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I. Introduction

In June 1994, UNESCO and ICOMOS (International Council on Monuments and Sites) organized an expert meeting to present the main conclusions adopted by UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee in December 1994. These conclusions resulted from the identification of a Global Strategy for the establishment of a representative and balanced World Heritage List. Since then, the evaluation criteria for a nomination have been revised in accordance with the precepts of that Strategy, in order to include new categories or topics as cultural landscapes, modern architecture or industrial heritage. Regional expert meetings were organized to study the possible contributions to the World Heritage List and, since 1998, Global Strategy Action Plans have been established for each region. 

In 1996, the World Heritage began its Global Strategy activities in the Caribbean region, with a round table on the Convention, at St. Kitts and Nevis. In 1998, Dominica organized a Regional Conference on social, cultural and economic activities dependent on World Heritage in the Caribbean. Since then, the World Heritage Centre, through expert meetings, has completed a series of thematic studies. Fortifications (Cartagena de Indias, 1996 – publication 1997), Cultural Heritage of the Caribbean and the World Heritage Convention (Martinique, 1998 - -publication 2000), Natural heritage of the Caribbean and the World Heritage Convention (Paramaribo 2000), Plantation Methods (Paramaribo, 2001), Wooden Urban Heritage (Georgetown, 2003 – publication gone to press), Seminar to Identify Caribbean archaeological sites likely to be included in the World Heritage List (2003, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic), Expert Meeting for the preservation and conservation of the American Fortifications (2004, Campeche, Mexico).
The States Parties have received preparatory assistance from the World Heritage Fund to identify potential World Heritage properties (preparation of tentative lists) and/or the preparation of nominations for inscription.  In spite of the large number of pre-Columbian potential sites in the Region , the majority of the new nominations for inscription concern colonial sites (for the  most part historic centres and fortresses).  

The Centre also organized an International Seminar on Archaeological Sites in the Caribbean (Archaeological Heritage of the Caribbean Region) at the Museo del Hombre Dominicano of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, 7 and 8 July 2003.

Following this Seminar, and the lists which resulted from it, the next experts and governmental representative’s meeting will be held in Martinique in September 2004. A more in-depth evaluation of the archaeological heritage of the Caribbean and the best way to represent this heritage in all its diversity on the World Heritage List must now be undertaken.  

II. Chronological context and presentation of the region

To understand the Caribbean, consideration must first be given to the extent of the region, its insular make up, its wealth and environmental diversity. On the other hand, each island has lived its own history, since pre-Columbian colonization up to modern times, through various historic European colonizations.  The notion of “ cultural landscape ” (“combined works of nature and mankind” , Article 36 of the Guidelines concerning the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention) defines this diversity of insular sites.  Cultural landscapes illustrate the evolution of society and human establishments throughout the ages, modulated by the constraints and the benefits of their natural environment and the successive social, economic and cultural influences, internal and external. 

This region therefore transcends the carved up geographical and state concept in which properties with comparable characteristics are placed (each island has its own petroglyphs, sugar mills, fortifications, colonial towns). It is therefore appropriate to recognize the cultural cohesion of the region taking into account the notion of « roads », « networks » and transnational candidatures which federate the cultural values of the properties that, considered separately, would probably not have the outstanding characteristics justifying their inscription on the World Heritage List.

Furthermore, this region combines luxurious nature and an anthropization of several millennium. However, these anthropic works remain fragile in the face of natural risks (tornadoes, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions). 

A. Culturel Periods

Over nearly 60 years, the archaeologists of the Caribbean established a chronology of the different successive cultures in the Antilles archipelago during 7000 years. They retraced the evolution of material cultures (sites, artefacts, lithic, ceramic, paleobotanical and archeozoological remains) and the different ways of daily life of the pre-Columbian communities, thus demonstrating the presence of a diversity of cultural groups and chiefdoms.

The pre-Columbian populations of the Antilles and the Guyanas lived in nomadic communal groups. Individuals were both fishermen, hunters, collectors, but also itinerant gatherers and horticulturists by “slash-and-burn” farming.  Their geographical origin would be mainly the Orinoco Basin in Venezuela (Figure 1). They colonized the archipelago of the Lesser Antilles between 5000 B.C. and the arrival of C. Colombus (1500 A.D.). Colonization movements were numerous. 

