The Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction
 is the world's foremost gathering of stakeholders committed to reducing disaster risk and building the resilience of communities and nations and provides a forum where progress towards the achievements on the Hyogo Framework for Action
 are presented.
The Fourth Session of the Global Platform was held in Geneva at the International Conference Centre from Sunday 19 May to Thursday 23 May 2013. 

UNESCO presented its work of the IPRED
 network during the Scientific and Technical Platform meeting on Monday 20 May. 
The next day, the official opening day of the event UNESCO organized with UNICEF and GFDRR a side event on Sharing Experiences on Safer School Initiatives around the World.  The session aroused the interest of a large number of participants, 116, who flooded the 40 seat room allocated. Presentation on work done in Armenia, Indonesia and Italy, were followed by a panel discussion. The meeting ended with a lively discussion. Key messages, outcomes and recommendations from the session were: 
· The Global Alliance for Disaster Risk Reduction Knowledge and Education as a platform aims towards global leadership for a comprehensive approach to DRR in the education sector, including 1. Safe learning facilities, 2. School disaster management and 3.DRR education;

· Advocate and support the mainstreaming of DRR in education policy and planning through and scale up efforts in each of these area;

· Align and integrate DRR education and safety of educational facilities with other post 2014/2015 agendas, including with the post-2015 Millennium Development Goals, Sustainable Development Goals, Education for Sustainable Development, Education for All, and Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA2) processes;

· Forge linkages between DRR, climate and environmental change and conflict education;

· In order to reach scale, safe school initiatives need to be directly linked to regular education investment programs. 

Further to the key messages the following recommendations to be addressed in the HFA2 were agreed upon the participants:
The role of education cannot be overstated and although captured in the preliminary discussions regarding HFA2, it needs to continue to receive prominence. Change is driven by knowledge and awareness within communities. In order to achieve sustainable and resilient communities, children, youth, disability groups and equal gender involvement needs to be integrated. For aiming towards knowledgeable and inclusive communities, a comprehensive approach to DRR in the education sector needs to be integrated within education policy, planning and programmes, aligned with disaster management strategies at all levels. Three specific areas of concrete deliverables to be supported are: 1) safe educational facilities, 2) disaster management and 3) disaster prevention and risk reduction education. It is essential to recognize the experience, capacities and results of projects that already exist whilst aiming to address critical gaps in quality assurance and outcomes through partnerships and collaboration. In order to advance DRR education and the school safety agenda in post-2015 support for the development of clear and measurable indicators reflecting integration of DRR into education policies is a priority. Building upon successful foundations, including guidelines, best practice analyses and resource tools with simplified methodologies, is the key to success. Furthermore, it will be essential to ensure that lessons learned are transferred and replicated. Scaling up successful experiences will require, inter alia, building strong government ownership to ensure sustainability of safe educational initiatives and strengthening collaboration among development actors. 

On Wednesday 22 May, UNESCO organized a featured event, along with UNISDR, ICCROM, ICOMOS ICORP, and MARSH on Heritage and Resilience.  The event was attended by more than 215 people and it provided a new perspective on the role of Culture and Cultural Heritage on Disaster Risk Reduction and how the resilience of communities can be built. A special publication
 was also prepared for the occasion.

The key messages of the session were the following:

Heritage, both cultural and natural, tangible and intangible, is a critical asset for sustainable development and human wellbeing, but is also increasingly exposed to disaster risks.


Heritage can play a very important role in building the resilience of communities to disasters and climate change, notably through relevant traditional knowledge associated to building techniques and environmental management, but also by its function as an anchor and binding element of our social fabric, related to its symbolic and spiritual meaning.


Heritage should, therefore, be seen not just as a liability in the event of disasters, but also as a key resource to building resilient communities, to be protected, nurtured and fully integrated within disaster risk reduction strategies and processes.  


A wealth of experience, models and tools exist on the protection of heritage from disaster and its use an asset for building local resilience. These, however, are often not integrated in mainstream heritage management strategies or DRR policies and programmes, due to a lack of awareness, political commitment and coordination.

Despite this, a number of city and national governments have taken steps reinforcing heritage and resilience.  For example:

· the cities of Byblos (Lebanon) and Venice (Italy) have developed partnerships for protecting heritage from disasters; 

· the government of Bhutan has included heritage in national DRR policies and plans;

· the government of France supports the integration of heritage and a culture sensitive approach in DRR policies.
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World Heritage Centre’s Giovanni Boccardi presenting at the session; a panoramic view of the room during the session.
The session made the following call for action:
1. The extraordinary role of tangible and intangible heritage, including the better utilization of traditional knowledge systems, as a critical component of resilient societies, should be recognized in the HFA2 post 2015 and integrated in DRR strategies and plans at international, regional, national and local levels.

2. To achieve this, political will at all levels (and in particular at the municipal level) needs to be harnessed to bring awareness of the importance of heritage in the DRR cycle.  Towards this end, city to city partnerships and networks of mayors should be developed to integrate heritage concerns in DRR planning.  

