WORLD HERITAGE PERIODIC REPORTING II  
Mediterranean sub-region informal meeting, Rome, February 10, 2006

As discussed: Elements for Action Plan

· Risk prevention

Need for further development of methodology and implementation. Need for cross-sectoral integration; methodologies are developed within the conservation/restauration field (e.g Italy risk-mapping) but not within management in general, visitor management and economic sectors. 

Need to develop a culture of risk prevention and maintenance and implement the legal and economic instruments for financing the maintenance interventions. 

Need to develop a shared methodology for risk prevention,  in particular key indicators for preventions and maintenance.

Need to exchange experiences  on the risk of visitors pressure. 
· Monitoring

A networking issue. Need for support in methodology and best-practice from Advisory Bodies.  

· Awareness raising  

Need for training and capacity building for all involved in site management. Issues are World Heritage Convention implementation and vocabulary in general, management of WH values related to new categories and historic centres.

Need to raise the awareness about the values of WH site and  its specificity. Often the perception of the site is confused with  the protection measures used to define it (e.g. the natural park protection measure when the site adopts the same boundaries, the urban planning measures if the site is an urban site).
· Clarifying the PR process 

Need to clarify some questions regarding the WH site, arising during the PR process (e.g.  the Statement of Significance) and  feed back to SP and site managers.

Need to establish and clarify responsibilities of the involvement in the PR process. Feed back to site managers essential. SP should also be informed about the current status of the process. Contacts and responsibilities should be updated. A common database accessible for site managers would be useful.

· International cooperation 

More information and cooperation needed regarding EU funded networks, in particular regarding the development of protection and management plans. All site specific cooperation was not included in the PR Questionnaires - a networking issue.

· Tentative Lists 

For a more balanced tentative lists the natural and cultural evaluation criteria ( IUCN/ICOMOS) should be reviewed.  More information and support in the nomination process of new categories, e.g cultural landscapes and intangible heritage needed. There is a specific need to establish a common language regarding transboundary sites.  

· Enforcing the role of Advisory Bodies and the World Heritage Centre

More support and guidance needed in the implementation of the WH Convention. 

SP support to AB and WH Centre should be strengthened as well.

Other issues:
· The Mediterranean sub-region limits not always in line with current networking activities. The French proposal of joint Mediterranean activities was discussed.

· Informal focal point meetings once a year

· The question of how to deal with extensions in the nomination process.
During the RP process the necessity of re-defining the extension and description of some old sites has emerged. Need to consider the possibility of admitting a re-definition of the sites (with a numeric limit) in addition to the inscription process.
