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9th Expert Working Group Meeting for the Preservation of the Safeguarding of the Cultural Landscape and Archaeological Remains of the Bamiyan Valley World Heritage Property, Afghanistan
UNESCO Headquarters (3 and 4 March 2011, Room VI)

Background
In March 2001 the giant Buddha sculptures of Bamiyan were destroyed; the Eastern Buddha is believed to date back to the sixth century AD and the Western Buddha to the early seventh century AD. Since their destruction, international agencies have come together in an emergency effort to safeguard the remains of this invaluable component of Afghan heritage. In 2003, the cultural landscape of Bamiyan was inscribed simultaneously on the World Heritage List and on the List of World Heritage in Danger. Thanks to generous grants provided by the UNESCO - Japanese Funds-in-Trust for the Preservation of World Cultural Heritage, UNESCO has undertaken a major three-phase project for the Safeguarding of the Cultural Landscape and Archaeological Remains of the Bamiyan Valley. 

Substantial progress has been made under this project and the long-term consolidation of the site has been ensured.  National capacities for conserving cultural heritage have been enhanced and a strategy for the development of cultural tourism in Bamiyan has been initiated.  Within the framework of this project, UNESCO and Afghanistan authorities organize annual review meetings with national Afghan authorities, international experts and implementing partners.  The purpose of these meetings is to monitor and evaluate the project activities carried out and to update and co-ordinate future priority actions for the following year. The Afghan Government participates fully in the coordination of these meetings with representatives from the Ministry of Information and Culture and the Ministry of Urban Development, as well as the Governor of Bamiyan.  During the 8th Working Group Meeting, a consensus was achieved on the need to focus on emergency measures to safeguard the site and the measures required to ensure the sustainability of the heritage values for which the site was inscribed on the List. Further technical interventions are still required in order to remove the site from the List in Danger and to ensure long-term conservation and preservation. 
March 2011 will mark the tenth anniversary of the devastating destruction of the Bamiyan Buddha statues and other invaluable cultural objects in Afghanistan. On this occasion, UNESCO, in close cooperation with the Afghanistan authorities, is organizing the 9th Bamiyan Working Group Meeting at the Organization’s Headquarters on 3 and 4 March 2011. The aim of the meeting is to advise UNESCO and the Afghanistan authorities on issues related to the conservation of the Bamiyan World Heritage property by reviewing and assessing ongoing activities in Bamiyan, as well as identifying needs and opportunities for future initiatives. The meeting will also provide an opportunity for the coordination of international efforts. A provisional programme and a list of invited participants are enclosed for your information.
Provisional Programme  
Thursday, 3 March 2011 (Day 1)

Opening session, Chair: Dr Roland Lin, UNESCO World Heritage Centre
Welcome addresses and introduction
	9 a.m.
	· Welcome by the Assistant Director-General for Culture, Director a.i., of UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre
· Welcome by H.E. Mr Mohammad Kacem Fazelly, Ambassador and Permanent Delegate of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan to UNESCO & ISESCO

· Speech by H.E. Dr Sayed Makhdoum Raheen, Minister of Information and Culture of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan (to be confirmed)

· Speech by H.E. Mr Omar Sultan, Deputy Minister of Information and Culture, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
· Speech by H.E. Dr Eng. Sultan Husein Hessari, Acting Minister for Urban Development, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan.
· Speech by H.E. Mrs Habiba Sarabi, Governor of Bamiyan Province, Afghanistan

· Greetings from Mr Mounir Bouchenaki, Director-General, International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM) 
· Greetings from Mr Shigeru Aoyagi, UNESCO Representative in Afghanistan and Director, UNESCO Kabul Office 
· Greetings from Mr Takenori Shimizu, Director, Multilateral Cultural Cooperation Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan

· Introduction of the aims and programme of the 9th Expert Working Group Meeting by Mr Feng Jing, Chief a.i., Asia and Pacific Unit, UNESCO World Heritage Centre


10.00 a.m.
Coffee break
First session, Chair: Mr Mounir Bouchenaki, Director-General, ICCROM
Various proposals for remedial measures and the future presentation of the two Buddha niches
	10.20 a.m.
	Presentation by Professor Michael Petzet, President, International Council on Museums and Sites (ICOMOS), Germany

	10.45 a.m.
	Presentation by Professor Kosaku Maeda and/or Mr Kazuya Yamauchi, National Research Institute for Cultural Properties (NRICP), Tokyo, Japan

	11.10 a.m.
	Presentation by Professor Michael Jansen, Aachen University, Germany

	11.35 a.m.
	Presentation by Professor Andrea Bruno, Italy 

	12 a.m.
	Debate with Question and Answer session


1 p.m.

