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World Heritage Convention 1972
for the protection of World’s Cultural & Natural Heritage

The WH Convention recognises properties of 
‘outstanding universal value’.

• The notion of OUV is substantiated by applying 
the criteria set out in the Operational Guidelines

• Conditions of Integrity & Authenticity have to be 
met by the attributes of the properties conveying 
OUV

• An adequate protection and management system 
must be in place
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OUV & Attributes

The World Heritage Convention a property-based 
convention,

therefore
• It is sites or properties that are inscribed on the 

List (and not values or ideas)
• Those properties need to express OUV, and
• It is attributes that convey OUV

Attributes are physical elements, and 
tangible or intangible aspects or processes 

of the property that make manifest OUV 
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Value-based management (VBM)

• in the heritage realm VBM refers to processes in 
which the values of a property and related 
attributes are identified, made explicit, and clearly 
put at the basis of conservation and management 
activity.

• Values-based approaches require that identified 
values be ‘codified’ in a declaration - the 
‘statement of significance’
– in which attributes in conveying the significance of the 

property need to be indentified and their role clarified

– The Statement of Significance becomes the 
reference for any future action.
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a clear and shared understanding of what OUV is for WH 
properties and how properties make OUV evident/ manifest/ 

understandable is essential

Today when World Heritage Committee inscribes a property 
on the list, a Statement of OUV (SoOUV) is approved

SoOUV encapsulates why the property is considered 
to be of OUV:
– How it satisfies criteria
– What are the attributes that make manifest OUV
– How/ to what extent attributes convey OUV 

(conditions of authenticity – integrity)
– Which are the needs/ arrangements for 

protection and management to sustain OUV

Value-based management in the WH context
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Authenticity in the WH Context

Authenticity is looked at two levels:

• ‘Authentication process’ (at the time of nomination)
attributes of the property should credibly and truthfully 

reflect the proposed OUV (SP proposal and ABs
assessment)

• Declination of the character/ specificity of the 
property in relation to its OUV (selected criteria) as 
expressed by its attributes, result of the 
history/evolution of the property (useful for 
management)
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“The ability to understand the value attributed to the 
heritage depends on the degree to which information 
sources about this value may be understood as credible 
or truthful.” (OG, 2012)

• Authenticity thus  relates to how credibly and 
truthfully attributes reflect OUV

“The statement of authenticity should assess 
the degree to which authenticity is present in, or 
expressed by, each of these significant attributes.”
(OG, 2012)

it needs to say briefly whether the attributes that carry 
OUV  convey their message credibly and truthfully. 

Authenticity in the WH context: current Op Guidelines
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For properties nominated under criteria (i) to (vi), the physical 
fabric of the property and/or its significant features:

• should be in good condition (intactness)

• and the impact of deterioration processes controlled
(absence of threats)

• A significant proportion of the elements necessary to 
convey the totality of the value conveyed by the 
property should be included (wholeness)

• Relationships and dynamic functions present in cultural 
landscapes, historic towns or other living properties
essential to their distinctive character should also be 
maintained (functional/structural/visual integrity)

(para. 89)

Integrity in the WH context: Current Op Guidelines
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Case studies
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• 1 EEA funded Research Project on
“Improvement of the existing protection and management systems 
for sites inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List. Preparation of 
statements of outstanding universal values and monitoring 
indicators, based on Norwegian and Polish experiences”
Selected examples: 1 WH historic city (Historic Centre of 
Kraków) and 1 industrial property and its associated landscape
(Røros Mining Town and the Circumference)

•3 World Heritage properties:
•Transboundary: The Curonian Spit (Lithuania, Russian 
Federation), 2000, C (v)
•Cultural Landscape: Loire Valley, 
•Archaeological Site: Stonehenge, Avebury and associated 
sites
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Historic Centre of Kraków (Poland), 1978

Criterion: (iv)

