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Historic Cairo World Heritage Property
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What is the Outstanding Universal Value

excerpt from Operational Guidelines for the Implementa-
tion of the World Heritage Convention, July 2012.
I.A49-51

49. Outstanding Universal Value means cultural and/or
natural significance which is so exceptional as to tran-
scend national boundaries and to be of common impor-
tance for present and future generations of all human-
ity. As such, the permanent protection of this heritage is
of the highest importance to the international commu-
nity as a whole. The Committee defines the criteria for
the inscription of properties on the World Heritage List.

50. States Parties are invited to submit nominations of
properties of cultural and/or natural value considered
to be of “Outstanding Universal Value” for inscription on
the World Heritage List.

51. At the time of inscription of a property on the World
Heritage List, the Committee adopts a Statement of
Outstanding Universal Value (see paragraph 154) which
will be the key reference for the future effective protec-
tion and management of the property. (1)

.G 154-155

154. When deciding to inscribe a property on the World
Heritage List, the Committee, guided by the Advisory
Bodies, adopts a Statement of Outstanding Universal
Value for the property.

155. The Statement of Outstanding Universal Value
should include a summary of the Committee’s deter-
mination that the property has Outstanding Universal
Value, identifying the criteria under which the property
was inscribed, including the assessments of the condi-
tions of integrity or authenticity, and of the protection
and management in force and the requirements for pro-
tection and management. The Statement of Outstand-
ing Universal Value shall be the basis for the fu’ure pro-
tection and management of the property.

(1) for the properties inscribed before 2005, as ir' the case of Historic
Cairo (1979), a retrospective Statement of Outstending Universal Value
is required by the World Heritage Committec
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Historic Cairo World Heritage Property:
Statement of Outstanding Universal Value ()

OUV e Brief Synthesis

criteria of inscription

criterion (i) : represent a unique artistic or aes-
thetic achievement, a masterpiece of human
Creative genius;

criterion (v) : be a characteristic example of a sig-
nificant, traditional style of architecture, method
of construction, or form of town planning or
traditional human settlement that is fragile by
nature or has become vulnerable under the im-
pact of irreversible socio-cultural or economic
change;

criterion (vi) : be most importantly associated
with ideas or beliefs, with events or with per-
sons, of outstanding historical importance or
significance.

assessment of conditions of integrity and authen-
ticity

integrity (year 2012)

authenticity (year 2012)

M ana g ement m————————————— protection and management required
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(1) The draft of this retrospective SOUV has be@)grepared by
the URHC project on the basis of the original @b)ination file

management of the site (2012)
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Map of Cairo, French expedition, 1807
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Few cities in the world are as rich as ca I rO in terms of monuments, artefacts and an urban
ensemble that reflects its long history as a dominant political, cultural, commercial and religious capital
in the Middle East and Mediterranean. Combining stunning architectural examples of human creativity
from the early Umayyad, Tulunid, Fatimid and Ayyubid eras with the artistic genius and urban integration
of religious complexes and domestic architecture from Mamluk and Ottoman times, the city is a model of
splendid Islamic architecture that has greatly influenced the Islamic world. The abundance of the archi-
tecture adorning Cairo’s skyline has also earned it the title, “The City of a Thousand Minarets”, for scholars,
historians and the public alike.
Cairo’s strategic location at the tip of the Delta, between the River Nile (east) and the Mogattam Hill (west),
led to continuous human interaction with the site shaping its settlements and architecture. The aque-
duct - dating back to medieval times - created a link between the city and the Nile making possible to
accommodate and accelerate Cairo’s development, and erect an extensive network of canals, cisterns,
hammams and sabils. The two historic ports of Bulaq (north) and Fustat (south) were also strongly con-
nected to the use of the Nile: the historic development of trade with Europe enhanced the northern port
of Bulag, while trade with India and Africa enhanced the southern port of Fustat, the rich architectural
masterpieces of wikalas (caravanserais) and rabs (residential units often above wikalas or shops) are an
expression of the importance of these activities.
The period between the 9th and 15th centuries — also known as the Islamic Renaissance - was a particu-
larly golden age for the city, when pioneering scientists, doctors, astronomers, theologians and writers
carried an influence and stature that stretched well beyond the Islamic World.
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The property comprises multiple locations, corresponding to
the diversity of its surviving archaeological and historically sig-
nificant settlements. These include:

