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The Committee may wish to take note of the synthesis report of the States Parties Meeting towards a joint 
nomination of areas of the Alpine Arc for the World Heritage List (Turin, Italy 5-8 July 2001) and 
the conclusions and recommendations contained in the document. The recommendations are addressed to the 
Committee, the States Parties in the region and to the advisory bodies to the Convention. 
 
Furthermore, the Committee may wish to note that the States Parties agreed to organize a follow-up 
consultation meeting on 29 October 2001 in UNESCO Headquarters (Paris, France) to continue the 
collaborative effort towards a joint nomination of areas of the Alpine Arc. 
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The “States Parties meeting towards a joint nomination of areas of the Alpine Arc for the World 
Heritage List” was held at the Museo Nazionale della Montagna (Turin, Italy, 5 - 8 July 2001) was 
attended by 35 participants from 5 States Parties of the Alpine Arc. The List of participants and the 
agenda of the meeting is included in Annex I and II of this report. 
 
Mr. Aldo Audisio, Director of the Museum, opened the meeting and warmly welcomed the 
participants at the Museo Nazionale della Montagna. 
 
Mr. Marco Cicchelli, Representative of the Region of Piemont, highlighted the role of Turin as the 
“capital of the Alps” and as a candidate for the 2006 Olympic Games. He stated that the importance 
of the meeting lies in the collective protection of the fragile heritage of the Alpine chain and to 
proceed with a common approach towards joint nominations. 
 
Mr.  Giampiero Leo, assessor of the Regional Government, wished the participants a successful 
meeting to advance with the protection of the Alpine Arc. 
 
Mr. Gabriele Sardo, Ambassador of Italy to UNESCO, welcomed the participants on behalf of the 
Italian Government and emphasised that it is the first time that the States Parties concerned work 
together for the common goal of World Heritage in the Alpine Arc and to define shared criteria 
towards nominations. 
 
Mr. Francesco Bandarin, Director of the UNESCO World Heritage Centre, thanked the Italian 
Government for the kind invitation and all representatives for their support for this meeting. He 
highlighted the importance the World Heritage Centre attached to this exercise which could be a 
model for other regions in particular with regard to a collaborative process and the protection of 
international and transfrontier sites. He also informed the meeting of the UN year on Mountains 
2002 and the 30th anniversary of the World Heritage Convention in 2002. 
 
Mr. Francesco Francioni, President of the meeting, thanked the organizer for their support in this 
unique exercise and underlined the values of the Alpine region as a place of encounter between 
complex living cultures and a vast natural system resulting in unique natural, cultural as well as 
intangible heritage. The Alps were already mentioned by Herodot. He expressed his hopes that 
achieve good results. He also mentioned the prerequisite of national inventories under the 1972 
Convention, the 1991 Alpine Convention and the 2000 European Landscape Convention. He 
invited all representatives of States Parties to present their views. 
 
The representative of Austria, Mr. Horcicka, welcomed the meeting as step towards the co-
operation among the States Parties and to redress the imbalance between natural and cultural 
heritage in the European Region. He explained that his delegation consisted of a number of 
representatives of the different regions, who intend to prepared nominations for the World Heritage 
List. 
 
The representative of France, Mr. Decoud, expressed the support of the French Government for a 
joint proposal both for natural and cultural landscape values. He stated the need for defining criteria 
and themes to proceed. As the inscription of sites is a long time consuming process, time needs to 
be given to the States Parties for a consistent approach and a co-ordinated effort to achieve the 
overall recognition of the heritage of the Alps. 
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The representative of Germany, Mr. Plachter, welcomed the initiative and informed the participants 
that  only a small part of the Alps is located on German territory. The federal structure of Germany 
makes even the preparation of the tentative list a lengthy exercise. The Alps is one of the oldest 
cultural landscapes in Europe and that the Convention could play a major role to enhance the 
recognition of the diverse cultural, ecosystem and landscape values. He highlighted the results of 
the Hallstatt expert meeting and the Natura 2000 programme which provided data for evaluation. 
 
