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Background to the meeting 

From 4 to 6 April 2011, over 30 participants from 8 Caribbean States (Barbados, Belize, Cuba, 

Curaçao, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Jamaica), as well as representatives from 

the Pacific (Fiji) and the Indian Ocean (Mauritius), CARICOM, ICOMOS and the University of 

the West-Indies attended the Meeting on World Heritage and Small Island Developing States 

(SIDS) in Barbados, organised by the Government of Barbados and UNESCO’s World 

Heritage Centre (WHC), in cooperation with UNESCO’s Offices in Kingston and Havana, and 

with financial support of the World Heritage Fund, the Netherlands Funds-in-Trust and the 

Government of Andorra. The meeting was convened within the framework of the World 

Heritage SIDS programme which was adopted at the 29th session of the WH Committee in 

Durban (South Africa, July 2005), aiming at coordinating efforts to exchange information on 

and implement the 1994 Barbados Programme of Action and the 2005 Mauritius Strategy on 

the Sustainable Development of SIDS within the context of the 1972 World Heritage 

Convention. Since its adoption, several sub-regional activities have been developed, 

including the establishment of the Caribbean Capacity Building Programme, as well as 

national strategy workshops in the Caribbean and Pacific Ocean region.  

 

The meeting was officially opened on 4 April by the Honourable Stephen Lashley, Minister of 

Family, Culture, Sports and Youth, who also chaired the meeting throughout the sessions until 

its closing on 6 April 2011. 

 

The meeting aimed to discuss progress in the implementation of the World Heritage 

Convention and the 2005 Mauritius Strategy for the Further Implementation of the Barbados 

Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of SIDS, in particular the areas in 
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which the Caribbean Member States can make a contribution, and in what way they should do 

so. This meeting provided an opportunity to address several items of the EXB Decision 

185/41 related to “UNESCO’s contribution to the Mauritius Strategy for the Further 

Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island 

Developing States (SIDS)”, in particular under its paragraph 11; to identify opportunities for 

interdisciplinary activities; to strengthen integration of cultural and natural heritage into 

national and regional sustainable development frameworks; and to discuss the revision of the 

Caribbean Action Plan in World Heritage (2004), and to consider how this integration could be 

reflected in a renewed commitment.  

 

The programme included presentations of nominations on "Historic Bridgetown and its 

Garrison" and "Blue and John Crow Mountains National Park" which will be examined by the 

35th session of the World Heritage Committee in June 2011, and the African World Heritage 

Fund. Furthermore regional and thematic presentations were given followed by intensive 

discussion sessions. Please refer to attached programme for detailed presentations.    

 

In regard to the Capacity Building for SIDS, the letter from the Ambassador and Permanent 

Delegate of Malta to UNESCO was presented expressing the Ambassador’s interest in 

collaboration on their Category II Centre proposal called “WHISM – World Heritage Institute 

for Small Island States and Mediterranean Issues”. 

 

The meeting adopted the following recommendations:  

 

Recommendations  

1. In furtherance of the implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action and the 

Mauritius Strategy, review the Caribbean Action Plan for World Heritage 2004-2014 to 

assess what has been done and to identify priority actions for the next three years. 

 

2. Recognising that 2011 has been designated by the United Nations as the International 

Year of People of African Descent and the International Year of Youth, and to give priority 

to the Slave Route Project, consolidate UNESCO’s activities in this area, establish 

National Committees and work towards the achievement of the objectives of the project.  

 

3. Further enhance the existing programmes and projects in capacity building for the 

safeguarding of tangible and intangible cultural heritage, underwater cultural heritage and 

cultural industries etc. 
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4. Affirming that, in relation to SIDS, there cannot be a separation of land and sea, natural 

and cultural heritage and tangible and intangible heritage, facilitate the use of 

inter-disciplinary and inter-sectoral strategies (including an ecosystems approach) that 

take into consideration the World Heritage Convention, other UNESCO conventions and 

programmes, other Multilateral Environmental Agreements and related conventions.  

 

5. Ministers of Culture, Caribbean regional institutions and UNESCO advocate for the 

recognition of cultural heritage and cultural industries as critical components of 

sustainable development and the diversification of the economies of SIDS. 

 

6. The inclusion of participants from Fiji and Mauritius underscored the importance of 

inter-regional meetings and sharing of experiences and best practices across regions. 

This should become a major strategy in future work in relation to World Heritage and 

SIDS.  