Statement of OUV
The historic layout of Cracow, with Wawel and Kazimierz, is one of the most 
outstanding examples of European urban planning, characterised by the 
harmonious development and accumulation of elements representing all 
architectural styles from the early Romanesque phase up to Modernism. The 
importance of the city is evident in the urban layout, numerous churches and 
monasteries, monumental secular public buildings, the remains of medieval city 
walls, as well as urban palaces and town houses designed and built by high-class 
architects and craftsmen. The value of the ensemble is determined by the extraordinary 
accumulation of monuments from various periods, preserved in their original 
form, with authentic fittings, which combine to create a uniform urban ensemble in 
which the tangible and intangible heritage is preserved and nurtured to the present 
day. 
The dominant point of the urban ensemble, Wawel Hill, is the symbol of the crown, 
a necropolis documenting the dynastic and political links of medieval and 
modern Europe. Cracow, one of the largest administrative and commercial centres in 
Central Europe, was a centre of arts and crafts, a place where Eastern and Western 
culture and art met. The importance of Cracow as a cultural centre of European 
significance is reinforced by the existence of one of the oldest universities of 
international renown, the Jagiellonian University. The picture of the city’s cultural 
richness is supplemented by Jewish monuments of Cracow’s Kazimierz. 
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Historic Centre of Kraków (Poland), 1978

Criterion (iv): Cracow is an urban 
architectural ensemble of 
outstanding quality, in terms of both 
its townscape and its individual 
monuments. The historic centre 
of the town admirably illustrates 
the process of continuous urban 
growth from the Middle Ages to 
the present day.
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Historic Centre of Kraków (Poland), 1978

Issues / threats / factors affecting the 
property (from Periodic Reporting
Exercise):

• Development pressure, environmental 
pressure, natural disasters, visitor/tourism 
pressure

• A tendency of buildings proposed to be erected 
on the few available plots to exceed the size of 
existing Old Town buildings

• Unfinished transport investment projects and 
lack of strategically located car parks which 
would allow to remove all vehicle traffic from 
the inscribed area

• Sporadic possibility of flooding development of 
tourist infrastructure (hotels)

• Transport related natural environment pollution
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Historic Centre of Kraków
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Historic Centre of Kraków
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Historic Centre of Kraków
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Historic Centre of Kraków
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Historic Centre of Kraków
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Historic Centre of Kraków
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Røros Mining Town and the Circumference (Norway), 
1980, 2010 (extension)

Criteria: (iii), (iv), (v)

Røros Mining Town and the Circumference
are linked to the copper mines, established in 
the 17th century and exploited for 333 years
until 1977. The site comprises the Town and 
its industrial-rural cultural landscapes; 
Femundshytta, a smelter with its associated
area; and the Winter Transport Route. […] 
Røros contains about 2000 wooden one-
and two-storey houses and a smelting
house. […] Surrounded by a buffer zone, 
coincident with the area of privileges (the 
Circumference) granted to the mining enterprise
by the Danish-Norwegian Crown (1646), the 
property illustrates the establishment and 
flourishing of a lasting culture based on 
copper mining in a remote region with a harsh
climate. 
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Røros Mining Town and the Circumference (Norway), 
1980, 2010 (extension)

Criterion (iii): From the time copper ore was found in the mountains at Røros in 
1644 until the copper works went bankrupt in 1977, with German mining
technology as a starting point, employing German, Danish, Swedish immigrants, 
and Norwegian nationals, a unique culture developed to extract the valuable
copper in a remote and sparsely inhabited area. Today there is no mining in the 
area, but Røros Mining Town and the traces of mining, smelters, 
transport, and water management systems bear unique witness to the 
adaptation of technology to the requirements of the natural environment
and the remoteness of the situation. 
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Røros Mining Town and the Circumference (Norway), 
1980, 2010 (extension)

Criterion (iv): Røros townscape and its
related industrial and rural landscapes, with
their interlinked industrial activity and 
domestic and agricultural accommodation
within an urban environment, illustrate in an
outstanding manner how people adapted to the 
extreme circumstances in which they had to live 
and how they used the available indigenous
resources to provide shelter, produce food for
their sustenance, and contribute to the national
wealth of the country. Technologically, their
buildings and installations evolved through
the use of available indigenous materials to
functionally satisfy the combined approach
of mining and agrarian practices whilst at the 
same time accommodating the consequences of
dealing with extreme climatic conditions. 
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Røros Mining Town and the Circumference (Norway), 
1980, 2010 (extension)

Criterion (v): Røros Mining Town and the Circumference constitute a totality
that is an outstanding example of traditional settlement and land-use. The 
various activities that have been carried out in the area constitute a coherent and 
interdependent unit. These activities have shaped a cultural landscape that
provides a unique picture of how the mines and the mining town functioned as a 
complex and at times vulnerable system that verged on the limits of what was
possible in an inhospitable environment with a harsh climate. 
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Røros Mining Town and the Circumference (Norway), 
1980, 2010 (extension)

Issues/ threats / factors affecting
the property (from I Periodic
Reporting Exercise)

• Development pressure, environmental
pressure, agricultural/forestry regimes

• Deposits from the processing of copper
ore are a source of poisonous leakage, 
especially to water.