Carved lithic tools belonging to Casimiroid groups (or Lithic Age) are known between 4000 and 2000 B.C.. In Cuba and Hispaniola and perhaps in Puerto Rico and Jamaica. A second series of lithic and shell tools of the Ortoiroid groups (or Archaïc Age) developed in 5000 BC in Trinidad and later in the northern part of the Smaller Antilles (like Saint Martin) and the Greater Antilles, until 2000 B.C.
The first groups to make ceramics, called the Saladoids, appeared around 500 B.C. The ceramic forms were similar, for the most part, throughout the archipelago, but variations in the styles of decoration suggest complex cultural processes.  According to present data, in 200 B.C., these ceramist groups were present in most of the islands of the Smaller Antilles with the exception of the small calcareous islands. 
Around 600/850 A.D., local developments and a new wave of migrations profoundly modified the social and economic systems of the ceramist groups.  The post-Saladoids colonized all the Lesser Antilles and the eastern part of the Greater Antilles. In 1000  A.D., new post-Saladoid influences (Ostionoïd in the Greater Antilles, Ostionoid and Troumassoid in the northern part of the Lesser Antilles, Troumassoïd and Suazoïd in the southern part of the Lesser Antilles, Dabajuroid in the continental islands to the south) brought very different stylistic expressions according to the archaeological sites.

This cultural mosaic (Figure 2) evolved until the Contact Period with the Europeans (1492/1550). The Chican Ostionoid subseries, assimulated with the Taino society, took shape around 1200  B.C., in the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Haïti and Cuba. At the same time, between 1100 and 1500 B.C., a Palmetto subseries was identified in the Bahamas. The Suazoid series (1000-1500 BC) of the southern Lesser Antilles was displaced to Tobago, St Vincent, in the Grenadines and in Dominica by the later Cayo series. Recent information on the northern part of the Lesser Antilles (Antigua, Anguilla, Saba, and Guadeloupe) indicates a complex social system with a later connection to the Taino. 

Ethnohistoric sources are difficult to measure with archaeological data in order to discern the ethnic groups and linguistic affiliations of this mosaic of later groups.  The map of chiefs and chiefdoms of the Antilles has only been partially reconstituted by the chroniclers and first explorers.

The arrival of C. Colombus and the Europeans in 1492 also greatly perturbed the cultural balance existing in the Antilles. Over a period of about ten years, the Dutch, English, Swedes, Italians, Spanish, Portuguese and the French colonised each island of the Caribbean. The Amerindians practically disappeared from the Caribbean in less than 50 years, through annihilation, assimilation, sickness and slavery. The establishment of towns, trading posts forts, commercial ports and slave plantations gave rise to numerous battles.  These first establishments, their political, architectural, commercial and cultural history are still very evident in the Antilles. The surviving Marron slaves and the Amerindians also left archaeological sites, witnesses to this troubled period and cultural interaction. 

B. Countries concerned

The insular Antilles arc (Figure 1) constitutes the visible part of a vast tectonic structure linking the Greater Antilles and the northern Bahamas, up to the north-east area of South America. The area surrounded by the tectonic plates of Nazca, Cocos (Pacific) and the Americas (North and South) is also a passage for the cyclones originating in the Atlantic Ocean.  This geological and climatic effervescence of the Caribbean is also reflected in its culture and history.
The Greater Antilles, to which is attached the archipelago of the Bahamas, comprising five big islands: Cuba, the Cayman Islands, Haiti, Jamaica and Puerto Rico, represents about nine-tenths of the surface of the visible Antilles arc.  The area is mountainous and the biotope very diversified.  These countries have large mineral deposits.  Jamaica is the world’s third producer of bauxite, and Cuba exploits nickel as well as non-ferrous  minerals.  

The archipelago of the Lesser Antilles is formed by about twenty main islands that run in a line from North to South over 900 km and separate the Caribbean Sea from the Atlantic Ocean.  Their area varies from 2 to 100,000 km.  Tectonic movements have developed successive volcanic insular arcs from east to west.  The Lesser Antilles comprise islands grouped in a double arc : an eastern arc, of ancient volcanic formation with eroded relief (Virgin Islands, St. Croix, Sombrero, Anguilla, Saint Martin, Saint-Barthelemy, Barbuda, Antigua, Grande-Terre de Guadeloupe, la Désirade, the islands of Petite Terre, Marie-Galante, south-west Martinique and Barbados) and a western arc, of recent volcanic formation, fairly high mountainous area (Saba, St. Eustatius, Saint-Kitts and Nevis, Redonda, Montserrat, Basse-Terre de Guadeloupe, les Saintes, Dominica, north Martinique, St Lucia, St. Vincent, Grenadines, Grenada). 

