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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

World Heritage Centre
UNESCO 
7, Place de Fontenoy 
75352 Paris 07 SP, France

Telephone: +33 1 45 68 24 96 
Fax: +33 1 45 68 55 70 
E-mail: wh-info@unesco.org 
Website: http://whc.unesco.org/

Please visit our World Heritage Education Website: http://whc.unesco.org/en/wheducation/ 

At home, through 
participation in the life of 
local sites: cleaning, clearing of undergrowth, recycling, restoration 
projects… volunteers are always welcome.

Through local or national promotional activities: organization of 
discovery and awareness raising events such as rallies or organized 
visits, shows, exhibitions, press involvement, fund raising, travel and 
organized events upon return (conferences, exchanges, film shows), all 
in collaboration with the persons in charge of the sites.

Through contacts with local or national authorities to draw their attention 
to an issue or to be informed about their activities.

By being a responsible tourist: respecting the sites and respecting the 
local cultures and communities. Travel is an excellent way to discover 
other peoples and cultures, to exchange ideas and to establish youth 
networks.

By participating in international World Heritage youth fora, regularly 
organized by UNESCO, which provide a rich opportunity for exchange 
and formulation of action projects.

Through training and workshops offered by UNESCO and its partners 
(countries, towns, associations, youth NGOs, clubs, etc.).

Through associating schools with UNESCO’s Young People’s World 
Heritage Education Project.

And more, and more…young people are never short of ideas!

HERITAGE: A LIFELONG 
UNDERTAKING YOUR ENERGY  

AND TALENTS FOR 
HERITAGE PROTECTION

UNBEATABLE ON HERITAGE MATTERS?

  How many World Heritage sites are there in your 
country? Natural? Cultural?

  Are some of them in danger? If yes, why?

  Is the study of heritage part of the school 
curriculum?

  Do you know any stories of sites that have 
disappeared?

  Can you give examples of intangible heritage?

RESPECTFUL TOURIST?

  Before visiting a country, do you find out about 
the country, its customs?

  Do you try to acquaint yourself with its language?

  Do you make contacts before departure?

  Once there, are you content to admire the 
flowers, the plants and the stones, rather than 
to pick or collect them, even if they are very 
beautiful?

  Do you ask permission of the people before 
taking their photograph?

  Do you try to buy authentic local crafts and 
products?

  Do you use local means of transport during your 
travel?

  Are you careful not to waste water? And air 
conditioning?

  Upon your return, do you share your discoveries 
and what you have learnt with your family and 
friends?

  Try to guess which sites are shown in the 
numbered photographs!

PATRIMONITO

Patrimonito means ‘small heritage’ in Spanish and the character represents a young 

heritage guardian. It has been widely adopted as the international mascot of the 

World Heritage Education Programme. 

Patrimonito was created in 1995 by a group of Spanish-speaking students during a 

workshop at the 1st World Heritage Youth Forum held in Bergen, Norway. 

The young students designed Patrimonito on the basis of the World Heritage Emblem 

which symbolizes the interdependence of cultural and natural sites: the central 

square is a form created by people and the circle represents nature, the two being 

intimately linked; the emblem is round like the world and at the same time a symbol 

of protection. 

Quotes appearing throughout this brochure come from: “World Heritage in Young Hands”, UNESCO, 
2002 and “All Different, All Unique”, an adaptation for young people of the Universal Declaration on 
Cultural Diversity, UNESCO 2004.

Captions and photo credits:

 1 Fujisan, sacred place and source of artistic inspiration, Japan. © Public Relations Division, 
Yamanashi Prefecture/Omori Daiichi