1. Al-Fustat, Misr al-Atyqah, the first city founded in 642 AD by
Muslims in Cairo. This area includes :
«  The Roman fortress of Babylon (around 100 AD);

Coptic Cairo with its distinctive churches and monasteries;
Ben Ezra Synagogue famous for its Geniza store room of manu-
scripts;
The first mosque in Egypt, which was founded by Amr Ibn al-As;
The archaeological site of the early settlement, once an artisanal
centre famous for its glass and ceramic production;
and the Nilometer on the island of Rawda.

2.The central area includes:

«  Theroyal Tulunid city, al-Qata’i, and its unique mosque of Ahmad
ibn Tulun (876-79 AD).
The Citadel area, where the Ayyubids erected their fortress (around
1176 AD) on the Citadel Hill, including the Ayyubid city walls and
architectural masterpieces such as the Bahri-Mamluk Madrasa of
Sultan Hassan (1356-63 AD). Al Moayed Mosque, Minarets, 2011
Al-Darb al-Ahmar area, originally the site of Fatimid and Ayyubid ARRRINUCPNFRT I FOAEN
cemeteries, transformed by the Mamluks into an urban area com-

prising significant Mamluk and Ottoman monuments including mosques and palaces, and important thorough-
fares like Suq al-Silah and Khatt al-Tabbana.

«  The Fatimid nucleus located inside the city fortification of Badr al-Gamali, with the remaining gates of Bab Zu-
wayla to the south, and Bab al-Nasr and Bab al-Futuh to the north.

«  The necropolis - the great cemeteries of Cairo, located north and south of the Citadel - including a large number of
mausoleums and funerary complexes of all periods. These represent a unique form of human settlement combin-
ing religious, ceremonial and urban residential functions, as well as a continuation of an ancient Cairene tradition.

«  Al-Juyushi Mosque, which sits high up on the plateau of the Mogattam Hill overlooking the cemetery of Cairo. It is
the oldest and most complete mashhad that has survive from the Fatimid period.

3.Bulag, the main port of Cairo in the 15th century, including a great number of wikalas, caravanserais anck/
takiyas in addition to several significant mosques. oX
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from left to right: Ibn Tulun Mosque, Bab al Futuh-detail, al Ghureya Mosque, Sultan Hasan Mosque, 2011

Historic Cairo is inscribed under the following criteria, each representing the Outstanding Universal Value of the
site:

Criterion (i): Represent a unique artistic or aesthetic achievement, a masterpiece of human
creative genius;

Several great monuments in Cairo are considered masterpieces embodying incontestable architectural
and artistic qualities. The mosque of Ahmed Ibn Tulun (876-79 AD), with its fabulous spiral minaret and
symmetrical arches opening on to a vast square court, is an outstanding example of early Islamic archi-
tecture from the 9th and 10th centuries. The distinctive Fatimid architecture (969-1171 AD) represented
by the city fortifications and gates, as well as by significant mosques (such as al-Azhar, al-Hakim, al-Agmar
and Salih Tala’i), mausoleums and shrines is of outstanding importance to the history of monumental
Islamic art. The extraordinary Bahri Mamluk (1250-1382 AD) and Burgi Mamluk (1382-1517 AD) monu-
ments reign triumphant above the skyline of Cairo, the refinement of their colourful architecture, is boldly
defined, original and unexpected. Among them: domes with Persian arches, minarets with finely chiselled
cantilevers, tall facades with pointed arches, balconies mounted on stalactites like those in the complex of
Sultan Qalawun, the monuments of al-Nasir Mohammad, the Madrasa of Sultan Hasan, and the compI%x\’
of Sultan al-Ghuri. o~
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Cairo-Visitor Map, area of Sultan Hasan and Rifai Mosques, design URHC, 2011
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Criterion (v): Be a characteristic example of a significant, traditional style of architecture,

method of construction, or form of town planning or traditional human settlement that is

fragile by nature or has become vulnerable under the impact of irreversible socio-cultural
or economic change;

Historic Cairo is an outstanding example of an integrated urban fabric, expressing the long coexistence
of different cultures and human interaction within its environment. It comprises a variety of unique set-
tlements as a result of the continuous urban process that began in 100 AD and continued through to the
Roman Fortress of Babylon, the Coptic quarter, and the early Islamic cities.