Furthermore, in the southern part on the continental Venezuelan plateau, the Caribbean is made up of continental islands, previously attached to the continent (Tobago, Trinidad, Margarita, Los Roques, Tortuga, Curaçao, Bonaire, Aruba, Saint André, Providence). The continental shelf of the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea is an important area of oil deposits, exploited at Trinidad and Tobago and the Netherlands Antilles. These continental islands have always been strongly subjected to the consequences of the animal, plant and human migrations from the continent. 

Circum-Caribbean countries surround the archipelago of the Caribbean (Mexico, Bélize, northern Colombia, northern Venezuela and the Orinoco Delta, Guyana, Surinam and French Guyana). The natural migration of animals and plants, as well as the anthropic movements, have effected and continue to directly influence the insular regional mosaic.

III.  World Heritage Convention

A. States Parties to the World Heritage Convention

Fourteen independent States (Table 1) have adhered to the World Heritage Convention, viz : Belize, Jamaica, Cuba, Haïti, Dominican Republic, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, St. Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Grenada, Barbados, Guyana and Suriname .

These fourteen countries have inventoried nine cultural properties (Table 2) and six natural ones (Table 2) on the World Heritage List. Three other sites are located on the territories and dependencies of European States or the United States of America.  No Caribbean site is inscribed on the List of World Heritage in Danger. 


Six of the fourteen participating states have presented a Tentative List of the sites for future inscription on the World Heritage List.
Table 1. States and Territories of the Caribbean region

	No.
	States Parties of the World Heritage Convention 
	Year of adhesion

	1.
	Antigua and Barbuda
	1983

	2.
	Barbados
	2002

	3.
	Belize
	1990

	4.
	Cuba
	1981

	5.
	Dominica
	1995

	6.
	Dominican Republic
	1985

	7.
	Grenada
	1998

	8.
	Guyana
	1977

	9.
	Haiti
	1980

	10.
	Jamaica
	1983

	11.
	St Christopher and Nevis
	1986

	12.
	St Lucia
	1991

	13.
	Suriname
	1997

	14.
	Saint Vincent and Grenadines
	2003


	No.
	States Parties with Territories/ Dependencies in the Caribbean
	Year of adhesion

	15.
	Guadeloupe, Martinique, St. Barthelemy, St. Martin (France)
	1975

	16.
	Aruba & Netherlands Antilles (Holland)
	1992

	17.
	Anguilla, Bermuda, Cayman Islands, Montserrat, Turks and Caicos Islands, Virgin Islands (United Kingdom)
	1984

	18.
	Porto Rico, Virgin Islands (United States of America)
	1973


	No.
	Other non State Parties 
	Year of adhesion

	19.
	Bahamas 
	---

	20.
	Trinidad and Tobago
	---


B. Cultural Properties listed as World Heritage

Only twelve properties in the Caribbean are inscribed as cultural World Heritage. All these sites retrace historic periods: 

Table 2. World Heritage Caribbean sites inscribed on World Heritage

	Year of adhesion
	Name of the Property
	State Party

	1982
	· Old Havana and its Fortifications
	Cuba

	1988
	· Trinidad and the Valley of the Ingenios
	Cuba

	1997
	· San Pedro de la Roca Castle, Santiago de Cuba
	Cuba

	1999
	· Viñales Valley
	Cuba

	2000
	· Archaeological Landscape of the First Coffee        Plantations in the South-East of Cuba
	Cuba

	1990
	· Colonial City of Santo Domingo
	Dominican Republic

	1982
	· National History Park - Citadel, Sans Souci, Ramiers
	Haiti

	1999
	· Brimstone Hill Fortress National Park 
	Saint Kitts and Nevis

	2002
	· Historic Inner City of Paramaribo
	Suriname

	1997
	· Historic Area of Willemstad, Inner City and Harbour, Netherlands Antilles
	Netherlands

	2000
	· Historic Town of St George and Related Fortifications, Bermuda
	United Kingdom

	1983
	· La Fortaleza and San Juan Historic Site in Puerto Rico
	United States of America


