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Rationale

World Heritage Cities are vibrant living environments with cultural heritage of outstanding universal value. In the face 
of climate change, however, World Heritage Cities are among the most vulnerable places on Earth to 
experience rapidly occurring changes. 

World Heritage Committee has continually alerted the international community that “the impacts of Climate Change 
are affecting many and are likely to affect many more World Heritage properties, both natural and cultural 
in the years to come”. The XI World Congress aims to create a platform for dialogue and exchange of state-of-the-
art knowledge on the issue of World Heritage Cities and Climate Change and its transfer into policy and action. 

City governments are at the heart of the action. The site-specific nature of climate change impacts make World y g p g p
Heritage Cities ideal laboratories for monitoring changes and testing adaptation and mitigation measures to 
enhance their socio-economic well-being while ensuring the conservation of their heritage. As guardians of the world’s 
heritage, World Heritage Cities face an additional challenge - any action taken at these iconic places can attract 
considerable attention and influence the adoption of good management practices elsewhere. 

World Heritage Cultural Landscapes with urban components such as the host city, Sintra, can play a crucial 
role in understanding how climate change impacts our urban environment  Research  communication and educational role in understanding how climate change impacts our urban environment. Research, communication and educational 
activities aim to build public awareness and knowledge of climate change, its potential impacts on World Heritage Cities 
and their values. 

Bring together stakeholders from political, practitioners’, academic and media.



The Partner Institutions, Members of the Scientific Committee

1. UNESCO World Heritage CentreU SCO o d e tage Ce t e
2. Organization of World Heritage Cities

3 Getty Conservation Institute3. Getty Conservation Institute
4. ICCROM
5. IUCN
6 ICOMOS6. ICOMOS
7. University of Lisbon (Portugal)
8. University of Laval (Canada)





Scientific Theme and Key-notesy

‘From knowledge to policy and action’

• What do we know about the interrelations of climate 
change and its impacts on historic cities? Where are 
the knowledge gaps?
• Which tools exist to assess the impacts? Which 
policies exist and guide the currently implemented policies exist and guide the currently implemented 
measures?
• Which policies and tools need to be developed? 
Wh t h ld b  th  t  t t  t  d t t  • What should be the concrete next steps to adapt to 

and mitigate climate change impacts in historic cities?





Key-note speakers

Martin Parry 
Visiting Professor, Imperial College London (UK), 
and Former Vice‐Chair of the IPCC’s working group II 
on impacts  adaptation and vulnerabilityon impacts, adaptation and vulnerability

World Heritage Cities and Climate Change: g g
Setting the stage: The Concept of Climate Change Adaptation, 
its Relevance for Urban Environments and the Challenges for 
W ld H i  Ci iWorld Heritage Cities



Key-note speakers

May Cassar 
Professor, University College London (UK)

World Heritage Cities and Climate Change: 
S i bili d l bili i f b i h dSustainability and Vulnerabilities of Urban Heritage – what do 
we know, what do we need to know ?



Key-note speakers

Anthony G. Bigio
Senior Program Specialist,
The World Bank, Washington (USA)

World Heritage Cities and Climate Change  World Heritage Cities and Climate Change: 
The World Bank’s Programme on Urban Environment and 
Climate Change – Supporting Heritage Cities in Facing Climate Change  Supporting Heritage Cities in Facing 
Adaptation and Mitigation to Climate Change



Key-note speakers

Filipe Duarte Santos
Professor, University of Lisbon (Portugal)

World Heritage Cities and Climate Change: 
Good Practice in Green and Climate Proofing Policies and Good Practice in Green and Climate Proofing Policies and 
Actions – Sintra’s Climate Change Risks Report



Additional Presentations

Co‐presentations by Mayors and City Officials

“S h t”  t ti   h  f  P t“Snapshot” presentations chosen from Posters

Round‐table discussions with speakers of each sessionRound table discussions with speakers of each session





Posters

Council for Climate Protection (Klimarat) of the Hanseatic City 
of Stralsund (Germany)of Stralsund (Germany)

Aplicación de la Evaluación Ambiental Integral (UNEP) en p g ( )
Ciudades Patrimonio (Arequipa, Peru)

G id li f h i f i hGuidelines for the Energy‐Environment Performance in the 
Rehabilitation of Buildings (Porto, Portugal)



Additional Presentations and Cooperation Projects

The UNESCO Recommendation on the Historic Urban The UNESCO Recommendation on the Historic Urban 
Landscape - Ron van Oers (UNESCO-WHC)

Historic Cities in Development: Keys for 
Understanding and Acting: A Compilation of Case 
S di  h  C i  d M  f Studies on the Conservation and Management of 
Historic Cities - Bruno Delas (City of Lyon)





Workshops

• Mayors’ Workshop 
jointly prepared by Getty Conservation jointly prepared by Getty Conservation 
Insititute and WHC

• Journalists’ Workshop
j i l  d b  U i i  f L l jointly prepared by University of Laval 
(Canada), National Commission of 
Portugal for UNESCO  City of SintraPortugal for UNESCO, City of Sintra



www sintraovpm2011 comwww.sintraovpm2011.com



See you in Sintra y
at the 11th OWHC World Congress !

A bientôt à Sintra 
au 11ème Congrès mondial de l’OVPM !