Lunch

Second session, Chair: Mr Shigeru Aoyagi, Director, UNESCO Kabul Office
Review of the four components of the Desired State of Conservation for the Removal of the Cultural Landscape and Archaeological Remains of the Bamiyan Valley from the List of World Heritage in Danger

Site security ensured
	2 p.m.
	Team presentation by Mr Abdul Ahad Abassy, Director of Historical Monuments Department (MoIC), Afghanistan and Mr Cassar, Programme Specialist for Culture, UNESCO Kabul Office

	2.30 p.m.
	Issues to be addressed and possible remedial actions


Safeguarding the remains of the Buddhas and their niches
	2.50 p.m.
	Team presentation by Professor Emmerling, Technical University of Munich, Germany, Mr. Praxenthaler, ICOMOS Germany and Professor Margottini, Italy

	3.40 p.m.
	Issues to be addressed and possible remedial actions


4 p.m.

Coffee break

Second session continued, Chair: Professor Petzet, ICOMOS Germany
Adequate state of conservation of archaeological remains and mural paintings achieved
	4.20 p.m.
	Team presentation by Mr Mohammad Nader Rassoli, Director of the Institute of Archaeology, MoIC, Afghanistan; Professor Maeda and Mr, Yamauchi, NRICPT, Tokyo, Japan and Professor Tarzi, France

	5.20 p.m.
	Issues to be addressed and possible remedial actions


Implementation of the Management Plan and Cultural Master Plan (the protective zoning plan)
	5.40 p.m.
	Team presentation by H.E. Mrs Habiba Sarabi, Governor of Bamiyan, Minister/or representative for Urban Development and Mr Foladi (including Bamiyan City planning situation and Bamiyan Eco Tourism Program); Professor Michael Jansen, Aachen University, Germany

	6.40 p.m. 
	Issues to be addressed and possible remedial actions


Evening session: Drafting recommendations
Friday, 4 March 2011 (Day 2)

Third session, Chair: Professor Kosaku Maeda, Visiting Researcher, Japan Centre for International Co-operation in Conservation, NRICP, Tokyo, Japan
Orientation in view of planning for phase IV of the UNESCO Japan FIT Bamiyan project
	9 a.m.
	Team presentation by Mr Abdul Ahad Abassy, Director of Historical Monuments Department (MoIC), Afghanistan and Mr Cassar, Programme Specialist for Culture, UNESCO Kabul Office

	10 a.m.
	Issues to be addressed 


10.30 a.m.
Coffee break

Fourth session, Chair: Dr Roland Lin, UNESCO World Heritage Centre
Other issues
	11 a.m.
	 Other issues, including museums activities and the statements from the representatives of Afghanistan, Japan, France and Germany etc.. 


1 p.m.

Lunch 

Fifth session, Chair: Ms Junhi Han, Asia and Pacific Unit, UNESCO World Heritage Centre
Recommendations
	2 p.m.
	Presentation, discussion and adoption of recommendations

	2.30 p.m.
	Issues to be addressed 


3.30 p.m.
Coffee break

4 p.m.

Closure

9th Expert Working Group Meeting for the Preservation of  the Safeguarding of the Cultural Landscape and Archaeological remains of the Bamiyan Valley World Heritage Property
UNESCO Headquarters (3 and 4 March 2011, Room VI)
Provisional List of Participants (as of 24/02/2011)
Afghan experts and officials  
· H.E. Mr Mohammad Kacem Fazelly, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of Afghanistan to UNESCO & ISESCO

· H.E. Dr Sayed Makhdoum Raheen, Minister of Information and Culture of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan (to be confirmed)
· H.E. Mr Omar Said Sultan, Deputy Minister of Information and Culture of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
· H.E. Dr Eng. Sultan Husein Hessari, Acting Minister for Urban Development of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
· H.E. Mrs Habiba Sarabi, Governor of Bamiyan Province

· Mr Abdul Ahad Abassy, Director of Historical Monuments Department, Ministry of Information and Culture, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

· Mr Mohammad Nader Rassoli, Director of the Institute of Archaeology, Ministry of Information and Culture, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

· Mr. Sayed Mossadeq, Advisor for Cultural Heritage Conservation, Ministry of Information and Culture, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

· Mr. Wassey Rahim, Head, Historical Cities Department , Minister for Urban Development of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

· Mr Amir Foladi, Agha Khan Foundation (Bamiyan), Program Manager, Bamiyan Ecotourism Program

· Mr. Reza Azemi, Deputy Permanent Delegate of Afghanistan to UNESCO

International participants (alphabetical order)
· Mr Mounir Bouchenaki, Director-General, ICCROM