C. Natural Properties listed as World Heritage

Only six properties in the Caribbean are inscribed as natural World Heritage:

Table 3. Natural properties of the Caribbean region listed as World Heritage :

	Year of adhesion
	Name of the Property
	State Party

	1996
	· Belize Barrier Reef Reserve System
	Belize

	1999
	· Desembarco del Granma National Park 
	Cuba

	1997
	· Morne Trois Pitons National Park
	Dominica

	2000
	· Central Suriname Nature Reserve
	Suriname

	2001
	· Alejandro de von Humboldt National Park
	Cuba

	2004
	· Pitons Management Area
	St. Lucia


D. Cultural and Natural Properties on the Tentative List

Since the workshop on Cultural Heritage of the Caribbean and the World Heritage Convention in 1998, some States Parties have received preparatory assistance from the World Heritage Fund for the identification of potential properties or for the preparation of nominations for inscription.

Two natural sites and fifteen archaeological sites have been proposed for nomination.  These are essentially historical sites. 

Table 4. Cultural and natural properties of the Caribbean region listed on the Tentative List

	Date of submission
	Name of the property
	State
	Natural or Cultural

	2001
	Jaragua National Park
	Dominican Republic
	N

	2001
	Este National Park
	Dominican Republic
	C

	2001
	Ancient Palave Big House [Ruta de Los Ingenios]
	Dominican Republic
	C

	2001
	Engombe Sugar Mill [Ruta de los Ingenios]
	Dominican Republic
	C 

	2001
	Boca de Nigua Sugar Mill "Ancient Nigua Sugar Mill" [Ruta de los Ingenios]
	Dominican Republic
	 C

	2001
	Jacagua, Villa de Santiago de los Caballeros
	Dominican Republic
	 C

	2001
	Montecristi
	Dominican Republic
	 C

	2001
	Archaeological and National Park of the Villa de La Isabella, Puerto Plata
	Dominican Republic
	 C

	2001
	Archaeological and National Park of Pueblo Viejo, La Vega
	Dominican  Republic
	 C

	2001
	Historic Centre of Puerto Plata
	Dominican  Republic
	 C

	1995
	St George Anglican Cathedral 
	Guyana
	 C

	1995
	Fort Zeelandia (with the Court of Policy Building)
	Guyana
	 C

	1995
	Town Hall, Georgetown
	Guyana
	 C

	1995
	Shell Beach (Almond Beach) Essequibo Coast
	Guyana
	 C

	1998
	Historic Area of  Basseterre
	Saint Christopher and Nevis
	 C

	1998
	Charlestown
	Saint Christopher and Nevis
	 C

	1998
	Joden Savanne Deposits and the Cassipora Cemetary
	Suriname
	 C

	1988
	Seville la Nueva, St. Ann
	Jamaica
	C

	1988
	Spanish Town (St Catherine Historic Area)
	Jamaica
	C

	1988
	Port Royal, Kingston
	Jamaica
	C

	1988
	Headquarters House, Kingston
	Jamaica
	C

	1988
	Falmouth Historic Area
	Jamaica
	C

	1996
	Anegada
	British Islands
	N

	1996
	Virgin Gorda Baths Area
	British Islands
	N



To date, two countries have not provided a tentative list for their Caribbean islands: France and the United States of America.  The properties proposed by the States Parties are (except for one) post-Columbian. 

IV. July 2003 Seminar

The World Heritage Centre organised an International Seminar on Archaeological Sites in the Caribbean at the Museo del Hombre Dominicano of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, on 7 and 8 July 2003.

A. Objectives of the Seminar

It’s goal was the creation of an indicative list of the IACA (International Archaeology Association for the Caribbean) experts criteria concerning principal archaeological sites for likely to be inscribed on the World Heritage List.  It also focused on the identification, protection, conservation and nomination of this type of very vulnerable cultural heritage in the Caribbean.  
This seminar was motivated by the urgent need to protect and conservation the archaeological heritage of the independent Caribbean islands, wit the aim to unite efforts between the countries in the preparation of the transboundary nominations to the World Heritage List. The Seminar also encouraged individual efforts in the identification and mapping of archaeological sites considered as potential nominations to the World Heritage List. In addition, this Seminar also had as objective to contribute towards the cultural development of several islands in the framework of a regional strategy. Finally, this Seminar endeavoured to emphasize the implications involved in the protection of archaeological areas, whilst strengthening the Caribbean cultural identity in relation to the social and institutional needs of the region.
Cooperation was established between ICOMOS, CARIMOS, the International Archaeology Association for the Caribbean (IACA), the Ministries of Culture for Spain and Italy, the French Ministry of Culture and Communication and the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

About twenty personnalities involved in Caribbean archaeology and international organizations were present at this seminar, which followed on from the AIAC 2003 International Congress at Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic). The seminar provided a wealth of information, not only on pre-Columbian and historic subjects likely to be researched by archaeological methodologies, but also with regard to insular diversity and natural heritage.  