The representatives of Italy, Ms Gasparrini, informed the participants that Italy has the presidency 
of the Alpine Convention in 2001/2002 and that priorities are set towards common goals and 
objectives to protect the fragile environment and work towards sustainable development for the 
whole region. Mr. Malara underlined the ideas of the Hallstatt meeting to work towards a joint 
nomination. Concerning the themes, they could reach from the scientific and ecological aspects, to 
cultural traditions, transhumance and mountain architecture as well as the intangible heritage. Most 
important would be a set of priorities concerning cross-border collaboration and management. Ms. 
Patricia Rossi, representing the Parce Alpi-Maritimi, informed the participants of collaboration 
already taking place in the Western Alps, including a meeting with the French national parks of La 
Vanoise, Ecrins and Mercantour, which reviewed the possibility for transboundary nomination 
dossiers. 
 
The representative of Switzerland, Mr. Ruoss, explained major problems of the Alps, such as the 
traffic situation. He stated that the alpine research has much advanced in the collaboration of the 
Alpine Convention and in the network of protected areas. He said that the Swiss nomination of the 
Jungfrau-Aletsch-Bietschhorn was a step towards the recognition of the unique values of Alpine 
heritage. 
 
Following the statements from the representatives of the States Parties present, the Chairperson 
invited for a broader debate to achieve specific recommendations, which could cover the intentions 
towards joint nominations and general principles, working methods, criteria and categories as well 
as the legal background.  The participants, after a substantive debate agreed on the text of the 
recommendations of the meeting as presented below. 
 
The representative of Italy, Ambassador Sardo, proposed that a meeting of the technical group be 
held prior to the General Assembly of States Parties to prepare a framework document by the States 
Parties concerned and to achieve the practical goals for the World Heritage Committee meeting in 
Helsinki. 
 
The Representative of Austria, Mr. Horcicka, on behalf of the other participants, thanked the Italian 
Government for hosting the meeting and for the wonderful hospitality. He thanked the Chairperson 
for his kindness and his ways to find consensus in this unique exercise and the World Heritage 
Centre for the excellent work. 
 
In closing the session, the Chairperson thanked all participants for their contributions and said that it 
was a very enjoyable experience, not only to work with many colleagues and friends, but also to 
enhance the efforts to promote new ways in the implementation of the World Heritage Convention.  
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Recommendations of the States Parties Meeting towards a joint nomination of 
areas of the Alpine Arc for the World Heritage List (Turin, Italy 5-8 July 2001) 

 
Preamble 
 
The representatives of all States Parties from the Alpine Region participating in the meeting (see list 
of participants Annex I) wished to achieve an international recognition of the universal value of the 
richness and diversity of the Alpine Arc. The representatives note that this is an area of considerable 
importance for humanity as a whole, both in terms of natural and cultural values as well as for the 
specific interactions between people and their mountain environment. 
 
The participants agreed to the principle of international co-operation as defined by the World 
Heritage Convention to protect the outstanding universal value of the Alpine Arc.  To this end, the 
participants agreed that a consultative process be maintained among all State Parties concerned and 
that every initiative that a State Party undertakes with regard to possible nominations takes into 
consideration potential transborder implications and the possible interests involved for other States 
Parties. 
 
 
The representatives of the States Parties recommend: 
 
1. For working purposes the Alpine Arc is defined as the area covered by the Alpine 
Convention. 
 
2. The participants refer to the discussions concerning nominations from the Alpine Arc during 
the twenty-third session of the World Heritage Committee and the twenty-third session of its 
Bureau (1999). They note the results of the international expert meeting held in Hallstatt, Austria,  
(June 2000), which was supported by the World Heritage Committee and which provided case 
studies for the consideration of States Parties and general recommendations towards nominations 
from the Alps. The participants referred to these results as a basis for defining criteria towards joint 
World Heritage nominations from the Alps. 
 
3. The participants highlighted the unique character of the task of preparing joint nominations from 
the large area of the Alpine region and the need to identify specific areas from the whole Alpine 
region based on clearly defined criteria. 
 