 

7. Improve communication for the exchange of experiences, best practices and information, 

both intra- and inter- regionally, through the use of social media platforms, websites, 

video conferencing, teleconferencing and additional ICT mechanisms among others.  

 

8. Further empower and institutionally strengthen National Commissions and national 

committees and foster broader participation for effective implementation at the country 

level  

 

9. Ensure that member states have adequate representation at both the General 

Conference and the General Assembly of States Parties to the World Heritage 

Convention 

 

10. Establish a Caribbean World Heritage Fund for the sustainable management of heritage 

resources, drawing from the lessons of the African World Heritage Fund and the Jamaica 

Protected Areas Fund.  

Adopted in Barbados on 6 April 2011 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Annex 1:  Programme of the meeting   

Annex 2:  List of Participants 
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Annex 1 

 

CARIBBEAN SUB REGIONAL MEETING 

BRIDGETOWN, BARBADOS 4 – 6 APRIL 2011   
 

DAY 1. (Mon) 4 April   
 

CARICOM Meeting 

09:00 ‐09:30  Registration of participants 

09:30‐09:45  Welcome: by the Honourable Stephen Lashley, Minister of Family, Culture, Sports 

and Youth 

09:30‐09:35    Opening  Remarks  –  Dr  Hilary  Brown,  Programme  Manager  for  Culture  and 

Community Development, Secretariat (CARICOM)   

09:45‐10:00  Opening Remarks – Mr Kwame Boafo, Director, UNESCO Kingston   

10:00‐10:30  SIDS Overview ‐ Mr Ron Van Oers, Coordinator, World Heritage SIDS Programme, 

UNESCO/WHC 

10:30‐11:00  Presentation of the African World Heritage Fund 

11:00‐11:30  Coffee break   

11:30‐12:00     Brief  Presentation  of  CARICOM  nominations  currently  under  consideration  by 

World Heritage Committee –Jamaica and Barbados   

12:00‐13:00  CARICOM Meeting continued   

13:00 ‐ 14:30    Lunch   

14:30‐16:30  CARICOM CAUCUS 

16:30‐16:45    Coffee break 

16:45‐18:00  Elaboration of conclusions ‐Ms Alissandra Cummins   

19:30    Opening  Ceremony  of  the  International  Meeting  Remarks  by  the  Honourable 

Stephen Lashley, Minister of Family, Culture, Sports and Youth 

20:00    Dinner   
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DAY 2. (Tue) 5 April   

 

Workshop on the Implementation of the SIDS Programme 

<Setting the Scene + Regional and Thematic Focus>   

09:00 ‐09:25  Setting  the  Scene:  presentation  &  discussion  of  UNESCO’s  house‐wide 

contribution  to  the  implementation  of  the  Mauritius  Strategy  through  its 

Intersectoral Platform for SIDS – Mr Hans Thulstrup, UNESCO/CSI 

09:25 ‐ 09:50      Q & A   

09:50 ‐ 10:10    Reflection  on  Mauritius  Strategy  by  Mr.  Ram  Prakash  Nowbuth,  Permanent 

Secretary,  Ministry  of  Arts  and  Culture  (Mauritius),  with  a  view  to  the 

establishment  of  a  Sustainable  Development  Programme  for  the  island  of 

Mauritius   

10:10 ‐ 10:30      Q & A   

10:30 ‐ 11:00      Coffee break 

11:00‐11:25    Regional Focus: presentation & discussion of Pacific  initiatives related to Culture 

&  Heritage,  such  as  the  Pacific  Kit  in  Young  Hands,  Intangible  Heritage 

preservation, and others – Ms Suzie Yee Show, Secretary General, ICOMOS Pacifica 

11:25 ‐ 12:00    Q & A + Discussion   

12:00 ‐ 12:25      Regional  Focus:  presentation  &  discussion  on  the  Slave  Route  Sites  of  the 

Caribbean, in particular the research done by the University of the West‐Indies in 

Barbados – Dr. Tara  Inniss, Department of History and Philosophy, University of 

the West Indies 

12:25‐13:00        Q & A + Discussion 

13:00‐14:30  Lunch   

14:30‐14: 55  Thematic  Focus:  presentation  &  discussion  of  the  World  Heritage  Marine 

Programme, in particular the development of regional frameworks for protection 

and  cooperation  –  Ms  Fanny  Douvere,  Coordinator,  World  Heritage  Marine 

Programme, UNESCO/WHC 

 