Since the second half of the 19th century, the development of Cairo has reflected the socio-economic
changes occurring currently with the modernization of the city; the urban fabric has also been affected by
environmental constraints which have transformed the functions and uses of many parts of the historic
City. The development of the modern city has been most strongly linked to the mastering of its lakes, ca-
nals and the Nile. Dams have allowed development on what were once wetlands connected to the Nile;
the draining of the lakes filled the historic core with newer settlements while the filling up of the canals
added to existing street networks. The historic city has become vulnerable due to these pressures, as theya,
have involved the opening up of new streets, and the widespread use of new architectural models
changes in original functions (such as caravanserai, madrasas and sabils). However, the transfor ons
have generally added to the variety of settlements and monuments in the Historic City With&ﬁt major

alterations to the historical urban fabric. Qg‘
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Criterion (vi): Be most importantly
associated with ideas or beliefs,
with events or with persons, of
outstanding historical importance
or significance

The historic centre of Cairo constitutes
an impressive material witness to the
international importance of the city’s
political, strategic, intellectual and com-
mercial roles during the medieval pe-
riod.

An outstanding example of this can be
seen in the strong heritage and con-
tinuing impact of Al-Azhar, still a lead-
ing theological and academic centre for
the Sunni Muslim world since its foun-
dation in 970 AD. The presence of sev-
eral prominent mausoleums devoted
to Imams or saints renowned by many
Muslims also gives the city a unique and
distinguished status in the Islamic world.
Cairo’s streets, meanwhile, continue to
reflect a rich blend of traditional beliefs,
religious and festival processions, and
ancient story telling traditions, with the
mix of diverse cultures and faiths adding
to the city’s significant intangible herit-
age.

Convent of St. George, photo © Daniele lodice,
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Crafts and Markets in H/stor/c Cairo, 2011

Integrity (2012):

The boundaries of the World Heritage property encompass all the main components of the site, including
the historical street patterns and monuments that embody the city’s many different cultural and architec-
tural layers of history.

The overall urban structure of Historic Cairo, as well as its visual integrity and recognizable skyline, is
still intact. The tangible and intangible city layout, including monuments, domestic architecture, markets,
handicrafts, and festivals maintaining their original locations, has been largely preserved. In the last few
decades, a growing conservation movement has led to a number of restoration projects, including work
on several monumental masterpieces. The architectural features and materials of many of these monu-
ments still maintain a high degree of integrity, despite the transformations that have occurred in the
urban fabric.

Nonetheless, the ongoing urban development in and around the World Heritage property represents a
potential threat, particularly with regard to the impact of traffic, land use and environmental changes.

from Ieft toright: southern cemeterles Bulaq skylme Abu Hanba street Darb al Ahmar, side citadel view, 2011
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Authenticity (2012):

With its great concentration of monuments representing different historic eras, including surviving do-
mestic dwellings, and the persistence of its historical spatial structure (street patterns, landmarks, anchors
and activities), Cairo’s rich cultural heritage is easily conveyed. Its historic urban landscapes (skylines and
streetscapes) are visible in the city’s general morphology, along with various architectural masterpieces.
Within the greater metropolitan city of Cairo, the role and location of the historic city at the centre of cul-
tural, religious and commercial life has been preserved. Cultural and religious traditions are still meaning-
ful and shape layers of urban reality. Historic Cairo’s minor and vernacular architecture has, in some cases,
been heavily renovated or replaced with inconsistent buildings. However, the physical evidence of the
city, its great past, and incontestable intangible heritage remain largely intact, despite these alterations.

Al Azhar skyline, from the roof of Zeinab Khatou guse, 2011
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Management (2012):

A review of the management system for the World Heritage property is one of the main objectives of the
ongoing Urban Regeneration Project of Historic Cairo (URHQ). It is currently under discussion with the
relevant Egyptian authorities. o

anagement

Mohammed Ali Mosque, from the roof of Ahmad.lbn Toulun Mosqtie, 2011
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@ Further information @ http://whc.un_esco'.org/en/agti?itié;/Géaf !
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