4. Concerning these criteria, the participants noted specific features of the Alps: 
 
The natural values of the Alps are unique: it is a veritable open-air geological museum, a relict 
territory of more than a thousand receding glaciers, a mosaic of very diverse natural landscapes of 
great beauty with exceptional biological diversity.   
specific natural values: 
- significant natural environments: persistence of ecological dominance of natural features and 

processes, level of endemism, globally threatened species and “alpine” species 
- characteristic ecosystems from summits to valleys and lowlands 
- outstanding geological, paleonotological and geomorphological sites  
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The cultural values lie in the very close interaction between people and their environment: this area 
is shaped by seven millennia of unique agricultural, forestry and pastoral practices and thus 
constitutes a pattern of unique cultural landscapes on a world scale. 
specific cultural values: 
- symbolic and associative sites of the Alps (history of Alpinism, famous peaks etc.) 
- specific features which reflect the exchange between cultures such as passes, pathways, 

routes, fortifications and itineraries (salt route) 
- related intangible heritage of the Alps (diversity of languages, surviving cultures) 
- adaptation of high mountains cultures to the environment which results in specific cultural 

(in particular rural) landscapes and traditions (transhumance, pastures etc.) 
- example of mountain architectural features and complexes (e.g. mountain villages) 
 
5. The participants underline the need to progressively identify areas of natural, cultural and mixed 
character in a gradual manner, taking into account the stage of development in each country 
(tentative lists, preparation of nominations). The participants therefore agree to a phased nomination 
process. The participants also noted paragraph 19 of the Operational Guidelines “States Parties may 
propose in a single nomination a series of cultural or natural properties in different geographical 
locations, provided that they are related because they belong to: (i) the same historico-cultural 
group or (ii) the same type of property which is characteristic of the geographical zone, (iii) the 
same geomorphological formation, the same biogeographic province, or the same ecosystem type 
and provided that it is the series as such, and not its components taken individually, which is of 
outstanding universal value.” 
 
6. The participants agreed to the general objective to establish a balanced and representative 
network of sites from the Alpine Arc.  
 
7. The participants noted that the International Scientific Committee for Alpine Research (SCAR), a 
body connected to the Alpine Convention representing the Academies of Sciences of the respective 
contracting Parties, will organize the Forum Alpinum in Austria from 23 to 27 September 2002. 
The participants encouraged experts to participate in this event to enhance international 
collaboration in this field. The French Delegation informed participants that the “Réseau alpin des 
espaces protégées” (Gap, France) is at the disposal of all States Parties for assistance needed in the 
field of protected areas identification and management. The participants welcomed the idea that 
other organizations committed to Alpine activities be invited to lend their contribution and support, 
among others, the Club Arc Alpin. 
 
8. The participants also underlined the protective provisions and the potentiality for collaborative 
action of other legal instruments, such as the Alpine Convention, in particular with reference to 
Article 12 of the Landscape Protocol, whose implementation can foster the goal of transboundary 
protection, the Bern Convention, and the European Landscape Convention. 
 
9. The participants note that the UN year on Mountains in 2002 may provide an opportunity to 
enhance awareness building among local communities and decision makers about the diverse 
heritage of the Alpine Arc.  
 
10. States Parties should define a set of shared criteria for transfrontier and serial, including 
clustered, sites. The latter should be selected upon categories such as mentioned in paragraph 4 
above. Within each category, homogenous sites of the best values should be identified. 
Consideration should be given to joint nominations and procedures. Other types of sites should be 
dealt with on a national basis, as had been the case so far. 
 



Report on the Meeting towards a joint nomination of  the Alpine Arc  WHC-01/CONF.208/INF.6, p. 5 

11. The participants note the new procedures proposed by the World Heritage Committee for 
selecting and reducing the number of World Heritage nominations to be processed in the future. The 
proposal for  a joint nomination of the Alpine Arc by the States Parties concerned, is fully in line 
with the Committee’s reform process to ensure a balanced and representative World Heritage List. 
 
12. The participants agree to create a technical contact group composed of Governmental experts, 
with the assistance of the Advisory Bodies and members of the World Heritage Centre, which may 
call on other consultative expert groups, in order to pursue the goal of preparing a framework 
document to be submitted after appropriate consultation at the institutional level at a future meeting 
of the World Heritage Committee.  
 
