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Operational Guidelines - §24 

Examine  
the state of conservation 
of World Heritage properties 
through processes of 
Reactive monitoring  
and Periodic Reporting 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the functions of the Committee:  

On the basis of these regular reports, the World Heritage Committee decides, in consultation with the State Party concerned and as per Paragraph 24 of the Operational Guidelines: 
- whether additional measures are required to conserve the property;
- whether to delete the property from the List of World Heritage in Danger if the property is no longer under threat;
or whether it should consider the deletion of the property from the World Heritage List if the property has deteriorated to the extent that it has lost those characteristics which determined its inscription on the World Heritage List, in accordance with the procedure set out in paragraphs 192-198 of the Operational Guidelines.
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State of conservation reports 
(+/- 2,700) 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Operational Guidelines (Para. 169) indicates that
“the Secretariat, other sectors of UNESCO and the Advisory Bodies (report) to the Committee on the state of conservation of specific World Heritage properties that are under threat. To this end, the States Parties shall submit by 1 February to the Committee through the Secretariat, specific reports and impact studies each time exceptional circumstances occur or work is undertaken which may have an effect on the state of conservation of the property.”As part of the reactive monitoring process for properties inscribed on the World Heritage List and on the List of World Heritage in Danger, each year the World Heritage Centre and the Advisory Bodies prepare reports on the state of conservation of some selected properties to be examined by the World Heritage Committee.

In the 40 years of existence of the Convention, several thousands reports on the state of conservation of properties have been prepared and examined. Besides compiling background information on the properties and reviewing information from different sources, these reports highlight the factors affecting the Outstanding Universal Value, integrity and authenticity of the property and propose activities to mitigate the threats. In some cases, they include a set of corrective measures and a timeframe for their implementation.




SOC reports 
 
 
 

► Exceptional documentation 
    on various conservation issues 
 
► One of the most comprehensive 

 monitoring system of all international 
 conventions 

 
► Global network of nearly 

 500 properties 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Besides compiling background information on the properties and reviewing information from different sources, these reports highlight the factors affecting the Outstanding Universal Value, integrity and authenticity of the property and propose activities to mitigate the threats. In some cases, they include a set of corrective measures and a timeframe for their implementation.




but…… 
 

 
 



SOC reports 
 
 

► Scattered data; difficult to retrieve and use 

PDF 

Excel 

Word 

Scans 

Various Web pages 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wealth of information scattered in many places and formats (Word, PDF, pictures, scans, etc…) 
Difficult to retrieve




2012 
 

Flemish Government support  
SOC Information System 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SOC Information Project   support from the Flemish government in 2012-2013



Project objective 
 

 
 

► To establish a comprehensive 
online information system 

 
 
►  Available for all   (different access levels) 

 
►  Advanced search facility  (statutory data) 

 
►  Available in 2 official languages (English / français) 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Objectives of the SOC information System project



Project objective 
 

 
 

 
► It helps in: 
 
• Monitoring properties 

 
• Improving transparency 

 
• Improving institutional memory 
 
• Well-informed and consistent decision-making 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Objectives of the SOC information System project



Link to PR process 

Narrative threats (SOC reports)  

 
 

Factors (PR – Section II)  
 

 
  83 standardized factors 

“Theft of stone from ruins for use as building material” 

“Illegal activities” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is identified in the SOC reports by the Advisory Bodies and the World Heritage Centre as «  Factors affecting the property identified in previous reports> as a narrative threats has been systematically linked to the standardized 83 Factors of the PR process (primary and secondary). The proper integration with the PR data set is planned for 2015



Link to other WH databases 
 

 Nominations  

 List of World Heritage in Danger 

 International Assistance 

 Statutory documents 

 Decisions 

 Maps and galleries 
 etc. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Online Information System is a comprehensive and integrated database on the state of conservation of World Heritage properties since1979 and the factors* affecting their Outstanding Universal Value. This state of conservation database is integrated with all the other World Heritage Centre databases on Nominations, International Assistance, States Parties information, statutory documentation, World Heritage Committee’s decisions, etc. 

And in the future it is also planned to link the information to other related Convention, i.e. when a site is both a World Heritage property and a Ramsar site – for 2015/16



Access to  
SOC Information System 



Information System homepage 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Home page of the System, including:
Introduction to reactive monitoring
Interactive charts
Statistics
Quick links to States Parties, Years, Regions




Advanced search 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It includes an advanced search form per property, per region, per State Party, per year, per type of threat, etc

Advanced search facility
Over 100 criteria – users can cumulate as many as they wish
Especially detailed and standardized list of threats affecting World Heritage sites





Clickable charts 

Statistics Different views 

Results 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How results are displayed after a specific query. 



Views 



Statistics 



Detail views 





Draft decision 
+ Adopted decision 



ONE entry-point  

to 40 years  

of conservation  

http://whc.unesco.org/en/soc/
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