• The cultural landscape is dramatically
changing as the vegetation is
spreading (farming abandoned). 
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Røros Mining Town and the Circumference
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Røros Mining Town and the Circumference
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Røros Mining Town and the Circumference

Attribute Component Feature/ Element
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cultural landscape - Criteria: (v)
SOUV (in draft form)
The Curonian Spit landscape is a unique vulnerable sandy wooded cultural 
landscape of the coastal spit with small Curonian lagoon settlements formed and 
still being formed by the sea, wind and human activity. Rich with abundance of 
unique natural and cultural properties, it has retained its social and cultural importance. 
The Curonian Spit cultural landscape reflects changes in the natural environment
and local community, and the need to choose and implement the appropriate 
actions over time in order to survive in the changing environment. […] The most 
valuable elements and qualities of the Curonian Spit cultural landscape are the unique
size and general spatial structure […] expressing harmonious coexistence between 
humans and nature […] characteristic powerful panoramas and silhouette from 
the Curonian Lagoon; cultural formations […] the remains of postal tracks, trade 
villages of 10–11th centuries, historic fishermen villages and other 
archaeological heritage covered by sand; the spatial-planned structure and 
architecture of ancient fishermen villages turned into resort settlements: ancient 
wooden fishermen houses, professionally-designed buildings of the 19th century: 
lighthouses, piers, churches, schools, villas; elements of marine cultural heritage.  
Natural and man-made formations include the distinctive Great Dune Ridge and 
individual dunes, relicts of ancient parabolic dunes; man-made protective 
coastal dune ridge; relicts of moraine islands, seacoast and littoral forests, 
littoral capes; ancient forests, mountain pine forests and other unique sand flora and 
fauna, bird migration path; Social-cultural traditions, spirituality, social 
perception of the area […] are of high importance.

Curonian Spit (Lithuania, Russian Federation) - 2000

Meeting of the Mediterranean European Focal Points for World Heritage
16 - 19 September 2013, Florence, Italy

cultural landscape
Criterion (v) The Curonian Spit
is an outstanding example of a 
landscape of sand dunes that
is under constant threat from
natural forces (wind and tide). 
After disastrous human
interventions that menaced its
survival the Spit was reclaimed
by massive protection and 
stabilization works begun in 
the 19th century and still
continuing to the present day.

Curonian Spit (Lithuania, Russian Federation) - 2000
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Curonian Spit (Lithuania, Russian Federation) - 2000

Issues/ factors affecting the 
property (from SOC reports):

• potential pollution from the oil 
exploitation of the D-6 oil field in the 
Baltic Sea by the Russian Federation;

• Lack of bilateral cooperation between 
Lithuania and the Russian Federation 
including joint assessment of 
environmental impact of the D-6 
project;

• Impacts of sewage spill accident which 
took place at Klaipeda Water Treatment 
Station (Lithuania);

• New and possibly illegal constructions;
• Sand dunes erosion;
• Possible tourism economic zone in 

Kaliningrad (programmes cancelled - ?)
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The Loire Valley between Sully-sur-Loire and Chalonnes
(France), 2000

Criteria: (i), (ii), (iv) - Cultural Landscape
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The Loire Valley between Sully-sur-Loire and Chalonnes
(France), 2000

Criterion (i): The Loire Valley is noteworthy for the quality of its architectural
heritage, in its historic towns such as Blois, Chinon, Orléans, Saumur, and Tours, 
but in particular in its world-famous castles, such as the Château de Chambord.
Criterion (ii): The Loire Valley is an outstanding cultural landscape along a 
major river which bears witness to an interchange of human values and to a 
harmonious development of interactions between human beings and their
environment over two millennia.