13. The participants agreed that the above recommendations be transmitted to the twenty-fifth 
session of the World Heritage Committee (Helsinki, Finland 11 – 16 December 2001) for 
endorsement of the general principles. 
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List of participants ANNEX I 

ALLEMAGNE / GERMANY 

M. Harald Plachter 
c/o German Foreign Office, Ref. 608 
D – 11013 BERLIN 
tel + 49.(0)6421.2825707 
e-mail: h.plachter@mailer.uni-marburg.de 
 
 
AUTRICHE / AUSTRIA 
 
M. Hans Horcicka 
Directeur 
Ministrère Fédéral de l’Education, des Sciences et de la 
Culture 
Abteilung IV/3 
Schreyvogelg. 2 
A – 1140  WIEN,  
tel + 43 1 53120.3632 
fax +43  1  53120.3699 
e-mail: hans.horcicka@bmbwk.gv.at 
 
M. Harald Kremser 
Directeur du Parc national du Hohe Tauern 
Amt der Salzburger Landesegierung 13/03 
Postfach 527 
A-5010 SALZBURG 
tel +43 662 80425526 
fax +43 662 80425512 
e-mail: harald kremser@salzburg.gv.at 
 
Mme Bettina Rossbacher 
Commission nationale autrichenne pour l’Unesco 
Mentergasse 11 
A- 1070 WIEN 
tel +43 1 523642110 
fax + 43 1 526130120 
e-mail: rossbacher@unesco.at 
 
Mme Herta Arnold 
Division pour la culture Bureau du gouvernement du Land 
Tirol 
Landregierung  
Sillgasse 8 
A- 6020 INNSBRUCK 
tel +43 512 5083751 
fax +43 512 5083755 
e-mail: he.arnold@tirol.gv.at 
 
M. Hans Peter Jeschke 
Division pour l’information sur les biens culturels 
Coordinator for Cultural Heritage Landscape Hallstatt-
Dachstein Salzkammergut 
Bureau du gouvernement  du Land Haute-Autriche 
Kaertnerstr.12 
A- 4021 LINZ,   
tel +43 7326584.2511 
fax +43 7326584 
e-mail: hans-peter.jeschke@ooe.gv.at 
 
 

 
FRANCE / FRANCE 
 
M. Jean Musitelli 
Ambassadeur 
Délégué permanent de la France auprès de l’Unesco 
tel +33 01 53699932 
fax +33 01 53699940 
 
M. Jean Michel Decoud 
Ministère de l’environnement 
Directeur adjoint du Parc National des Ecrins 
Charance 
F- 05000 GAP 
tel +33 04 92402015 
fax +33 04 92523834 
e-mail: jean-michel.decoud@espaces-naturels.fr 
 
Mme Emmanuelle Brancaz 
Ministère de l’Environnement 
Adjointe au responsable du réseau alpin 
Parc national des Ecrins 
Micropolis-Isams 
F- 05000 GAP 
tel +33 04 92402000 
fax +33 04 92402001 
e-mail: ebrancaz@alparc.org 
 
 
ITALIE / ITALY 
 
M. Gabriele Sardo 
Ambassadeur  
Délégué permanent de l’Italie auprès de l’Unesco 
 
M. Mario Panaro 
Ministère des Affaires Etrangères 
Direction Générale pour la cooperation culturelle – III 
p.le della Farnesina 1 
I - 00194 ROMA  
tel +39 06 3691 2661 
fax +39 06 3691 7178 
e-mail: panaro@esteri.it 
 
M. Francesco Francioni 
Université de Sienne 
via Montioli 10, SIENA 
tel +39 0577 232351 
fax +39 0577 232202 
e-mail: francioni@unisi.it 
 
Mme Lisa Zaffi 
Ministère des Affaires Etrangères 
Direction Générale pour la cooperation culturelle - III 
p.le della Farnesina 1 
I- 00194 ROMA 
tel +39 06 3691 8693 
fax +39 06 3691 7178 
e-mail: zaffi@esteri.it 
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M. Pasquale Bruno Malara 
Ministère pour les Biens et les Activités Culturels 
Soprintendente Regionale pour le Piémont 
Soprintendenza per i beni architettonici  
e del paesaggio del Piemonte 
piazza S.Giovanni 2, TORINO 
tel +39 011 4361332 
fax +39 011 4361484 
 
Mme Elena Frugoni 
Ministère pour les Biens et les Activités Culturels 
Soprintendenza per i beni architettonici  
e del paesaggio del Piemonte 
piazza S.Giovanni 2, TORINO 
tel +39 011 5220415 
fax +39 011 4361484 
 
