest.   

 

Involvement 

Campaign for involvement 

A long-term campaign will be implemented, aimed at involving people in the issues 

concerning the natural environment that surrounds them. Change in the traditional attitude 

of the people towards the environment is a difficult and time-consuming process which 

demands participation of different social and professional groups as well as media.   

Maintaining regulations concerning harvesting of forest resources 

Collection of mushrooms and berries will be permitted outside the strictly protected areas 

of the Site. This will maintain the connection between the local community and the forest 

and stress non-productive forest functions.  

 

Tourism and Recreation 

Accessibility to the strictly protected areas 



The strictly protected areas of the national parks can be accessed only by unmarked tourist 

paths in groups not larger than 20 people and with a guide.  

Accessibility to the Property outside the strictly protected areas 

Outside the strictly protected areas, the Site may be accessed by marked tourists paths, 

and according to national regulations on forests forming the State Property of Poland.  

 

4. Existing and potential threats 

The following main threats to the Outstanding Universal Values of the Site have been 

identified:  

 Water regime changes (reductions in groundwater levels, disappearing of small water 

bodies, seasonal drying of small water courses); 

 Deterioration in the health of the European bison caused by inbreeding and outbreaks 

of new diseases and emerging of new parasites; 

 Eutrofication of soils leading to regression of habitats on poor soils; 

 Vanishing of species (e.g. termophilous and boreal) and isolation of their populations; 

 Emergence and spreading of alien and invasive species; 

 Potential uncontrolled development of tourist infrastructure in the vicinity of the Site; 

 Ecological disasters, including fire hazard. 

 

5. Disaster prevention 

Fire is regarded as the main disaster which may affect the Site. This implies the need to 

maintain a network of roads to enable access to the threatened area. Some roads, which 

are not recognized as of great importance from the security point of view, will be no 

longer maintained.  

Detailed information on fire prevention and actions to be taken in case of fire is included 

in management plans for particular parts of the World Heritage Site. 

 

6. Buffer zone 

The buffer zone is necessary for maintaining the outstanding universal value of the Site. 

The activities promoted within the buffer zone involve renaturalisation of altered 

ecosystems, education, tourism, promotion of the Site, maintaining local traditions, green 

agriculture and sustainable development.  

Management activities in the buffer zone situated within the borders of the both countries 

will be defined in the management plan for the Property. 

 

7. Transboundary cooperation 

Steering Committee of the Transboundary World Heritage Site 

 The establishment and tasks of the Steering Committee are regulated by a separate 

agreement; 

 If needed, stakeholders from outside the Committee and experts may be invited to the 

meetings; 

 The Committee will deal with issues concerning  

o Protection of the Outstanding Universal Value of the Site,  

o management  

o monitoring of the World Heritage Site and its buffer zone.  

The members of the Committee will raise problems concerning the Site as one natural 

system and the emerging threats as well as exchange information on the natural 



processes, phenomena and planned activities – their justification and the effectiveness 

of the applied methods.   

 

8. Implementation programme 

 

 On October 24, 2013, the Polish party (Forest Districts of Białowieża, Browsk and 

Hajnówka in accordance with the Director of the Regional Directorate of State Forests 

in Białystok and the Białowieża National Park) signed the cooperation agreement on 

establishing the Steering Committee for the World Heritage Site Bialowieza Forest;   

 Parties to this agreement (Polish and Belarusian) signed on this day declare that within 

60 days an agreement will be prepared on the establishment and competences of the 

Steering Committee of the Transboudary World Heritage Site; 

 The Steering Committee of the Transboudary World Heritage Site will continue the 

efforts of the working group which prepared the renomination dossier, consisting of 

the representatives of the managing authorities of the Property in its proposed 

boundaries, and its competences will be consistent with the agreement on establishing 

the Steering Committee for the World Heritage Site Bialowieza Forest, concluded on 

October 24, 2013.   

 The Steering Committee of the Transboudary World Heritage Site will develop the 

management plan for the Property which will be accepted by State Parties and 

presented to the UNESCO World Heritage Centre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Director of the Białowieża National Park (Poland) 

 

 

 

 

Manager of the Białowieża Forest District (Poland) 

 

 

 

 

Manager of the Browsk Forest District (Poland) 

 

 

 

 

Manager of the Hajnówka Forest District (Poland)  

 

 

 

 

 

Director of the National Park “Białowieża Primeval Forest” (Belarus) 
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