B. Discussions

The main goal of this seminar was to highlight and to work on a list of Prehispanic sites, but the historic and industrial sites, the places associated with slavery (embarrassing subject for all nations) and the later Asiatic migrations, were given full attention during the seminar.  The conditions and methods of applied archaeology in each country were also discussed. 

IACA Experts presented the region, the principal pre-Columbian periods and major sites of the Caribbean up until the European Contact Period. 

In recalling the input from the AIAC Congress of the preceding week, the group of experts stressed several points : the omission of some islands in the archaeological syntheses (notably the Netherlands Antilles) ; the importance of research on pre-ceramic cultures and their possible links with the Yucatan and Florida; the importance of international inter-academic exchanges in the education of local populations and for the protection of archaeological sites.  The AIAC serves as a base for this UNESCO programme, because this association brings together a network of trans-insular experts who can intervene in favour of future international legislation for Caribbean archaeology similar to the French legislation for historic and archaeological heritage.  The AIAC has encouraged a receptive dialogue between disciplines.

It was suggested that each island, each country, should establish a list of major archaeological sites and a list of the laws in force, taking account of triangular exchanges between the investors, the government and the academy.  The main idea of this seminar was to begin by identifying the important, transboundary, themes for Antilles archaeology, and then to propose a list of concrete sites within these themes.  
Each representative presented the laws in force, the fragility and the number of archaeological staff and the major sites of their island: Haïti, Martinique, Guadeloupe, Saint Lucia, St Eustatius, Jamaica, Cuba, Dutch Antilles, Antigua, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic. It would appear that the inscriptions proposed to UNESCO more frequently concern historic towns.  The pre-Columbian sites are greatly under-represented. 

Working themes on archaeological sites (Table 5) have been produced by the workshop.  Preliminary tentative lists have been produced on two major themes: “pre-Columbian Period” (Table 5) and” historic Period” (Table 6 ).

C. Results
Table 5. Themes listed for the Pre-Colombian Period

	"Prehispanic World"Working Group

	
	

	A
	Serial of Preceramic of the insular Caribbean

	1
	Cuba : Seboruco, Cayo Levisa

	2
	Haïti : Cabaret

	3
	Dominican Republic : Barrera Mordan

	4
	Antigua : Crabbs

	5
	Trinidad : Banwari Trace

	6
	Trinidad : Ortoire

	7
	Curaçao : St. Michielsberg

	8
	Curaçao : Rooi Rincon

	B
	Reoute of the First Farmers of the Insular Caribbean and the Guyanas

Type: cultural landscape, transboundary serial nomination

	C
	Rock Art of the Insular Caribbean

	1
	Cuba : Cuevas de Punta del Este

	2
	Cuba : Cuevas de la Sierra de Cubitas

	3
	Dominican Republic: Este National Park

	4
	Dominican Republic: Cuevas de Comedero

	5
	Dominican Republic: Cuevas de Hatillo

	6
	Dominican Republic: Cuevas de los Haitises

	7
	Dominican Republic: Rock Art and the Central Cordillera

	8
	Dominican Republic: Jaragua National Park

	9
	Guadeloupe: Three Rivers, petroglyphs of southern Basse Terre

	10
	Saint Lucia: Balembouche

	11
	Saint Vincent: Yambou

	12
	Haïti: Zim Basin

	13
	Bonaire: Onima

	14
	Aruba: Arikok

	15
	Dominican Republic: Anthropological Reserve of the Cuevas de Pomier

	16
	Haïti: Roche Tampee

	17
	Haïti: Voute à Minguet

	18
	Jamaica: Mountain River Caves

	D
	Taino Culture of the Insular Caribbean

Type: cultural landscape, serial nomination 

	 
	