Mme Maria Rosaria Palombi 
Ministère pour les Biens et les Activités Culturels 
Gruppo di lavoro per la Lista del Patrimonio Mondiale 
piazza del Popolo 18, ROMA 
tel +39 06 3265981 
fax +39 06 3611792 
e-mail:  
m.palombi@mbca.ucbap.interbusiness.it 
 
M. Manuel Roberto Guido 
Ministère pour les Biens et les Activités Culturels 
Gruppo di lavoro per la Lista del Patrimonio Mondiale 
piazza del Popolo 18, ROMA 
tel +39 06 3265984 
fax +39 06 3201390 
e-mail:  
m.guido@mbca.ucbap.interbusiness.it 
 
Mme Valentina Longo 
Ministère pour les Biens et les Activités Culturels 
Gabinetto del Ministro – Servizio Rapporti internazionali 
via del Collegio Romano 27, ROMA 
tel +39 06 6723712 
fax +39 06 6790426 
e-mail: vlongo@beniculturali.it 
 
Mme. Giuliana Gasparrini 
Ministère pour l’Environnement 
via C.Colombo 44 
I- 00147 ROMA 
tel +39 06 57228150 
fax +39 06 57228172 
e-mail: gasparrini.giuliana@minambiente.it 
 
Mme Giovanna Rossi 
Ministère pour l’Environnement 
via C.Colombo 44 
I- 00147 ROMA 
tel +39 06 57225037 
fax +39 06 57225093 
e-mail: rossi.giovanna@minambiente.it 
 
M. Franco Benaglia 
Ministère pour l’Environnement 
via C.Colombo 44 
I-  00147 ROMA 
tel +39 06 57228719 
fax +39 06 57228577 
 

M. Paolo Verucci 
Ministère pour l’Environnement 
via C.Colombo 44 
I-  00147 ROMA 
tel +39 06  57228719 
 
M. Aldo Audisio 
Directeur du musée National de la Montagne 
via G.Giardino 39 
I- 10131 TORINO 
tel +39 011 6604104 
fax +39 011 6604622 
e-mail: posta@museomontagna.org 
 
M. Augusto Biancotti 
Università di Torino 
via Valperga Caluso 35, TORINO 
tel +39 011 6707157 
fax +39 011 6707155 
e-mail: biancotti@dst.unito.it 
 
 
SUISSE/SWITZERLAND 

M. Engelbert Ruoss 
Commission nationale suisse pour l’Unesco 
Réserve de Biosphère  
CH- 6110 Schuepfheim 
tel +41 41 4858850 
fax +41 41 4858801 
e-mail: e.ruoss@biosphaere.ch 
 
 
UNESCO 
 
M. Francesco Bandarin 
Directeur du Centre du Patrimoine Mondial 
7 Place de Fontenoy 
F- 75732 PARIS 07 SP 
 
Mme Mechtild Rössler 
Europe 
Centre du Patrimoine Mondial 
7 Place de Fontenoy 
F- 75732 PARIS 07 SP 
tel +33 1 45681891 
fax +33 1 45685570 
e-mail: m.rossler@unesco.org 
 
 
OTHER PARTICIPANTS/AUTRES PARTICIPANTS 
 
M. Osvaldo Ferrero 
Regione Piemonte 
Corso Regina Margherita 304, TORINO 
tel +39 011 4324543 
fax +39 011 4325183 
 
Mme Patrizia Rossi 
Regione Piemonte 
Parco Alpi Marittime Federazione Europarc 
Corso Bianco 5, TORINO 
tel +39 0171 97397 
fax +39 0171 97542 
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Mme Daniela Delleani 
Regione Piemonte 
Settore Parchi Naturali 
via Nizza 18, TORINO 
tel +39 011 4323507 
fax +39 011 4324759 
e-mail: daniela.delleani@regione.piemonte.it 
 
M. Marco Cicchelli 
Regione Piemonte 
Assessorato alla Montagna 
Corso Stati Uniti 21, TORINO 
tel +39 011 4321631 
fax +39 011 4323451 
e-mail: markcic@tin.it 
 