3. At a time when public resources and capacities for heritage conservation are being reduced, the unexplored potential of public- private partnerships in heritage and resilience should be harnessed, including consideration for grass root initiatives from civil society. Capacity building and awareness raising programmes should be also developed for all levels of stakeholders to ensure heritage is well integrated into the DRR cycle.
Seven key actions have been also identified to implement this agenda and place heritage at the heart of DRR policies.  These are described in Chapter 6 of the mentioned publication on Heritage and Resilience (see footnote 4 above).
On the last day of the Global Platform, UNESCO in cooperation with UNICEF, IFRC, Save the Children, Plan International and UNISDR organized a side event, on the Role of Public Awareness and Public Education in Building Community Resilience


More than 110 participants attended the meeting, which had a number of presentations from the co-organizers along with Member States, which was followed by a lively discussion. A number of key messages were formulated, the most important of which are the following: 

· Those who experienced with their respective governments emphasised mainly on the role of the Ministry of Education to collaborate with other ministries and organisations, apply better policies, enhance the education system and to promote public awareness of the importance of education in reducing risks. 

· The importance of children’s rights to education and the right to safety. To fulfill these top-level outcomes a comprehensive approach to educational continuity and child protection in the education sector are required.
· School safety advocates have collectively adopted a simple framework for understanding this, and refer to this as Comprehensive School Safety. It recognizes three main pillars:  1. safe school facilities, 2. school disaster management and 3. disaster prevention and risk reduction education
· There is NO recommendation to develop any single tool for generalized school safety assessments. While these have been attempted, they have not been shown to be scalable and have thus far minimal effectiveness. The reasons are that each of the three main pillars of school safety involve different processes, different implementing actors and decision-making authorities, different types of resources and expertise, and different types of policies and assessment approaches. 

· Disaster risk reduction at a community level is necessary while going hand in hand with the efforts of the families, and education sector emergency plans. 

· Assure a universal access to quality education, to work on disaster risk reduction in school curricula for all children and the rights of disabled children to attend any school. 

· Organisations must cooperate also with private sectors and media for a united effort which will scale up the importance of this matter.
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Mrs. Holst Kerst (UNESCO Geneva Liaison Office Officer In Charge) opening the session; a panoramic view of the room during the session.
The group of participants also suggested the following recommendations that HFA2 should recognize: 
· Important role of education and public awareness in building the culture of safety and resilience at all levels even at home. 

· Education policies, plans and programs which prepare communities for disasters as an important strategic element to disaster risk reduction
· Better systems of reporting and  accountability of governments on DRR education and school safety indicators and goals
· Disasters cannot be avoided but their risks and impacts certainly can be substantially reduced. They can only be reduced if all communities work into being well prepared, ready to act and are equipped with the knowledge and capacities for effective disaster management.

· Priorities should be defined by the government, taking into account communities needs and work closely with key organisations. Institutional commitment in order to work all together. 

· Private sectors, teachers and the social media must also support communities to reduce the risks as much as possible because their presence has great impacts. 

· Ensure greater funding and action on safe education facilities, management and integration of DRR in formal and non-formal learning.

· Promote greater South to South collaboration on good practice and lessons learning for advancing DRR and Education

· Better use of knowledge and information to drive decision making, coordination and planning in the education sector, emphasizing the importance of  sex and age disaggregated data on DRR, disaster losses and disaster impacts in learning and education

� The Global Platform for Disaster Reduction was established in 2007 as a biennial forum for information exchange, discussion of latest development and knowledge and partnership building across sectors, with the goal to improve implementation of disaster risk reduction through better communication and coordination amongst stakeholders. The Global Platform is organized by UNISDR, the UN's office for disaster risk reduction and secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction.


� In January 2005, 168 Governments adopted a 10-year plan to make the world safer from natural hazards at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, held in Kobe, Hyogo, Japan. The Hyogo Framework is a global blueprint for disaster risk reduction efforts during the next decade. Its goal is to substantially reduce disaster losses by 2015 - in lives, and in the social, economic, and environmental assets of communities and countries. The Framework offers guiding principles, priorities for action, and practical means for achieving disaster resilience for vulnerable communities.


� International Platform for Reducing Earthquake Disaster (IPRED) is a platform for collaborative research, training and education in the field of seismology and earthquake engineering. The main objects of this initiative are the following:


To exchange information and propose plans on collaborative research, training, and education regarding seismology and earthquake engineering in order to reduce disasters due to earthquakes, especially on buildings and housing.


To address policy-relevant issues related to the reduction of earthquake disaster risks and implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action, including the formulation of recommendations on priorities of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR).


To establish a system to dispatch experts to earthquake stricken countries in order to carry out post-earthquake field investigations and draw lessons for future risk reduction, by utilizing the worldwide network of the graduates of training courses organized by the IISEE (over 1400 graduates from some 100 countries).


� “Heritage and Resilience : issues and Opportunities for reducing disaster risks », accessible online from: http://whc.unesco.org/uploads/events/documents/event-1048-1.pdf





