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Heritage Convention and on the state of conservation of
World Heritage properties: Decisions by the 30" session of
the World Heritage Committee (Vilnius, Lithuania, July 2006)
and Follow-up

Madam/Sir,

| have the pleasure to inform you that the European Periodic Report,
which was presented to the 30" session of the World Heritage Committee in
Vilnius (Lithuania) in July 2006, was well received. Please find the relevant
decision of the Committee 30 COM 11A.1 enclosed as Annex I. In its decision,
the World Heritage Commiittee requests all European States Parties o provide an
official letter to the World Heritage Centre by 31 September 2006, indicating their
agreement to make the electronic database available for data-sharing with the
Council of Europe and other partners as well as on the World Heritage webpage
for the general public.

Furthermore, you will find as Annex H the Decision 30 COM 11A.2
concerning clarification of property limits provided by States Parties in the
European Region in response to the Retrospective Inventory.

As a follow-up to the Periodic Reporting Exercise, three meetings are
planned so far: for Western Europe (Paris, France, October 2006), South Eastern
Europe (Thessaloniki, Greece, November 2008} and Mediterranean Europe
(Madrid, Spain, in 2007). These meetings will specifically address the issues
indicated in Decision 30 COM 11A.1. In case you wish fo plan other follow-up
activities, please contact directly Ms Mechtild Résster, Chief of the Europe and
North America Section at the World Heritage Centre (m.rossler@unesco.org).



The publication of the European Synthesis Report is underway for the
World Heritage papers series. State Party and site specific datasheets will be

included in the publication; further information will be provided to the Periodic
Reporting focal points directly.

Please accept, Madam/Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

-—-/ .
Francesco Bandarin
Director

cc: Chairperson of the World Heritage Cormmittee
ICOMOS, ICCROM, IUCN
UNESCO Field Offices in Moscow and Venice

Nordic World Heritage Foundation
Chair of the Working Group on Periodic Reporting
Rapporteur of the Working Group on Periodic Reporting

Aftachments: Annex |: Decision 30 COM 11A.1
Annex ll: Decision 30 COM 11A.2



11. PERIODIC REPORTS

11A.L. PRESENTATION OF THE PERIODIC REPORT FOR SECTIONS I AND II
OF EUROPE

Decision 30 COM 11A.1

The World Heritage Committee,

1. Having examined Document WHC-06/30COM/11A.1 and taking note of Document
WHC-06/30COM/INF. 114,

2. Recalling Decisions 25 COM VIL25-27 and 7 EXT COM 5A.2, adopted respectively
at its 25th session (Helsinki, 2001) and 7th extraordinary session (UNESCO, 2004),

Lad

Expressing 1ts simeere appreciation for the considerable efforts by all 48 States Parties in
Europe in submitting the Periodic Reports for Section T in 2004 and Section II in 2005,

4. Notes the successful use of an electronic tool, the development of an evaluation tool and
the storage in a World Heritage Centre database of all information submitted by the
States Parties;

5. Thanks the German authorities for hosting a European meeting (Berlin, Germany, 8§ - 9
November 2005) on the results of Periodic Reporting Section 1 and the finalization of
Section II, as well as the development of an overall Strategic Action Plan and welcomes
the “Berlin Appeal” to enhance cooperation and support by European States Parties and
European Institutions on World Heritage;

6.  Welcomes with satisfaction the synthesis report of the European Region illustrating a
growing co-operation among States Parties;

7. Acknowledges and endorses the Action Plan of the European synthesis report on
Section I and II and the sub-regional reports and requests the States Parties to make an
effort towards a coordinated approach for its implementation;

8. Requests States Parties to work with the World Heritage Centre and the Advisory
Bodies to start implementing the Action Plan for the European Region;

9. Further notes that preparations for the follow-up to the Periodic Reporting results,
including name changes, boundary changes and statements of significance have started
in some European States Parties, following the Circular Letter of 23 January 2006, and
welcomes the meetings offered by the Greek authorities in November 2006, by the
French authorities in October 2006 and by the Spanish authorities in January 2007, to
ensure a coordinated and systematic approach of these follow-up activities;
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Notes the importance of management plans for the protection of World Heritage
properties and that many European sites reviewed lack this tool, and requests States
Parties to prepare management plans for those World Heritage properties that still do
not have them;

Recognizes the need to avoid the nomination of similar types of properties and
encourages States Parties to cooperate in harmonizing their Tentative Lists by sharing
information on the sites proposed;

Strongly encourages the States Parties in Europe to continue the improved cooperation
and requests all States Parties to submit any changes to names, criteria, boundaries and
statements of significance in a timely fashion and in accordance with deadlines outlined
in the Operational Guidelines;

Notes also that such proposals (and the similar ones made in Periodic Reports for other
Regions) have considerable resource and workload implications for the Committee, the
World Heritage Centre and the Advisory Bodies as well as for States Parties;

Further requests that all European States Parties provide an official letter to the World
Heritage Centre by 31 September 2006, indicating their agreement to make the
electronic database available for data-sharing with the Council of Europe and other
partners as well as on the World Heritage webpage for the general public;

Requests the World Heritage Centre and the Advisory Bodies to prepare a progress
report on the follow-up to the European Periodic Report including time tables,
budgetary implications and priorities for examination at its 31st session in 2007.
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11A.2 CLARIFICATIONS OF BOUNDARIES OF PROPERTIES BY STATES
PARTIES IN RESPONSE TO THE RETROSPECTIVE INVENTORY

Decision 30 COM 11A.2

The World Heritage Committee,

1.  Having examined Document WHC-06/30. COM/114.2,

2. Takes note of the clarification of property limits provided by States Parties in the
European Region in response to the Retrospective Inventory;

3. Further notes that other clarifications will be provided in the follow-up to European
Periodic Reporting (Decision 30 COM.11A.1);

4. Thanks the States Parties concerned for their efforts to improve the credibility of the
World Heritage List.
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