14:55‐15:20    Q & A + Discussion   
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15:20‐15:45    Thematic  Focus:  presentations  &  discussion  of  training  and  capacity  building 

measures: The implementation of the Caribbean Capacity Building Programme – 

Mr Herman Van Hoof Director, UNESCO Havana Office 

15:45 ‐16:10    Q & A + Discussion   

16:10‐ 18:00  Discussion on SIDS Outcome Document 

18:00‐18:10    Presenting the structure of the workshop for the next day 

20:00    Dinner   

 

DAY 3. (Wed) 6 April   

09:00‐ 09:15      Recall  of  presentations  section,  with  short  overview  of  discussions  on  SIDS 

Outcome Document – by Rapporteur     

09:15‐11:30    Continued discussion on SIDS Outcome Document   

11:30‐11:45  Coffee break   

11:45‐12:45      Endorsement of Agreed Outcome Document on SIDS by all participants   

12:45‐13:00    Summery and closing of the meeting 

13:00‐14:00  Lunch   

14:00‐16:00    Tour to the Nominated site   

20:00    Dinner   

 

DAY 4. (Thu) 7 April   
 

Departure of participants   
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Annex 2 

CARICOM, SIDS and UNESCO World Heritage meeting, Barbados   

4‐6 April 2011   

 

 
NAME  ORGANISATION    POST  EMAIL  ADDRESS  TEL 

1 

 

Ms. Alissandra Cummins    Member of Barbados UNESCO 

World Heritage Committee   

  alissandra.cummins@gmail.com  Barbados     

2 

 

Ms. Celia Toppin  Division of Culture and Sports  Deputy 

Permanent 

Secretary 

ctoppin@gmail.com 

 

1st Floor East,   

Warrens Office 

Complex, Warrens, St. 

Michael, Barbados 

1‐246‐310‐2751 

3  Ms. Christine Franklyn  Barbados Museum and History 

Society 

Marketing 

Officer 

musepr@barmuse.org.bb  St. Ann’s Garrison, 

Barbados 

1‐246‐427‐0201 

4  Dr. Deryck Murray  Commission for Pan African 

Affairs 

Director (ag)  dmurray@barbados.gov.bb  Building #5 

Harbour Road, 

Barbados 

1‐246‐228‐2857 

5  Mr. Elbert Ellis  Caribbean Development Bank  Social Analyst    ellise@caribank.org  Wildey, St. Mihcael, 

Barbados   

1‐246‐431‐1600/

1668 

6  Ms. Janice Whittle  National Cultural Foundation  Curator, Queen’s 

Park Gallery 

janice_whittle@hotmail.com 

 

Queen’s Park Gallery   

Queen’s Park 

Constitution Road, 

Bridgetown, St. 

Michael, Barbados   

1‐246‐427‐2345 

7  Dr. Lee Jolliffe  Cave Shepherd Tourism 

Research Centre, University of 

West Indies   

 

Director  Lee.jolliffe     
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8  Dr. Marcia Burrowes  Cultural Studies, University of 

West Indies (Cave Hill) 

Coordinator & 

Lecturer 

Marcia.burrowes@cavehill.uwi.e

du 

Faculty of Humanities 

and Education, 

Barbados 

1‐246‐417‐4406/

7635 

9  Mr. Mark Cummins  Town and Country 

Development Planning Office 

Chief Town Planner  mark.cummins@townplanning.g

ov.bb 

 

Block ‘C’ The Garrison, 

St. Michael, Barbados   

1‐246‐467‐3070 

10  Dr. Pedro Welch  University of the West Indies 

(Cave Hill) 

Professor of Social 

and Medical History 

and Dean   

Pedro.welch@gmail.com  Faculty of Humanities 

and Education, 

University of the West 

Indies, Cave Hill, St. 

Michael, Barbados 

 

11 

 

Ms. Rosene Reid    Natural Heritage Department    Director  espuhc@caribsurf.com  No. 1 Sturges, 

St.Thomas, Barbados 

1‐246‐438‐7761 

12  Ms. Sheron Jonson    Ministry of Family, Culture, 

Sports and Youth   

Senior Cultural Policy 

Officer 

sheronj@gmail.com  1st Floor East, Warrens 

Office Complex, 

Warrens, St. Michael,   

Barbados   

 

