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1. Boundary clarifications



What is the Retrospective
Inventory?

• A project launched by the World Heritage 
Committee in 2004 (Decision 7 EXT.COM 7.1)

• An in-depth examination of Nominations 
inscribed on the World Heritage List between 
1978 and 1998 to ascertain the boundaries of 
WH properties at the time of the inscription

• The objective of the Retrospective Inventory is 
to work in cooperation with States Parties in 
order to clarify the delimitation of WH properties 
at the time of the inscription 

• a



A couple of remarks
• The Retrospective Inventory only concerns

properties inscribed in the timeframe 1978 –
1998 → because Inventories of the content of 
Nomination files started in 1999 

• The clarification of boundaries, like the 
submission of Statements of Outstanding
Universal Value, is a retrospective exercise: 
its objective is to identify the delimitation or 
the OUV of a property at the time of its
inscription on the World Heritage List



The Retrospective Inventory Process
1) Elaboration of an Inventory of the content of each 

Nomination file, including maps (World Heritage Centre)



The Retrospective Inventory Process
2) Identification of issues concerning the delimitation 

of World Heritage properties (World Heritage Centre)

• Properties with a clear delimitation, but without
a good map

• Properties with an unclear delimitation

• Properties without a delimitation



The Retrospective Inventory Process
3) Transmission of a letter to the State Party, 
presenting the problems identified for each property 
and requesting the information needed to solve them 
(World Heritage Centre)



The Retrospective Inventory Process
4) Submission of the relevant information to the World 
Heritage Centre (States Parties)

- By official letter
- Two printed copies (three for mixed 

properties)
- 2 CD (the electronic version of the maps 

should be in .jpg, .pdf or .tiff formats)



The Retrospective Inventory Process
5) Review of the information submitted, in order to verify 
whether it corresponds to the situation of the property at 
the time of the inscription (World Heritage Centre)

- If the delimitation displayed on the map 
corresponds to the situation of the property at the 
time of the inscription, the map will be inserted in 
the working document containing all boundary 
clarifications, for presentation to the World 
Heritage Committee

- If the delimitation displayed on the map does not 
correspond to the situation of the property at the 
time of the inscription, the State Party will be 
invited to revise the map or submit a proposal for 
a boundary modification (minor or significant) 



The Retrospective Inventory Process
6) Presentation of all “clarifications” to the World 

Heritage Committee for noting (World Heritage Centre)



The Retrospective Inventory Process in Europe
1) Elaboration of an Inventory of the content of the 

Nomination file  and identification of the issues concerning 
the delimitation of World Heritage properties (September 
2004 – July 2005)

2) Transmission of a letter to the relevant State Party, 
presenting the problems identified for each property and 
requesting the information needed to solve them (January 
2005 – October 2005)

3) Submission of the relevant information by States Parties 
and review of such information by the World Heritage 
Centre (June 2005-ongoing)

4) Presentation of all satisfactory information to the World 
Heritage Committee for noting (2006-ongoing)

5) 14 boundary clarifications are still expected for properties
located in Central, South-East and Eastern European
Countries and need to be submitted (1st December 2011)



Following the launching of the Retrospective
Inventory in CESEE, the number of WH 

properties presenting clear boundaries on a 
good quality map has increased by six times
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The presentation of boundary
clarifications to the World Heritage
Committee between 2006 and 2011
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What are the expected outcomes?

Clarifying the boundaries of World Heritage properties
in your countries has served/serves the following 
purposes:

- favouring a common understanding of the extent of a 
property by the World Heritage Centre and the State Party 
concerned;

- allowing a more efficient site management;

- updating and improving the quality of the information 
available at the World Heritage Centre on Asian and Pacific 
World Heritage properties. 



Requirements for complete maps

• The appropriate typology
• A clear delimitation of the property as inscribed
• A bar scale
• References to geographical coordinates
• The orientation
• A legend referring to the boundary of the World 

Heritage property
• The language
• The area in hectares



Summing up

Reference to 
geographical 
coordinates

Appropriate 
tipology

Clear delimitation 
of the property as 

inscribed

Bar scale

Language

Legend referring to 
the boundary of the 

World Heritage 
property

Area in hectares

Orientation



Other important elements for maps

• The date
• The name of the authority which produced

the map
• The identification of the legal text protecting 

the inscribed property and (if relevant) its 
buffer zone



Aerial photographs



2. Minor boundary modifications



Operational Guidelines
Minor modifications to the boundaries

163. A minor modification is one which has not a significant impact on the extent 
of the property nor affects its outstanding universal value.

164. If a State Party wishes to request a minor modification to the boundaries of a 
property already on the World Heritage List, it shall submit this by 1 February to 
the Committee through the Secretariat, which will seek the advice of the relevant 
Advisory Bodies. The Committee can approve such modification, or it may 
consider that the modification to the boundary is sufficiently important to constitute 
an extension of the property, in which case the procedure for new nominations will 
apply.

Significant modifications to the boundaries

165. If a State Party wishes to significantly modify the boundary of a property 
already on the World Heritage List, the State Party shall submit this proposal as if 
it were a new nomination. This re-nomination shall be presented by 1 February 
and will be evaluated in the full year and a half cycle of evaluation according to the 
procedures and timetable outlined in paragraph 168. This provision applies to 
extensions, as well as reductions.



Modification of 

the property boundaries

Creation of 

a buffer zone

Modification of 

a buffer zone

Par. 163 - 165 of the

Operational Guidelines

Any change to the original delimitation of the World Heritage property (or of its 
buffer zone) accomplished at the national level needs to be reviewed by the 

Advisory Bodies and approved by the World Heritage Committee



The differences between boundary
clarifications and minor boundary

modifications

1) the process;

2) the deadline;

3) the documentation to be submitted.



First Cycle of Periodic Reporting
Question 3.1: are the boundaries of the site 
adequate to reflect the site’s significance?

• Yes: 78% 
• No: 22%

For 10 properties, the State Party has 
expressed the wish to propose a boundary
change (but only in two cases such a change 
has actually been proposed)



First Cycle of Periodic Reporting
Question 3.1: is there a buffer zone for the site?

• Yes: 77% 
In some of these cases, a buffer zone has been 
created after the inscription of the property and never
formally submitted to the World Heritage Committee for 
approval

• No: 23%
For 12 properties, the State Party has expressed the 

wish to propose a buffer zone (but only in two cases 
such a change has actually been proposed)

For 8 properties, the State Party has expressed the wish
to modify the buffer zone (but only in one case such a 
change has actually been proposed)



The presentation of boundary
clarifications and minor boundary

modifications to the World Heritage
Committee between 2006 and 2011
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Modifications to boundaries and 
annual quota of 2 Nominations

• Minor modifications do not affect the quota
• Significant modifications do

BUT

Significant modifications, if anticipated in 
Section II, will exceptionally not affect the 
quota. This rule only applies to the two 1st 
February deadlines after the conclusion of 
the Periodic Reporting Cycle in the Region



A remark on minor boundary
modifications

In 2007, the World Heritage Committee acknowledged
that the Advisory Bodies could not review proposals
for minor boundary modifications (including the 
establishment of a buffer zone) whenever the 
delimitation of the concerned property as inscribed
was unclear.

Therefore, States Parties are requested to submit
boundary clarifications before and as a condition to
submit proposals for minor boundary modifications. 

This can happen either through a submission in two
different years or through a submission on two
different maps (one showing only the property as 
inscribed and the other one showing the property as 
proposed modified). 



Thank you 
For any additional 

information 
a.borchi@unesco.org
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