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Tiis Adiice fiots i iniended to provide States Parties and ofher stahehaiders with Qudante on iiegraring
Iraturai’ Worid Meritoge Sites within Emvironmental Assessments (including Steotealc Emironmental
L Saesin

o 10 ensuring thot impocts proposals on o site’s
|Outstanding Universol Value, and alteraatives to these propasals, ave fully cansidered in decision-making.
(ultimately, the gim of Evironmentol Asse ssment is (0 equip decision-mokers with the information necessory.

Guidance on
Heritage Impact Assessments 1. What are natural World Heritage Sites?
for Cultural World Heritage Properties eriogs s o e
nscrioenl on UNESCO's Word Heriage Lt These s rank smengst the workd's most important maturst
s srovides
A publication of the International Council on Monuments and Sites recognized a5

o humanity (see Sectian 3).

World Heritage Sites include many housshold conservation names such as the Serengeti National Park,
Galapagos, the Grand Canynn and the Great Barier Reef and are often a last refuge for threatened species,
such a3 the Mountain Goria, Giant Panda anc Orangutan. There are more than 200 natural Warld Heritage
Stes cavering over 260 toess than 1% of the 0%
ofthe planet's protectedaress [inha).

Marystes e Projects, poaching, iegal
s el i . of nearby 8%
are an the List of World Heritage = D. by ion i e the status

many of ies is currently nat kay

These sites represent 4 commitment o luture generations that the international cammurity has a duty to
uphald, 55 embadied in Articla 6(1) of the Weorld Heritage Convention which states that *..such heritage

s the duty of 8 whale to
caoperate.” To find ot more please see hiryfwhe unesca org.
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2. Background on Environmental Assessments
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Environmental assessments are intended tn dentiy, evaluate, avoid and miligate the potential
environmental and social Impacts of devalopment p bafore 3 decision on thelr funding or
imp n & taken. Envirenmental Assemments are ako intended 1o 3
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3 Planning
o0 Legal framework in the planning process
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o World Heritage boundaries

4 Capacity
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0 Sustainable use and benefit sharing
o0 World Heritage education and interpretation programmes
o Tourism at World Heritage sites

6 Delivering results
0 Monitoring at World Heritage sites
0 Research at World Heritage sites )
o Reporting to the World Heritage Committee =S | s
. . . i i
0 Monitoring management effectiveness: EnhancMr; @5

e [ S Heritage Toolkit Unitd Nallons © World Heritago
[P T — ICCROMA Educational, Scientificand | Convention
wmﬂmm: : b e . cuw’uommalru‘ . Convention du
Reso urces des Nmﬁm patrimoine mondiake
léducation,
. . la science of la culure. © Convencitn del
Contact infomation Organizacin * PaNimOnio mundial

Ia Clencla y i Cutura *



Contents

1 World Heritage background

1.1 Getting informed
1.2 Overview of the World Heritage nomination process
1.3 lllustrations of World Heritage concepts

2 Preparation
2.1 Existing information on the property
2.2 Setting up a team
2.3 Participation of local people and other stakeholders
2.4 Staging the preparation of a nomination and suggested
key stages

UWEHGREGRENR Resource Manual

3 Defining and understanding the property
3.1 Potential Outstanding Universal Value, attributes and
boundaries

4 Writing and preparing the nomination file
4.1 General tips
4.2 Nomination format

5 Evaluation process
5.1 General

5.2 IUCN evaluation process
5.3 ICOMOS evaluation process

Bibliography

Contact information

= | =
IHIEE)

MO <» 2@ w ‘
& IUCN Eaucstona, Solcand - Comventon ™
mam | e ICCROM  ICOMOS e | coiona

Scionmzand | Organisaticn
T des Nasons Unies . patrimoine mondiale
la science ot la cullure. © Convencién del
Organizacitn patrimonio mundial
00 las Naciones Unidas  «
para la Educacion,
la Clencla y la Cultura




Contents

ICOMOS 1. Background
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o Diverse regulatory, planning and management contexts
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0 A defendable system for assessing/evaluating impact

o0 Can impacts be avoided, reduced, rehabilitated or
compensated — mitigation?