 2  Hierapolis-Pamukkale, Turkey. © Ekke Vasli
 3  Everglades National Park, United States of America. © UNESCO/Kishore Rao
 4 Taj Mahal, India. © M & G Therin-Weise
 5  Vatican City, Holy See. © Tim Schnarr
 6  Old Havana and its Fortification System, Cuba. © UNESCO/Ron Van Oers
 7  Brasilia, Brazil. © Ko Hon Chiu Vincent
 8  Galápagos Islands, Ecuador. © Our Place/Tui De Roy
 9 Angkor, Cambodia. © Ko Hon Chiu Vincent
 10 Papahānaumokuākea, United States of America. © SeaPics/James Watt
11  Kakadu National Park, Australia. © Silvan Rehfeld
 12  Medina of Sousse, Tunisia. © Yvon Fruneau
 13  Historic Sanctuary of Machu Picchu, Peru. © Silvan Rehfeld
14  Timbuktu , Mali. © UNESCO/Francesco Bandarin
15  Virunga National Park, Democratic Republic of the Congo. © Kim S. Gjerstad
Cover page : © UNESCO/Kingdom of Cambodia
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To check the answers, see captions  
at the back cover.
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COMMON RESPONSIBILITY

THE PRINCIPAL TEXTS CONCERNING 

HERITAGE PROTECTION  

(see: http://whc.unesco.org)

• The Convention for the Protection of 
Cultural Property in the Event of Armed 
Conflict (1954).

• The Convention on the Means of 
Prohibiting and Preventing the 
Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of 
Ownership of Cultural Property (1970).

• The World Heritage Convention (1972) 

• The Convention on the Protection of the 
Underwater Cultural Heritage (2001).

• The Convention for the Safeguarding of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003).

• The Convention on the Protection and 
Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural 
Expressions (2005).

World Heritage is the collective property of humanity and 
not only that of the country where the sites are located. 
Even if the nation is its rightful owner, the responsibility for 
its protection is international.

This responsibility lies with all citizens of the world, all 
fully indebted to the present and to the future. We are 
all responsible: the people who live at the sites, tourists 
who visit them, specialists who study them, the media 
which speaks of them, the States who manage them and 
the States Parties to the World Heritage Convention. The 
concept of universality is our common concern, as only 
collective action can protect our heritage.

Wide recognition of a site contributes to its survival: 
it will benefit from the care of those who are directly 
responsible for its management; it will be better protected 
if, unfortunately, a conflict should arise; it will have greater 
protection from acts of destruction committed in the name 
of fanatical ideology. Responsibility lies with each young 
person to be acquainted with and to make known the sites 
of his/her country, thus investing them with a sacred and 
inviolable character.

Heritage is what we have received from our 
ancestors. Our duty is to preserve it for trans-
mission to future generations.

Our identity is the result of our past and our 
environment. In the same way as we inherit the genes of our parents, we are also made 
up of “genes” of our cultural and natural environment.

If we do not know where we come from, it is difficult to know where we are going. The 
loss of this cultural or natural heritage would be like amnesia: the loss of the past and 
ignorance of this heritage means we lose our bearings.

Certain sites, witnesses to the past, have had an impact on history; others have been 
fashioned by it.

These sites are not eternal: some are in real danger, many are already lost. The threats 
are numerous: they are called ignorance, pollution, war, uncontrolled urbanism, poverty, 
irresponsibility and abusive tourism, to mention but a few.

Many sites have been saved from disappearing or irreversible damage through big 
international campaigns. Knowledge and recognition of the value of such sites are the 
best means to avoid these spectacular and very costly measures.

Intangible heritage is a particularly fragile type of heritage. Like cultural and natural 
heritage, it forges our identity. Indeed, what is more part of our daily life than music, 
culinary arts, knowledge, traditions, etc?

The guarantee of the transmission, safeguarding 
and protection of heritage are firstly the respect 
for oneself and others, the acceptance of diversity. Respect amongst individuals and 
people is based on the knowledge of others and their cultures. Peace is forged through 
contacts and convivial exchanges between human beings and between cultures.

The identity of individuals and entire peoples – cultural diversity – is the food for 
dialogue and mutual enrichment and an antidote to the risk of standardization, 
especially at a time when dominant patterns tend to homogenize the daily life of 
populations throughout the world. To acknowledge and cherish diversity is a good 
way to “build peace in the minds of men” (UNESCO Constitution).