	1
	Puerto Rico: Caguana y Tibes

	2
	Dominican Republic: San Juan de la Maguana

	3
	Cuba: Laguna de Limones

	4
	Haïti: Bas Salines

	5
	Dominican Republic: Macao

	6
	Dominican Republic: La Caleta

	7
	Dominican Republic: Punta Cana

	8
	Jamaica: Rio Nuevo Complex


Table 6. Themes listed for the Historic Period

	 "Contact"and "Colonial Period  Working Group"

	A
	First contacts

	 
	Type : cultural

	 
	The Nativity & Puerto Real, Haïti

	 
	Bande du Nord (Haïti), La Isabella (Dominican Republic), San Salvador (Bahamas), Bahia de Bariay (Cuba): serial nomination

	B
	Liberation and resistance

	 
	Type: cultural landscape

	 
	Serial nomination

	 
	Suriname: first marrons, big community of "bosnegers"

	 
	Jamaica: Moore Town

	 
	Haïti: Paths Resistance

	 
	St. Kitts: Willemstad

	 
	St. Lucia: Mont Chabot

	 
	Dominica: 

	 
	Cuba: Palenques

	 
	Dominican Republic: Meniel de Neiba

	 
	Trinidad: 

	C
	International commerce : urban centres

	 
	Type: cultural

	 
	Jamaica: Port Royal

	 
	St. Eustatius: Oranjestad / plantations

	 
	Dominican Republic: Azúa, La Vega, Puerto Plata

	 
	Haïti  Cap Haitien

	D
	Naval bases and forts

	 
	Type: cultural landscape

	 
	Antigua: Nelson’s Dock Yard

	 
	St Lucia (Pigeon Island), Dominica, Martinique, Antigua, Puerto Rico: serial nomination

	E
	Plantations and industrial complexes

	 
	Type: cultural

	 
	Sugar Mills 16th-18th centuries, Dominican Republic: serial nomination

	 
	Plantations, St. Eustatius

	F
	Piracy

	 
	Type: cultural

	 
	Tortuga, North coast  (Ile à Vache), Haïti, Cuba, (Isla Saona) Dominican Republic, Virgin Islands, Porto Rico : serial nomination

	G
	Sites linked to slavery

	 
	Type: cultural

	 
	Guyana, Trinidad, Barbados, Montserrat, Suriname, French Guyana: serial nomination


These are preliminary lists. They are the result of experts discussions following the IACA Congress. 

The main goal of this exercise was not to work upon a list of sites but to define the trans-regional themes, then inscribe the most important sites. 

From the tables prepared during the 2003 Seminar, we have extracted a list of synthesized themes:

1 – Pre-Columbian

a) Pre-ceramic deposits

b) First farmers’ route 

c) Tiïno Culture

2 – Rock Art

3 – Contact Period

4 – Colonial Period

a) Forts

b) Plantations

c) Industries

d) Commerce

e) Piracy.

5 – Trade

a) Slavery

b) Marronage

This seminar led to the organization of a second International Seminar on Archaeological Heritage of the Caribbean, to establish a list of the principal sites so as to initiate possible candidatures for UNESCO World Heritage. 

V. Reasons for the 2004 Seminar


It will be held in Fort-de-France from 20 to 23 September 2004.  The World Heritage Centre will welcome Directors of Cultural heritage and specialists in archaeology from each State of the Caribbean, to discuss the principal themes resulting from the 2003 Seminar.

In spite of this archaeological wealth and cultural diversity, it appears that Caribbean archaeology in general, and the pre-Colombian periods in particular, are under-represented, not to say absent on the World Heritage List. This gap reveals the absence of harmonization of the archaeological studies of this region, the difficulty in providing an overall vision of the progress achieved in research, conservation policies as well as the diversity of institutional frameworks in this discipline. These inegalities weigh heavily on the wealth of information, the restitution of land use plans and the perception of cultural processes.

The evolution of research was determined by the geopolitical structure of the archipelago and the local dynamics, different according to the territories: the rich vestiges of the Taino of the Greater Antilles attracted early attention in the Dominican Republic and in Cuba, but was lacking in Haïti and Jamaica; the Bahamas Islands, Porto Rico and the Virgin Islands benefited from the action of local, federal and academic bodies; in the Lesser Antilles, in an intermediary position between the continent and the Greater Antilles, the multiplication of work is more recent (Table 1) and varies according to the initiatives of the bodies and the local or international institutions (St Eustatius Historical Foundation, Antigua Archaeological Society, National Trusts of Anguilla and Montserrat, Anthropological and the Archaeological Institute of the Netherlands  Antilles, French Regional Services for Archaeology since 1992, local associations). Lastly, the continental islands are fairly well documented. 