· Professor Andrea Bruno, Italy, ICCROM expert, Advisor on Afghanistan to UNESCO’s Assistant Director-General for Culture
· Dr. Paul Bucherer-Dietschi, Stiftung Bibliotheca Afghanica, Afghanistan-Institut und Archiv, Switzerland

· Mr Roland Besenval, Former Director, Délégation Archéologique Française en Afghanistan (DAFA), France
· Mr Pierre Cambon, Conservator, Musée Guimet, France
· Mr Fabio Colombo, Freelance Art Conservator, Japan Center for International Cooperation in Conservation, NRICP, Tokyo, Japan
· Ms Regina Durighello, Director, World Heritage Programme, ICOMOS 
· Professor E. Emmerling, Chair, Conservation Science, Technical University of Munich, Germany

· Professor Edwin Fecker, ICOMOS Germany 

· Professor Michael Jansen, Director of the Department of Urban History, RWTH Aachen University, Germany
· Professor Jukka Jokilehto, ICOMOS Expert

· Professor Kosaku Maeda, Visiting Researcher, Japan Centre for International Co-operation in Conservation, NRICP, Tokyo, Japan
· Mr Philippe Marquis, Director, Délégation Archéologique Française en Afghanistan (DAFA), France

· Professor Claudio Margottini, Engineering geologist, ISPRA (Italian Institute for Protection and Environmental Research) and the Italian Geological Survey and University of Modena, Advisor on hydro-geological risks to the Italian Minister of Environment, Italy
· Mr. Susumu Morimoto, National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Nara, Japan
· Professor Michael Petzet, President of ICOMOS Germany

· Mr Bert Praxenthaler, ICOMOS Germany

· Mr Tarcis Steven, Conservator of Architecture, Belgium

· Ms Yoko Taniguchi, visiting researcher, Japan Center for International Cooperation in Conservation, NRICP, Tokyo, Japan
· Ms Akiko Tashiro, National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Nara, Japan 
· Professor Zemaryalaï Tarzi, University of Strasbourg, France     

· Mr Georgios Toubekis, Aachen Center for Documentation and Conservation, RWTH Aachen University, Germany
· Mr Kazuya Yamauchi, Head of Regional Environmental Section, Japan Centre for International Co-operation in Conservation, NRICP, Tokyo, Japan
· Japan, Representative(s): Mr Takenori Shimizu, Director, Multilateral Cultural Cooperation Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan

· Ms Hiroko Moriyama, Multilateral Cultural Co-operation Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan

· France, Representative(s): Mme Donatienne Hissard, Sous-directrice des échanges scientifiques et de la recherche, Direction générale de la mondialisation, Ministère des Affaires étrangères et européennes, France

· Mme Marie Revel, Sous-direction des échanges scientifiques et de la recherche, Ministère des affaires étrangères et européennes, France
· Mr Gilles Delcourt, chargé de mission Unesco à la sous-direction des affaires européennes et internationales du ministère de la Culture et de la Communication, France  

· Germany, Representative(s): Permanent Delegation of Germany to UNESCO (to be confirmed)
UNESCO 
· Mr Francesco Bandarin, Assistant Director-General for Culture, Director a.i., UNESCO World Heritage Centre

· Mr Kishore Rao, Deputy Director, UNESCO World Heritage Centre 

· Mr Shigeru Aoyagi, Director, UNESCO Kabul Office and UNESCO Representative to Afghanistan

· Mr Feng Jing, Chief a.i., Asia and Pacific Unit, World Heritage Centre

· Dr Roland Lin, Programme Specialist, Project officer for Preservation of the Bamiyan Valley, Asia and Pacific, World Heritage Centre 

· Ms Junhi Han, Programme Specialist, desk officer for Afghanistan, Asia and Pacific, World Heritage Centre
· Mr Brendan Cassar, Programme Specialist, Culture Unit, UNESCO Kabul Office

· Mr Andy Miller, Consultant, Culture Unit, UNESCO Kabul Office

· Ms. Hye-seung Shim, Asia and Pacific, World Heritage Centre
· Ms Sheela Pimpare, Asia and Pacific Unit, World Heritage Centre

· Ms Philippa Frayne, Asia and Pacific, World Heritage Centre
· Ms Zohra Diop, Asia and Pacific, World Heritage Centre
· Ms Judith Michel, Asia and Pacific Unit, World Heritage Centre
· Mr. A. Junaid Sorosh-Wali, Assistant Programme Specialist, Europe and North America Section, World Heritage Centre

· Ms Nao Hayashi, Programme Specialist, Section of Museums and Cultural Objects

· Ms Chiho Horiuchi-Radjai, Programme Specialist, Division of Cooperation with Extrabudgetary Funding Sources
Permanent Delegation of the Islamic Republic


of Afghanistan to UNESCO and ISESCO
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