The World Heritage sites can be a motor for dynamic development. Heritage 
management, in accordance with the principles of sustainable development, is the 
generator of very beneficial economic, scientific and technological activities. Tourism 
which respects the sites, their regions and populations, is a source of revenue for 
hotels, craftsmanship, and commerce in general. It enables the improvement of 
infrastructures and the creation of many jobs – from scientific and technical research, 
to the restoration of buildings, to management positions and an entire range of 
professions (guides, animators, guards, etc). These activities contribute towards the 
economic growth of regions and states.

The future is nourished by the past, as a plant is nourished by the earth.

A COMMON HERITAGE FOR ALL PEOPLE, AND A RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR EACH AND EVERY ONE

WHY STUDY AND PROTECT 
WORLD HERITAGE? TO UNDERSTAND 

OTHERS AND BUILD 
THE FUTURE

THIS HERITAGE IS OUR  
ROOTS AND OUR IDENTITY:  
A PRECIOUS ASSET

THE MEANS AVAILABLE
The idea of collective responsibility for heritage has made headway 
over the years, resulting in the World Heritage Convention.

The Convention concerning the Protection of World Cultural and 
Natural Heritage, adopted in 1972, is an international legal 
instrument ratified by almost all countries of the world. It is a 
dynamic tool for the identification and protection of natural and 
cultural properties of “outstanding universal value”.

The World Heritage List puts into practice the principles of the 
Convention and inventories the properties of outstanding universal 
value. Each year the List grows, and today numbers close to 
1000 properties. Regular reports regarding the evolution of the 
state of the properties are made following their inscription and 
measures are taken to preserve them when necessary.

The List of World Heritage in Danger is indispensable as a second 
tool. The inscription on this List is a way of sounding an alarm 
when a property is threatened due to conflict, natural catastrophes 
or human negligence. It permits the rapid release of funds and the 
initiation of emergency measures.

The World Heritage Fund subsidizes, at the request of the State 
Party, assistance activities: preparation of nomination files, training, 
technical cooperation, emergency assistance, awareness-raising 
and education.

The World Heritage Centre coordinates, within UNESCO, activities 
relating to World Heritage: management of the Convention, 
organization of the annual sessions of the World Heritage 
Committee, international assistance, the coordination of reports, 
education, information and communication.

The UNESCO Section for Youth develops, guides and coordinates 
the strategies and programmes of the Organization with and 
for young people, some of which aim at raising awareness 
among young people regarding heritage preservation; it builds 
partnerships with NGOs and youth networks, and widely diffuses 
information concerning young people.

WHY TAKE AN INTEREST  
IN WORLD HERITAGE?

The world is our 

inheritance. It is mine, 

yours, and ours too. 

So let us look after it 

well for the nations of 

tomorrow. 

YOUNG ZAMBIAN

A weak union perceives 
culture as nothing but 
another occurrence in the 
world. A stronger union 
perceives colours, hears 
music, smells history and 
envisages a future.  YOUNG JORDANIAN

We should start in our own back yard, 

taking responsibility for our own ignorance 

and transmitting tolerance and the 

richness of sharing and cultural exchange 

to our children.

YOUNG ARGENTINIAN

We should appreciate our roots,our culture, and keeping that as a foundation, we should build our future. YOUNG CHINESE

We all speak the same language: 
that of respect for others. YOUNG COLOMBIAN

Youth is a precious group of 

people and future leaders. 

We should be exposed 

to different cultures and 

environments so we can be 

aware of what is going on 

in other parts of the world. 

This will open our minds 

and make other cultures 

more familiar. 

 YOUNG MALAYSIAN

COMMON HERITAGE, 
COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY, 
VITAL SOLIDARITY, 
INSPIRING DISCOVERIES, AN 
ENRICHMENT FOR ALL. 

BY MOBILIZING ACTION 
FOR HERITAGE WIDER 
PERSPECTIVES ARE OPENED: 
KNOWLEDGE IS INCREASED, 
CAPACITIES ARE DEVELOPED, 
ATTITUDES ARE CHANGED.

THROUGH INTERACTING 
WITH OTHER CULTURES AND 
OTHER HUMAN BEINGS 
WE ARE ALL LINKS IN THE 
GREAT HUMAN CHAIN.
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