o Deliver an evaluation that is helpful to States Parties, the
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properties in particular

Appendix 1:  Heritage Impact Assessment Process
Appendix 2:  Scoping Report Contents
Appendix 3A: Example Guide for assessing value of heritage

assets
Appendix 3B: Example Guide for assessing magnltudeMpa
Appendix 4:  Heritage Impact Report Contents e : %@}

United Mations  © World Heritage
Educational, Sclentificand | Convention
Cultural Organizaticn |
. Convention du
s . Ppatrimoine mondiale

e ° Convencitn del
+ patrimonio mundial

la Clencla y la Culiura *



Heritage impact assessment : objectives

e Stress importance of
commissionning a HIA in case
of threat on a WH property

« Offer guidance on this process

« Evaluate the effective impact of
a potential development on
OUV of properties

 Help decision maker by
proposing adeguate measures
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HIA: preliminary questions

 What is the heritage at risk and why is it
Important?

 How will change or development propsal impact
on OUV and attributes?

 How can these effects be avoided, reduced, or
compensated?

e Legal framework (cf EIA)?
e \Who orders, who realizes HIA?
 |n which circumstances?
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HIA : content

o Collecting data (in order to:)

e Quantify an caracterize ouv attributes

« And their interrelations

* Analyse their vunerability/capacity of
change

o Caracterise nature of development or
change :

 |dentify severity of change and
significance of effect and their scale
(adverse/beneficial, major/negligeable)

* Include proposals to avoid, eliminate or
minimize adverse impacts on attributes W ©
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a few remarks

o Establish a dialogue between all stakeholders and
people concerned

e Try to adapt the HIA's scope to the situation

e Try to take the Initiative as soon as possible
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Loire valley, town of Orleans
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IUCN

V FINAL DRAFT, 07 June 2013

IUCN World Heritage Advice Note

Environmental Assessment & World Heritage

This Advice Note is intended to provide States Parties and other stakeholders with guidance on integrating
naturai® World Heritage Sites within Environmental Assessments (including Strategic Environmental
Assessments and Environmental & Social Impact Assessments). Effective integration of World Heritage Sites in
these processes is critical to ensuring that the potential adverse impacts of development proposals on a site’s
Outstanding Universal Value, and alternatives to these proposals, are fully considered in decision-making.
Ultimately, the aim of Environmental Assessment is to equip decision-makers with the informuation necessary
to preserve these exceptional sites for future generations.

1. What are natural World Heritage Sites?

Natural World Heritage Sites are intemationally recognized under the World Heritage Convention and are
inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List. These sites rank amongst the world’s most important natural
areas. The UNESCO World Heritage Convention, ratified by 190 countries, provides a unigue framework for
securing the conservation of these exceptional places, recognized as being of Outstanding Universal Value
to humanity (see Section 3).

World Heritage Sites include many household conservation names such as the Serengeti Mational Park,
Galapagos, the Grand Canyon and the Great Barrier Reef, and are often a last refuge for threatened species,
such as the Mountain Gorilla, Giant Panda and QOrangutan. There are more than 200 natural World Heritage
Sites covering over 260 million hectares, which equates to less than 1 % of the Earth’s surface and over 10%
of the planet’s protected areas {in ha).

Many sites are increasingly faced with threats such as mining, major infrastructure projects, poaching, illegal
logging, agricultural encroachment and climate change. Of the 217 natural World Heritage Sites, nearly 8%
are on the List of World Heritage in Danger, 25% are affected by serious c onservation issues, and the status
of many of sites is currently not known.

These sites represent a commitment to future generations that the international community has a duty to
uphold, as embodied in Article 6{1) of the World Heritage Convention which states that “...such heritoge
constitutes a world heritage for whose protection it is the duty of the international community as a whole to
coaperate.” To find out more please see http://whc.unesco.org/.

2. Background on Environmental Assessments
Environmental assessments are intended to identify, evaluate, avoid and mitigate the potential

environmental and social impacts of development proposals before a decision on their funding or
implementation is taken. Environmental Assessments are also intended to assess altematives to

 For cultural sites there exist guidelines for Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) which areavailable here www icomos org HiAcan also be an
integrated part of Environmental Assessments.
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