In the light of this background, it was necessary for the UNESCO World Heritage Unit (WHC/LAC Unit) to organise an international discussion on this subject in accordance with the request of the World Heritage Committee.
Although interactions exist at an academic level between the professionals and the researchers of this region, the organization of a World Heritage Seminar would encourage the establishment of a network of experts.  This would permit the concentration of efforts on specific priorities :

● 
The development of a regional network of World Heritage ;

● 
The formulation of inter-regional pilot projects concerning archaeological heritage according to the terms of the World Heritage Convention;

● 
The nomination of representive examples of archaeological heritage of the Caribbean for inscription to the World Heritage List;

The development of a concrete network and research community would appear as one of the most effective means for the sustainable development of culture.  This is based on the establishment of inventories of the sites, their protection and their restoration, research and site management.  The main objective of the Seminar is therefore to work with the experts coming from all the States Parties of the World Heritage Convention and to forge a common  archaeological network for the implementation of this Convention. 

VI. Objectives of the Seminar



A. Strategic Objectives

1. Contribute to the elaboration of a representative World Heritage List ;

2. Obtain a consensus from the experts regarding the archaeological sites to be discussed, with a view to their nomination as World Heritage sites; 

3. Organise strategies for a network at a regional level; 

B. Constructive Objectives

1. Facilitate an exchange of experiences, ideas and know-how between the persons and institutions working in the field of archaeological heritage at institutional level in the region; 

2. Encourage collective research on protection and conservation projects at the regional level; 

3. Collaborate in the diffusion of information concerning the Seminar within the region by means of a publication of the results of this meeting; 

4. Promote the protection and nomination of this category of heritage on the World Heritage List.

C. Immediate Objectives

1. Review the role of archaeology as cultural heritage in the region and define strategies for the creation of a Tentative List of Caribbean sites to be included in the World Heritage List; 

2. Discuss the most appropriate categories for future nominations of new archaeological sites, such as the cultural, natural and mixed criteria, or serial/transboundary nominations; 

3. Present preliminary conclusions to the members of the group, in order to define an archaeological panorama in view of a Tentative List of Caribbean sites; 

4. Prepare an Archaeological Action Plan for the Caribbean, to be implemented in 2004-2005, in terms of preparatory assistance for the nomination of archaeological sites (pre-Columbian, historic, industrial, etc.).

5. Publish the results of the Seminar in the World Heritage Series. 

VII. Organisation of the Seminar

This Seminar will be organised by Mrs Nuria Sanz, archaeologist, Programme Specialist in the Latin America and Caribbean Unit of the World Heritage Centre, Paris, n.sanz@unesco.org, assisted by María Paz Fernández (mp.fernandez@unesco.org) and Sandrine Grouard (grouard@mnhn.fr).

The languages of the seminar will be French, English and Spanish, with simultaneous interpretation. 

A. Venue

The Seminar on the Archaeological Heritage of the Caribbean Region will be held in Fort-de-France, Martinique from 20 to 23 September.  It will be organised by the UNESCO/World Heritage Centre.
The Seminar will be partly financed from a budget of the Regional Council of Martinique  and from extra-budgetary funding from the Spanish, Italian and French Governments (Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Culture).

The number of institutional participants and Caribbean archaeology experts is estimated at 50. 

B. Planning

Table 8 : Activities linked to the Seminar on Caribbean Archaeological Heritage. 

	Before the Seminar
	During the Seminar
	After the Seminar

	· Detailed planning (timetable, venues, invited   officials and experts )

· Preparation of the communications
· Questionnaire replies (30 Agust 2004)
	· Presentation of the communications

· Roundtable discussions  

· Discussion of the results and future collaboration 
	· Final report

· Publication : Issue in the  World Heritage Series, Seminar Proceedings


C. Expected Results 

The results of this Seminar will serve as the basis for a consensual expert report which will include a list of Caribbean archaeological sites that could be nominated as World Heritage and fill the gaps, and it will define the conditions and constraints of a group of transnational and serial nominations. 
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