Criterion (iv): The landscape of the Loire Valley, and more particularly its many
cultural monuments, illustrate to an exceptional degree the ideals of the 
Renaissance and the Age of the Enlightenment on western European thought and 
design.
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The Loire Valley between Sully-sur-Loire and Chalonnes
(France), 2000

inventory threats
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The Loire Valley between Sully-sur-Loire and Chalonnes
(France), 2000

inventory threats
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The Loire Valley between Sully-sur-Loire and Chalonnes
(France), 2000

1inventory threats

Issues/ factors (as identified in the MP)
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The Loire Valley between Sully-sur-Loire and Chalonnes
(France), 2000

Issues/ factors (as identified in the MP)
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The Loire Valley between Sully-sur-Loire and Chalonnes
(France), 2000

1. Structure of the Management Plan
• The Oustanding Universal Value of the property
• Loire Valley: a model of spatial organisation shaped along centuries
• Landscapes shaped by economic activities
• Natural character of the river and its beauty

2. Threats and vulnerabilities
• Landscape an public policies
• Loire Valley landscape patterns and components
• Analytical grid
• Inventory of threats
• Themes and areas of intervention

3. Guidelines for a shared management

4. Specific Actions by the State
• Protect the emblematic spaces of the property
• Integrate the landscape issues/ challenges in the public planning policies
• Integrate the landscape issues/ challenges in the management of the river

domain
• Promote the elaboration of the landscape plan
• Ensure the monitoring of the MP
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The Loire Valley between Sully-sur-Loire and Chalonnes
(France), 2000

3. Guidelines for a shared management
• Preserve and valorise remarkable heritage and spaces
• Maintain the open landscapes and the views of the Loire Valley
• Master the human settlement
• Organise the urban development
• Integrate new equipment in the setting
• Valorise the entrances and discovery axes of the property
• Organise a sustainable tourism
• Favour the understanding of the OUV b local actors
• Accompany decision makers through the council and the 

permanent participation

To know more check at http://www.valdeloire.org/Actions/Grands-projets/Plan-de-gestion-du-site-inscrit/Plan-de-gestion-des-
orientations-communes-pour-agir
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The Loire Valley between Sully-sur-Loire and Chalonnes
(France), 2000

Management Plan – Cahiers pratiques
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The Loire Valley between Sully-sur-Loire and Chalonnes
(France), 2000

Management Plan – Cahiers pratiques
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Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites (United
Kingdom), 1986
Criteria: (i), (ii), (iii)

Statement of OUV – Brief Description
The Stonehenge, Avebury, and Associated 
Sites World Heritage Site is internationally 
important for its complexes of outstanding 
prehistoric monuments. Stonehenge is the 
most architecturally sophisticated prehistoric 
stone circle in the world, while Avebury is the 
largest in the world. Together with inter-
related monuments and their associated 
landscapes, they help us to understand 
Neolithic and Bronze Age ceremonial and 
mortuary practices. They demonstrate around 
2000 years of continuous use and monument 
building between c. 3700 and 1600 BC. As such 
they represent a unique embodiment of our 
collective heritage.
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Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites (United
Kingdom), 1986

Criterion (i): The monuments of the Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites 
demonstrate outstanding creative and technological achievements in prehistoric 
times. 
Stonehenge is the most architecturally sophisticated prehistoric stone circle in the world. It is 
unrivalled in its design and unique engineering, featuring huge horizontal stone lintels 
capping the outer circle and the trilithons, locked together by carefully shaped joints. It is 
distinguished by the unique use of two different kinds of stones (Bluestones and 
Sarsens), their size […] and the distance they were transported […]. The sheer scale of 
some of the surrounding monuments is also remarkable: 

the Stonehenge Cursus and the Avenue are both about 3 km long, while Durrington Walls
is the largest known henge in Britain, […], demonstrating the ability of prehistoric peoples 
to conceive, design and construct features of great size and complexity. Avebury
prehistoric stone circle is the largest in the world. The encircling henge consists of a huge 
bank and ditch 1.3 km in circumference, within which 180 local, unshaped standing stones 
formed the large outer and two smaller inner circles. Leading from two of its four 
entrances, the West Kennet and Beckhampton Avenues of parallel standing stones still 
connect it with other monuments in the landscape. Another outstanding monument, 
Silbury Hill, is the largest prehistoric mound in Europe. Built around 2400 BC, it stands 
39.5 m high and comprises half a million tonnes of chalk. The purpose of this imposing, 
skilfully engineered monument remains obscure. 
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Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites (United
Kingdom), 1986

Criterion (ii): The World Heritage property provides an outstanding illustration of the 
evolution of monument construction and of the continual use and shaping of the 
landscape over more than 2000 years, from the early Neolithic to the Bronze Age. The 
monuments and landscape have had an unwavering influence on architects, artists, 
historians and archaeologists, and still retain a huge potential for future research. The 
megalithic and earthen monuments of the World Heritage property demonstrate the shaping of 
the landscape through monument building for around 2000 years from circa 3700 BC, 
reflecting the importance and wide influence of both areas. 