13  Ms. Shirley Farnum    Ministry of Family, Culture, 

Sports and Youth 

Permanent Secretary  shirno@gmail.com  1st Floor East, Warrens 

Office Complex, 

Warrens, St. Michael, 

Barbados 

1‐246‐310‐2750 

14  Hon. Stephen Lashley  Ministry of Family, Culture, 

Sports and Youth 

Minister  lashleystephen@gmail.com  1st Floor East, Warrens 

Office Complex, 

Warrens, St. Michael, 

Barbados   

1‐246‐310‐2710 

15  Mr. Steve Devonish    Natural Heritage Department    Technical Officer    sdespu@caribsurf.com  No. 1 Sturges, 

St.Thomas, Barbados 

1‐246‐438‐7761 

16  Ms. Diane Haylock  National Institute of Culture  President  president@nichbelize.org  Government House  501‐227‐0518 



 
9 

 

and History  Regent Street, Belize 

City, Belize   

17  Mr. Enrique H. 

Hermandez   

Centro Nacional de Dres 

Protegidas 

  Enrique@snap.cu  Calle 18 No. 4114, Cuba 

 

 

18  Mr. Nilson Acosta      nilson@cnpc.cult.cu                        Cuba  537‐838‐1982 

19  Mr. Atherton Martin  The Development Institute  Executive Director  Aem_75@hotmail.com  P.O. Box 109 

Roseau,    Dominica 

767‐276‐1878 

20  Ms. Gerda Gehlen  Curacao Monuments Bureau    gjm@yahoo.com  Curaçao     

21  Ms. Edda Grullon  Direccion Nacional de 

Patrimonio Monumental 

National Heritage, Ministry of 

Culture   

Director  eddagrullon@hotmail.com  Hostos 154, Ciudad, 

Colonial, STO DEO 

R.E. Dom 

Santo Domingo, 

Dominican Republic   

829‐259‐8141 

22  Ms. Suzie Yee Show  ICOMOS Pasifika  Secretary General  sailevukaga@yahoo.co.nz 

 

19 Anand Street   

Off    Robertson Road 

Sura, Fiji   

679‐959‐2864 

23  Ms. Franka 

Alexis‐Bernadine 

Ministry of Education  Minister  fbernadine@gov.gd  Botanical Gardents, St. 

Georges, Grenade 

440‐2166 

24  Dr. Hillary Brown  CARICOM Secretariat  Programme 

Manager 

hbrown@caricom.org  Turkeyen 

Greater, Georgetown, 

Guyana 

592‐222‐0147 

(direct) 

592‐222‐0008 

(ext 2707) 

25  Ms. Laleta   

Davis‐Mattis 

Jamaica Natural Heritage Trust  Executive Director  laletadavismattis@jnht.com 

 

79 Duke Street, 

Kingston, Jamaica 

876‐899‐1087 

876‐967‐0960 

26  Mr. Ram Prakash 

Nowbuth 

Ministry of Arts and Culture  Permanent Secretary  rpnowbuth@mail.gov.mu  NPF Building 

Port Louis, Mauritius 

230‐252‐6570 

27  Ms. Angela Rojas  ICOMOS  Executive Committee  Angela.rojas@ICOMOS.org    537‐644‐1077 

28  Mr. Kwame Boafo  UNESCO Kingston office  Representative  k.boafo@unesco.org  UNESCO the towers  1‐876‐361‐1696 
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25 Dominica Drive 

Kingston, Jamaica 

29  Mr. Herman Van Hooff  UNESCO Havana office    Director 

 

h.van‐hooff@unesco.org.cu  Calzada 551, Havana, 

Cuba 

53‐7‐832‐2840 

30  Mr. Hans Thulstup  UNESCO Section for Small 

Island and Indigenous 

Knowledge 

Programme Specialist  h.thulstrup@unesco.org 

 

7, Place de Fontenoy 

75352 ‐ Paris 07 SP, 

France 

33‐145‐684041 

31  Dr. Fanny Douvere  UNESCO World Heritage Centre  Coordinator WH 

Marine Programme 

f.douvere@unesco.org    7, Place de Fontenoy 

75352 ‐ Paris 07 SP, 

France 

33‐145‐681562 

32  Dr. Ron Van Oers  UNESCO World Heritage Centre  Programme 

Specialist, 

Coordinator WH SIDS 

Programme   

r.vanoers@unesco.org  7, Place de Fontenoy 

75352 ‐ Paris 07 SP, 

France 

33‐145‐681734 

33  Ms. Sachiko   

Haraguchi 

UNESCO World Heritage Centre  Assistant 

Programme Specialist 

s.haraguchi@unesco.org 

 

7, Place de Fontenoy 

75352 ‐ Paris 07 SP, 

France 

33‐145‐681199 

 