M. Edoardo Martinengo 
Comitato interministeriale Montagna 
Ministero del Tesoro 
via Lanfranchi 26, 10131 TORINO 
tel +39 011 8193567 
fax +39 011 8393148 
 
Mme. Anna Maria Pioletti 
Università di Torino 
10099 SAN MAURO (TO) 
tel +39 011 8227413 
e-mail: apioletti@hotmail.com 
 
Giuliano Soria 
Premio Grinzane cavour 
via Montebello 21, TORINO 
tel +39 011 8100111 
 
Renato Montabone 
Assessore allo Sport 
Comune di Torino 
Corso Ferrucci 122, TORINO 
 
Elena Fassio 
Regione Piemonte 
Piazza Castello 165, TORINO 
 
Daniela Formento  
Dirigente beni culturali 
Regione Piemonte 
via Meucci 1, TORINO 
 
Anna Maria Monguzzi 
Pianificazione ambientale e gestione parchi 
Regione Lombardia 
via Stresa 24, MILANO 
tel +39 02 67656502 
fax +39 02 67655686 
e-mail: anna_maria_monguzzi@regione.lombardia.it 
 
Francesco Candio 
Soprintendenza Beni ambientali Veneto orientale 
Piazza San Marco 63, VENEZIA 
tel +39 041 2404252 
fax +30 041 5203142 
e-mail: ambiente@sbaavo.it 
 

Astrid Wiedenhofer 
Ufficio parchi naturali 
Provincia di Bolzano 
via C.Battisti 21, BOLZANO 
tel +39 0471 414308 
fax +39 0471 414309 
e-mail: astrid.wiedenhofer@provincia.bz.it 
 
Alberto Ghedina 
Club Alpino Italiano 
Osservatorio tecnico per l’ambiente 
via Petrella 19 
I- 20214 MILANO 
tel +39 02 205723233 
e-mail: ambiente.natura@cai.it 
 
Paolo Savio 
Soprintendenza beni architettonici e del paesaggio 
piazza Duomo 14, MILANO 
tel +39 02 86462010 
 
Cristina De La Pierre 
Regione Valle d’Aosta 
Piazza Narbonne 3, AOSTA 
tel +39 0165 272736 
fax +39 272666 
e-mail: c.delapierre@regione.vda.it 
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Annex II 
 

PROGRAMME  
 

Thursday, July 5th 
 
14.30 
 
15.00 – 18.00 
 
 
 
 
 

20.30 

 
 
Welcome addresses and opening of the meeting 
 
First working session 
Chair: Prof. F. Francioni 

Presentation of the Italian proposal concerning the criteria to identify areas for 
the nomination (Arch. P. B. Malara) 

Comments of the delegations 

Dinner offered by Regione Piemonte and by  Museo Nazionale della Montagna
Ristorante “Vintage”, Piazza Solferino 16 H, Torino 

Friday, July 6th 
 
09.30 – 12.30 
 
 
 
 

13.00 
 
14.00 – 23.00 
 
 

 
 
Second working session 
Chair: Prof. F. Francioni 

Contributions of the delegations 

Debate 

Lunch at the Museum restaurant  
 
Excursion to  Sampeyre Pass, Elva e Saluzzo 
Dinner offered by Provincia di Cuneo and by Comune di Saluzzo 
Ristorante “Ostu dij Baloss”, via Gualtieri 38, Saluzzo (CN) 

Saturday, July 7th 
 
09.30 – 12.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12.00 
 
 
13.00 

14.30 – 18.00 
 

 
 
20.30 
 

 
 
Third working session 
Chair: Prof. F. Francioni 

Presentation concerning some possible application of criteria to Italian areas  
(Prof. A. Biancotti)  

Debate 
 
Presentation of the reorganization project of Museo Nazionale della Montagna 
e Vedetta Alpina (press conference) 
 
Colazione nel ristorante del Museo  

Quarta sessione di lavoro 
Presiede: Prof. F. Francioni 

Presentation, discussion and approval of the final document 
 
Dinner offered by Città di Torino 
Ristorante “La Smarrita”, via C. Battisti, 17,  Torino 

Sunday, July 8th 
 
08.30  
10.00 – 12.00  
13.30 

 
 
Departure to Exilles Fort 
Visit of the Fort 
Return to Torino 

 