Since the 12th century when Stonehenge was considered one of the wonders of the world by 
the chroniclers Henry de Huntington and Geoffrey de Monmouth, the Stonehenge and Avebury
Sites have excited curiosity and been the subject of study and speculation. Since early 
investigations by John Aubrey (1626-1697), Inigo Jones (1573-1652), and William Stukeley
(1687-1765), they have had an unwavering influence on architects, archaeologists, 
artists and historians. The two parts of the World Heritage property provide an excellent 
opportunity for further research. Today, the property has spiritual associations for some. 
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Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites (United
Kingdom), 1986

Criterion (iii): The complexes of monuments at Stonehenge and Avebury provide an 
exceptional insight into the funerary and ceremonial practices in Britain in the Neolithic 
and Bronze Age. Together with their settings and associated sites, they form landscapes without 
parallel. The design, position and interrelationship of the monuments and sites are 
evidence of a wealthy and highly organised prehistoric society able to impose its concepts 
on the environment. 

An outstanding example is the alignment of the 
Stonehenge Avenue […] and Stonehenge stone 
circle on the axis of the midsummer sunrise and 
midwinter sunset, indicating their ceremonial and 
astronomical character. At Avebury the length 
and size of some of the features such as the West 
Kennet Avenue, which connects the Henge to the 
Sanctuary over 2 km away, are further evidence of 
this. A profound insight into the changing 
mortuary culture of the periods is provided by 
the use of Stonehenge as a cremation cemetery, 
by the West Kennet Long Barrow, the largest 
known Neolithic stone-chambered collective tomb in 
southern England, and by the hundreds of other 
burial sites illustrating evolving funerary rites. 
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Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites (United
Kingdom), 1986

Issues/ factors affecting the 
property (SOC reports):

• closure of route A344 running 
close to the property not 
accomplished (promised since 
inscription)

• lack of adequate visitor facilities
• threats to buried archaeological 

remains caused by ploughing  -
reversion of arable land to 
chalk grassland (addressed)

• localised conservation problems 
to archaeological remains due 
to subsidence (addressed)
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Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites (United
Kingdom), 1986

Structure of the Management 
Plan

1. Description of the WHS, 
assessment of its Outstanding
Universal Value, policy and 
management context, 
assessment of the 2000 Plan

2. Key management issues
affecting the WHS and 
monitoring indicators

3. Vision, long-term aims, short 
and medium-term policies

4. Action Plan for 2009-2015
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Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites (United
Kingdom), 1986

Attributes (follows in-depth description of each)
1. Stonehenge itself as a globally famous and iconic monument.
2. The physical remains of the Neolithic and Bronze Age funerary and 

ceremonial monuments and associated sites.
3. The siting of Neolithic and Bronze Age funerary and ceremonial sites 

and monuments in relation to the landscape.
4. The design of Neolithic and Bronze Age funerary and ceremonial sites 

and monuments in relation to the skies and astronomy.
5. The siting of Neolithic and Bronze Age funerary and ceremonial sites 

and monuments in relation to each other.
6. The disposition, physical remains and settings of the key Neolithic and 

Bronze Age funerary, ceremonial and other monuments and sites of
the period, which together form a landscape without parallel.

7. The influence of the remains of Neolithic and Bronze Age funerary and 
ceremonial monuments and their landscape settings on architects,
artists, historians, archaeologists and others.
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Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites (United
Kingdom), 1986

Excerpt from the 2009 Management Plan
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Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites (United
Kingdom), 1986

Excerpt from the 2009 Management Plan
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Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites (United
Kingdom), 1986
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Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites (United
Kingdom), 1986
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Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites (United
Kingdom), 1986
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Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites (United
Kingdom), 1986
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Stonehenge, Avebury and Associated Sites (United
Kingdom), 1986
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