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What’s in it for you?
- Outcomes of Periodic Reporting
- Analysis and use of the data
- What are your expectations?
Ole Søe Eriksen
Nordic World Heritage Foundation
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Overall Objectives:
• Enforcement of the capacities of the States Parties towards a 

more sustainable conservation mechanism for their World 
Heritage sites 

• Perform necessary modifications to the World Heritage site 
boundaries, buffer zones, name changes, revision of criteria

• Drafting of Statements of Oustanding Universal Value (OUV)
Goal:
• The Periodic Reporting exercise will be of benefit to all 

concerned States Parties and site-managers as a tool for 
sustainable management and monitoring of their World Heritage 
properties.

Periodic Reporting – Why?
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PR should be perceived as:
– A preventive monitoring tool

• Ratified by all States Parties to the World Heritage Convention 
– the most comprehensive environmental convention in the 
world, with effective monitoring mechanisms 

– An alarm mechanism
– A tool for identification of needs for assistance and capacity 

building
– An opportunity to gather Site Managers and national Focal Points
– An opportunity to strenghten regional networks between 

professional actors within the field
– A self-reporting tool for the States Parties, and as an instrument 

for « peer-review » in the region.

Periodic Reporting – Why?
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• Method for data collection:
Self evaluation through online tool

• For analytical purposes, the reliability and validity of the data and
conlusions drawn from them must be considered carefully

The information provided through the questionnaires should be 
cross-checked and triangulated with other sources in the analysis
process, such as:
-Advisory Bodies’ interventions
-Other available Information at WHC (SOC reports, reactive
monitoring reports, regional and sub-regional meeting reports)
-Cf. Decision 29 COM 7B, where the COM calls for
“cross-referencing between state of conservation and periodic reports to enhance 
consistency in reporting mechanisms and to ensure that follow-up action is taken as 
necessary;”

Periodic Reporting: Data analysis – Validity and methods
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Periodic Reporting: Data collection

The questionnaires 
provide us with 
qualitative data…
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Periodic Reporting: Data collection

..and quantitative 
data
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Periodic Reporting:  Data analysis – quantitative data
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Periodic Reporting:  Data analysis – quantitative data
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• Through statistical analysis, we created graphs showing the 
rather complex mass of data in a more comprehensible way:

Periodic Reporting:  Data analysis – quantitative data
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Periodic Reporting:  The end result

AND THEN WHAT?
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Periodic Reporting:  The end result

35COM/10A
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Periodic Reporting:  The end result

End of story?
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Periodic Reporting:  The end result

NO
• The main outcome is Action Plans



Second Cycle Periodic Reporting Meeting, Berlin, 24-25 September 2012

Periodic Reporting

BUT…
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Periodic Reporting

• Concluding reflections:

– Follow up is a State Party responsibility
– Follow up should ideally be included in national planning and 

budgets before the Final Report is adopted in 2015
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Periodic Reporting

• Concluding reflections:

– This is a substantial peace of work, and it will consume a lot 
of our time and resources. What’s in it for you?

• Unique opportunity to lift issues on the international arena
– The future action plan will be based on your input

• Be proactive: establish and use national and regional 
networks to work specifically on the common issues of 
your countries, sub-regions and across site typologies
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DANKE! THANK YOU! MERCI!
Ilulissat Icefjord Petäjävesi Old Church


